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To THE Reader. 

The text of the Charter ^ of which the Fron- 
tispiece to the prefent Volume is a fac-fimile, 
will be printed in Chapter XIII. Vol. II. 
The IntroduElion to the Work is necejfarily 
pojlponed till the completion of its fecond and 
concluding Volume. 

Manchejler^ 

January^ 1861. 



Briton^ the issue was not long doubtful. So when the well-named 
Agricola — pioneer no less of the nascent agriculture than of the 
infant civiliiation of Lancashire — cut down the primeval forests 
on his line of northward march in that memorable summer of 
A.D. 79, he destroyed at one fell swoop hearth and altar^ home 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE PLACE AND ITS NAME. 

The universal instinct to aggregation, which lies at the very root 
of all human society, exhibits remarkable differences in its develop- 
ment by the earlier races who held soil and rule in Britain. How 
various were the modes of grouping themselves, manifested by the 
sylvan Celt or Briton, the urban and camping Roman, the meadow- 
loving field-tilling Saxon, the seafaring coast-seeking Dane, the 
castle-building and city-dwelling Norman I The half-naked, woad- 
painted Briton, with the instincts of the savage, knowing no occu- 
pations save those of war and the chace, was essentially a Faun, a 
dweller of the woods. Within their shady mases were alike his 
home, his temple, his fortress, and his park and chace. As the 
hunter demands more space than the husbandman, so the Briton 
was necessarily more segregate than the Saxon; while his social 
ties were looser, being those of the sept, dan or tribe. The ** British 
cities'' enumerated by Nennius would now be regarded as mere 
hamlets of the rudest habitations, of mud or day-wattled cabins. 
When the disdplined Roman met in equal conflict the barbarian 
Briton, the issue was not long doubtful. So when the wdl-named 
Agricola — pioneer no less of the nascent agriculture than of the 
infant civilization of Lancashire — cut down the primeval forests 
on his line of northward march in that memorable summer of 
A.o. 79, he destroyed at one fell swoop hearth and altar, home 
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2 MAMECE8TRE. [Chap. I. 

and fane^ fort and stronghold^ shelter and ambush^ warren and 
chace ; and left the homeless and desolated Briton either to retreat 
to more distant forest fastnesses^ or to rear his rude hut in dreary 
isolation on the bare and shadeless plain — bereft at once of all 
that had theretofore made up his round of life. 

It has been stated that the Romans usually adopted existing 
British forts and cities as the sites of their stations ; but this is 
true only when those forts or places possessed that local character 
which the Roman troops invariably sought^ — the presence of 
water in spring or stream^ and the banks of one or more rivers 
to serve as part of the boundary fences of their camps. They 
particularly affected the delta or peninsula formed by the bend of 
a winding stream^ or the neck of land within the fork or con- 
fluence of two rivers. Thus while the total destruction of the 
woods left no trace of any British fort or city on the site, there 
can be no doubt that the point where the Medlock falls into the 
Irwell, near what is still called Castle Field, would be a favourite 
spot for the Romans on which to raise their chief castrum ; while 
the junction of the Irk with the Irwell at the other extremity of 
the Deansgate being a like situation, it is probable they there 
placed one of their castra astiva or summer camps. Though it 
has been somewhat positively pronounced by more than one of 
our local historians that the Romans erected their Mancunium on 
the site of an older British fortress, — for which even a name has 
been found or manufactured, — there seem to us to be no genuine 
British remains to authorise the assumption. 

What we now name Manchester appears, then, to have no sufB- 
ciently authentic origin farther back than the Roman station, which 
we know to have been garrisoned by an auxiliary body of troops 
to the Twentieth Roman legion, then stationed at Chester, — viz. 
the First Cohort (or Regiment) of Friesians, about seven hundred 
strong, who, though Romanised, were not strictly Romans. Indeed 
the old Friesic tongue is probably the nearest dialect to the early or 
Saxon English anywhere to be found. These Friesians not only 
garrisoned but colonised the locality. The savage and segregate 
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Britons in the northern parts of England, being scattered by the 
military and colonising Romans^ found themselves^ on the with- 
drawal of their conquerors^ unable to resist the inroads of the Picts 
and Scots; so they invited over the Saxons,^ who eventually 
routed the northern hordes^ conquered their own hosts^ and settled 
on and spread over the land. By their culture of the soil they 
made their social system everywhere practicable ; for every Saxon 
*'mark'' had laud enough for the sustenance of its dwellers. The 
social bonds of the family and the neighbourship; the mutual 
pledge and suretyship for each member of a burh; the tithing 
with its ten men or families^ and the wapentake or hundred of 
families, — soon peopled the country with bodies of men, gathered 
together in folds, worths (streets or rows), hams (heims or homes), 
villages, and eventually in market towns. The incursions of the 
Scandinavian sea-rovers left a less marked and less extensive, 
though perhaps equally enduring, trace of their visitation and 
conquests. They kept mainly to the coast, with its river-mouths, 
havens and creeks. Hence the area of the "Dane-lagh," except 
for the brief reigns of Canute and his two successors, was limited ; 
and they were rather the founders of many of our sea-ports than 
the rulers of our inland cities. Far otherwise was it with the 
Norman chiefs who won their broad acres by fighting under Earl 
William'^s standard at the Battle of Hastings. The care of each 
of these feudatory barons was to erect his castle in the midst of 
his barony or fee, while around it were speedily grouped not only 
his own feudal followers from Normandy, but the Saxon churls 
who still clung to the soil. Church and market soon enlarged the 
hamlet and village into the manorial town or borough. Such was 
the case with Manchester. The Saxons raised considerably the 
walls of the Roman fort to protect themselves against the Scots, and 

> Sacli is the storj as told chieflj bj Saxon monks and chroniclers. Mr. Kembla 
is of opinion, that the Saxon entrj into England was not that of an expedition or 
two, but a gradual settlement of colonj after colony, till at length thej outnumbered 
the Britons. Whicherer story bo correct, the Saxons held no rule in Britain till 
after the final departure of the Roman legions. 
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made their Manchester about Aldport. The Norman baron, eager 
for the chace, selected the neighbourhood of the Boman summer 
camp for his abode, and the Baron's Hull or Hill saw a fortified 
mansion rise on its soil ; which erentually, with its neighbouring* 
church and market, fixed Manchester's centre for ages near the 
old parish church and market-place, — shifting its locality from 
the banks of the Medlock to the vicinity of the Irk. The older 
town or (A. S.) "port*' then took the name of Aid-port. Terri- 
torially, old Manchester was in the Boman consular province 
of Maxima Csesariensis, and at the south-western border of the 
Saxon kingdom of Northumbria ; being only a few miles north of 
the Mersey, the northern boundary of the kingdom of Mercia, 
which included Cheshire. 

From these considerations of the localities, about a mile apart, 
— successively the Roman station and colony, the Saxon borough or 
town, and the Norman vill, manor and chief seat of the Barony, — 
let us turn to review briefly what is known of its ancient name 
or names. An original local name is, in all probability, the earliest 
literal record of the existence of the place itself. All original 
names have a twofold value, — firsts in their significance, as indi- 
cating some local peculiarity of situation, surface or ownership, — 
as Hulton or Hilton, the Hill town, or town on the hill ; Oldham, 
the old hamlet ; Urmston, Ormes town, or Orme-East-town. But 
this significance is of course only shown in the language of the 
people giving the name ; and therefore the name is, secondly^ an 
indication of the nation or tribe of the original dwellers. But in 
the case of Manchester its original British name, if it ever had 
one, has been lost; and that of Manceniony asserted so broadly by 
the Rev. John Whitaker, the first historian of Manchester, was 
wholly unknown to Leland and to Camden, the earliest anti- 
quarian writers who refer to its name. Whitaker's sole authority, — 
the Glossarium Antiquiiatum Brittaniarum of William Baxter, — 
does not bear out his assertions, and gives no earlier authority for 
the name ; so that we cannot claim for the supposed name '^ Man- 
cenion'^ a greater antiquity than the beginning of the eighteenth 
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century, the date of Baxter's learned but fanciful work. Baxter 
renders Man-cenion, " a place of skins or tents, t.e. a camp.'' But 
the Rev. John Davies, a recent writer with Celtic preferences, 
in his interesting Essay on The Races of Lancashire, declares that 
Baxter's secondary meaning of ''Cenion/' tents, is pure conjec- 
ture, and that it is scarcely possible to determine more than that 
the name is Celtic. 

It was Baxter's boast that he had discovered and restored the 
names of many British cities and towns. As he gives no earlier 
authority, it is not unreasonable to suppose that (on the assump- 
tion of most Roman stations being named after pre-existing British 
forts, &c.) his procedure was to select from the Itineraries and 
Notitia a number of the names of Roman stations in Britain, and 
then, firom their orthography and sound alone, to fit them to one 
or more Welsh words of somewhat similar form and sound. But 
it might have been expected from a man of his learning, that he 
would only have taken the radical portions of the Roman names, 
and have wholly disregarded a common terminal syllable, such as 
-vm. The Romans had their oppid^um, their munidpl'Um, their 
castr-um, and so in Lancashire some of their caatra were named 
Cocci-um, Veratin^um, Coluni-um, and Mamuci-um or Mancum-wm, 
In resolving what he supposed to be Roman approximations to the 
old Celtic names of places, why has Baxter taken this constant 
terminal -um into the account \ Thus strained, he manufactures a 
seemingly British name for Manchester, by putting together Man 
and cemon from Man and cuniumJ^ But of course this ideal name 
falls to the ground at once, if the real Roman name was not Man- 
cunium, but Manutium or Mamucium. Such are the vagaries into 
which a linguistic hobby may lead a scholar. John Whitaker, who 

s Compare this with what wo know of the Roman station at Wroxeter, near 
Shrewsbury. The hill in the immediate neighbourhood still bears the British name 
of the WrektHf from which was probably constructed the Roman name of Uricommmf 
but here the terminal -turn has no correlatiTe sound in the British name ; the latin- 
ising of which would bo rTWcoa-, the -ium being added as required by the genius of 
the Latin tongue and by Roman euphony. 
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also had a strong Celtic bias, eagerly accepted Baxter's unauthor- 
ised etymology, and so perpetuated the figment as an established 
fact. 

In the absence of all proof of *^ Mancenion'^ being an ancient 
name of the place, we need not further speculate on its so-called 
British name. Its Roman one, though it rests on better authority^ 
is by no means clearly ascertained. The place is not once 
named by Caesar or Tacitus, by the anonymous Geographer 
of Baveuna, by Ptolemy the Geographer, or in the Peutinger 
Table.3 It occurs only in the Itinera of Antoninus and in those of 
the monk Bichard of Cirencester. But of these two authorities 
the value is widely different. The 'great Itinerary of the Boman 
Empire, which goes under the name of the Emperor Antoninus 
Augustus, is supposed to have been compiled about a.d. 320 : the 
most accurate edition is that of Wesseling. On the other hand it 
is difficult to say how much of the description of Britain attri- 
buted to Bichard of Cirencester was really the work of a monk of 
Westminster ; and how much of it we owe to the modem author, 
Bertram of Copenhagen, who states that he found the MS. This 
MS. has very strangely disappeared, — a circumstance which must 
cast suspicion on the so-called Itinerary of Bichard. The varia- 
tions of different MSS. as to the Boman name of Manchester may 
be grouped in three couples: Mancunium or Mancocunium; 
Manucium or Manutium ; and Mamucium or Mamutium. That 
all three groups relate to a place in Lancashire is clear from the 
geographical position each holds in the Itinera in reference to 
Coccium, Cambodunum and Condate, wherever the disputed sites 
of these places may be. Wesseliug's edition of Antonine's 
Itinerary gives "Mancunium" in the 10/A Iter and "Mamucium" 
in the 2nd Iter. "Manucium" occurs in the 2nd Iter in a MS. 
of less reputation than that adopted by Wesseling. Bichard has 
"Mancunium" in his 6th Iter and his 10th Iter; but both may 

' The citj of Mantio in the Notitia (followed by those of Aluima, Oftmulodono 
and Galunio), has by some been supposed to be another Boman name for Man- 
chester. 
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have been copied from the older Itinera of Antonine. The best 
anthority, then, reduces the names to two forms — Man-cunium 
and Mam-ucium. Now it is from the former that Celtic writers 
have constmcted or adopted the supposed British name of Man- 
cenion, on the ground that where the Bomans found a place with 
an existing British name, they merely latinised that name. Of 
this practice there is doubtless abundant proof. But how^ if the 
Boman name were really Mamucium? What becomes in that 
case of man a place^ and cenum skins ? Mam^ mam-moff, is in 
Welsh (vide Lhuyd^ &c.) *' mother " and it has the same meaning 
in Gaelic as in Cambrian tongues. In Ireland several high moun- 
tains have the prefix Mam^ as Mam Turk and Mam Trassna, both 
in Galway. In Derbyshire is Mam Tor; and other instances 
might be cited. As it is not clear, then, from the Itinera whether 
the Roman name had Mam- or Man- for its first syllable, we may 
seek further evidence in the name preserved by the successors of 
the Bomans. 

The Saxons and Angles in many instances merely Teutonised 
the Boman names of places, retaining the radical portion of 
the word, and adding to it '' ceaster^' as their form of the Latin 
''castrum'' a camp or fortified place. What, then, was the 
Saxon name for Manchester? In the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
and in the oldest MS. copy of it known, we are told that in the 
year 923 King Edward (son and successor of Alfred) sent, from 
Thelwall near Warrington, a body of Mercian soldiers to take 
possession of " Mame-ceaster in North-humbria, and to repair and 
man it.'' This old MS. (in Corpus Christi College, Gambridge) 
Mr. Petrie considered the best basis for his reprint of the Chronicle 
in the Monumenta Hisiorica Britannica. In collating it for 
publication with seven other MSS., Mr. Petrie found in one of 
them (the Cottonian MS. Otho, b. xi. 2) a variation in the name, 
which is therein spelled *' Manige-ceaster.'' This MS. he regarded 
as of less authority than the former; and it is further observable 
that the Cambridge MS. is written mostly in the dialect of 
Mercia; the Cottonian MS. is of West-Saxon origin. This may 
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explain the different form of the name^ and as Manchester was on 
the confines of Mercia, the Mercian form is likely to be the most 
correct. May not Manige, however^ be a Saxon corruption of the 
British Mammog ? On the other hand Mamge in Anglo-Saxon has 
for primary meaning " Many/' its secondary sense being " Much/' 
Its Saxon significant name may therefore have been Much-Castle, 
or the Port of Many. From these speculations^ however, we 
return to the oldest authority, which gives " Mame-ceaster/' and 
prevents the etymologist from ignoring the M form of the first 
syllable. And we cannot exclude the overwhelming weight of the 
documentary evidence, which proves that if the place ever bore 
the name of Manige-ceaster, it soon lost it, and that its written 
form (however pronounced) was " Mame-cestre'* from Saxon and 
Norman times even to the end of the fifteenth century. A few 
instances might be found in which the word was written, or was 
supposed to be written, Main-cestre ; but these are so rare if real, 
and altogether so doubtful, that we have no hesitation in using the 
form of '' Mamecestre^' as the name of the town, manor and 
barony during the greater part of its existence. Any British or 
Celtic name for Manchester could only extend to about a.d. 8o, 
when the Roman rule being established here by Agricola, the 
Boman name would be substituted. This might probably endure 
for three hundred and sixty years or more, till supplanted by the 
Saxon name about the middle of the fifth century ; and this name 
of Mame-ceaster or its more Norman form of Mame-cestre, 
appears to have retained its hold for more than a thousand years. 
The last mutation, giving ^' Manchester''^ the modem form of 

^ It may be asked how Mame-^ so long in use, became changed into Man', We 
incline to think that it was the solution of a euphonic difficulty, combined with the 
nniyersal tendency in speech to dip or shorten long words. The difficulty is that 
of pronouncing the m immediately before ch — Mcvmch ; which any one who tries will 
at once experience. The getting rid of one or more syllables in a name, turning 
Brighthelmstone into Brighton, Uttoxeter into TTxeter, Gholmondeley into Chumley, 
and Hajoribanks into Harchbanks, has made, in the Tulgar pronunciation of Man- 
chester, a word of two syllables only, as Manch'ter, like Lei'ster, Glo'ster, Wor*ster, 
&c. 
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name it still bears^ is of not more than four centuries' duration. 
Enough has been urged to refute the notion of the ancient name 
being Manoenion; to suggest as to its first syllable at least an 
equal claim to consideration for the form **Mam** with **Man^* 
or ''ifii^'' (which latter^ meaning stone or rock^ was Camden^s 
supposition) ; and enough to justify the form preferred for the title 
of this worky as agreeing with almost every document now printed 
in its pages. 

The latter part of this compound word, Mam^ or Man-ehester, 
will giye little trouble. It is the Saxon form {cea$ter) of the 
Roman Castrum, a fortified military station or camp ; the c being 
pronounced ch, as in ceorl, pronounced churl, and Ceadde, i.e. 
Chad, a Saxon saint. The yarious forms which this common ter- 
mination (always denoting the site of a Roman station) assumes, 
must not tempt us aside from our particuhur subject. Yet we 
find its form of pronunciation yary in different parts of England. 
Exancestre has become Exeter ; while in some instances the same, 
or a similar local name, has different forms in different localities, 
as in Lancaster in this county, and Lanchester in Durham; in 
Manchester itself, and Mancester or Mauoeter in Warwickshire. 
One thing seems probable, that over a considerable part of the 
northern counties the harder form of caster prevails. Thus we 
have Tadcaster and Doncaster in Yorkshire, and Lancaster in the 
north of this county ; which is softened into Chester south of the 
Ribble, as Ribchester, Manchester. Can it be that the Scandina- 
vians have left the impress of their presence in the harder sound ? 
But we must quit the subject. 

While denying the authenticity of any extant British name for 
Manchester, it must not be supposed that the existence of Britons 
or Celts in the locality is called in question. They have written 
the indelible evidence of their ancient possession of the district in 
the names of its rivers and streams. Of the three rivers or larger 
streams which water Manchester, the Rev. John Davies thus 
writes : — The Ibwbll, from Ir (Welsh), fresh, vigorous ; and 
Gtaili (Welsh), a name for river, as the Gwili in Carmarthenshire ; 

c 
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properly tbat which turns or winds, — a winding stream,^ In 
composition, ^'gwili'^ loses the initial G* The Irk^ from Iwrch 
(Welsh) J the roebuck^ probably from bounding along a hill course. 
Uhuyd, in his Adversaria^ sajs there were many streams so called 
in Wales. The Medlock, from Med (Welsh), complete^ fnH ; 
and llwch (Gael, loch)* lake or pooL As to the smaller stream s^ 
the CoEN BROOK is from Cor (Welsh), narrow, and aun (Welsh )^ 
a contraction of avoHj a river ; i,e. cor-mtUf the narrow stream. 
Whitaker says that the Tib is the same with Teivi, Tavy, Towcy, 
Tav, Dove, Dee, &c., meaning simply the water or stream. 



fi An AngtO'Siucon ^tymobgy has been aiiggested for tMs mer, tIx., Ere-ipeUf 
tho "toar or white spring/' But it h more in coQaonano© with probabilltj that the 
thre« chief etreams of Manohestcr should have uamea in the einae language. Tbo 
p\lgg€stion of fk wngj that for IrV we should rood InJh^ will Bcari^elj bo endoraod hj the 
antiqiieLTj, who Imowi that ixi the oldei) timo it wm » fair, cleiir trout stream : and 
tbat eveji the existence on its bonks of the W^ko- or fulling-mill in the Walkers" Cr^ffc 
(near its co^flnet](^e with tbe Irwdl)^ bj tlie di&chargo of its uuctuoua refuie into the 
riror, onlj surrcd to fatten and make mora dftmtj aod luaciQus tho evb 00 highly 
»lkbed ai the table of the Warden and Fellaira i 



CHAPTER n. 

BBFOEB THE CONQUEST. 

From what has been already said respecting the supposed British 
appellation and the Roman and Saxon names of Manchester^ it 
will be obvious that the recorded evidence of the place's existence 
prior to the Conquest is somewhat slight. For instance, though 
there are ample proofs that here was a Roman Castrum, and even 
inscribed stones are not wanting to tell us that in all probability 
the garrison consisted mainly for a long period of the First Cohort 
of Friesians, being an auxiliary body to the Twentieth Legion 
'' Valiant and Victorious/' which so long occupied Chester, — still 
no stone has been found with any Roman form of the name of 
Manchester upon it. This fact must exclude all these interesting 
relics of the Roman rule amongst us from further notice in the 
present work. Coming down, then, to later times under Saxon or 
Anglian rule, we find Mamecestre twice named.^ The first time 
in chronological order occurs in an old Welsh Chronicle, which is 
repeated in the apocryphal rhyming story of a monk of a much 
later age. Humphrey Llhuyd thus quotes, as is supposed, this 
old Welsh Chronicle : — 

About A.D. 689 Ivor and Henyr, sons of the daughter of Gadwallader, 

* In Baines's Lanetuhire (toL ii. p. 167) it a pastage stating thai " in U). 6ao 
Edwin, King of Korthnmbria, crosting the ridge of mountains which forma the boun- 
dary of Yorkshire and Lancashire, entered the parish of Manchester, and permanently 
reduced the town under the dominion of the Saxons.** For this statement, the 
authority quoted is *' Nennius, p. 117.** But the pages of this chronider hare been 
searched in rain ; nor can any such statement be found in Bede^ who most largely 
chronicles the erents in the life of this king. No such fiict appears in the Saxon 
C^romde, and we can only giye the statement as we find it, without attaching any 
importance to it. 
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are said to have landed &om Ireland, and, with the assistance of two 
kings of "Wales, to have wasted the province of Chester, and to have 
demanded of the Saxon kings the countries from which they had wrong- 
fully expelled their parents ; but they experienced two sanguinary 
defeats from the Saxons, commanded by Ina, King of "Wessex. After 
this (adds the chronicle quoted by Llhuyd) Ina departed himself, with 
Adelard his cousen, to Queen Ethelberga, being then at Mamecestre ; 
and [both] continued there almost three moneths. — (Ormerod's 
Cheshire, vol. i. Introd. p. xxv.) 

In the Rhyming Chronicle of Robert Mannyng (often called 
Robert de Bruime, from his holding a canonry in the Fiiory of 
Black Canons at Brunne or Bourne, in Lincolnshire), produced 
about 1300, and apparently a paraphrase from a French Chronicle 
written by Peter Langtoft, a monk of Bridlington, Yorkshire, who 
lived not long before Mannyng, — we have the following metrical 
version of the facts already cited by Humphrey Llhnyd : — 

The Englis kynges turned : >ei mot do nomore, 
Bot soiorned ]>ain a while in rest s Bangore, 
jist Uk a Kyng of reame Bud mak him all redie 
At >e Faske afte >e Kyng Ine gart trie 
Home for to wend to child ^ to wife 
To yiaite ther londes, to solace |>er life. 
Ine, Kyng of West sex, for his wife sent 
Unto Malmceetre ; )»e quene till him went. 

In modem English — 

The Bnglish kings turned : they could do no more 
But sojourned them awhile, in rest, at Bangor ; 
So that each King of realm should make him all ready, 
At the Easter, after King Ina would tarry, 
Homeward to go, to child and to wife, 
To yisit their lands and solace their life. 
Ina^ King of Wessex, for his wife sent 
Unto Mamecestre : the Queen to him went. 

Of this story no corroboration is afforded by the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle, which, however, has but a few meagre notices of Ina. 
It is useless speculating on these old rhyming chronicles, which 
are full of fabulous stories. We are content to print the passage. 
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which must be taken for what it is worth. On better authority, 
however, is there record of a later event, — the rebuilding and 
fortifying of Mamecestre, about a century and a half before the 
Norman Conquest. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, in the Monu- 
menta Historica Britannica, is printed [to a.d. 955] from an 
ancient MS., the oldest known, in Corpus Christi College, Cam- 
bridge, having been carefully collated with six other MSS. 
(marked B to 6) and the variations duly noted. The following is 
the passage in the original, with the notes marking the various 
readings of the several MSS. At that period the year commenced 
on Christmas Day : — 

Tin, DCCCC.XXIII.— -»|>ep on »]>5rrum geape j:<5p Cabpeapb cynins mib »pepbe. 
on ufan hwpjreft. to "^DelpKle* anb het ^ef^jican ]>a "burg* anb ^erettan anb 
^emanman* anb het o'Spe ^epb* eac op "CDiepcna )>eobe* )>a hpile J>e he ]>Kp f»t. 
Sejtapan *CDame-ceaftep on ''Nop'5'hymbpum* anb hie s^betan anb semanman/ 
''[l^ep pop'Sjrepbe Plesemunb apcebij-ceop. *f>^p Regnolb »c5rnins *^e|»n ^^Coyop- 
pic ] — {M<mwn, Hist. Brit, p. 38 1 .) 

[NOTB8 TO THB ABOVB.] 

» not in B. 0. D. E. F. » hyrrom 0-. » jrjrpbe G. « D8Blp»le 0-. « buph 0-. 
" yyipb Q-. ^ CD5rpcna Q-. » CDanise- Qt. * NopiS-hymbpan Qt. w [Inserted in A.] 
» D. E. F. » cyns E. cms F. « %eyaxai P. <» eojreppic E. Cnoppic F. 

A. 923. In this year, after harvest, King Edward went with his 
forces to Thelwall, and commanded the burh to be built, and occupied, 
and manned ; and commanded another force, also of Mercians, the while 
that he sate there, to take possession of Manchester in North-humbria, 
and repair and man it. This year died Archbishop Plegemund. This 
year King Eegnold won York. — (Monum. Hist Brit, p. 381.) 

923. This year went King Edward with an army late in the harvest 
to Thelwall, and ordered the borough to be repaired and inhabited and 
manned. And he ordered another army, also from the population of 
Mercia, the while he sat there, to go to Manchester, in Northumbria, 
to repair and to man it. — (Baines's Lancashire, vol. i. p. 52).^ 

7 Florence of Worcester states that in the antomn season of the year 920, the most 
unyanquished King Edward proceeded to Thelwall, and there bnilt a city, and for its 
protection left certain of the brayest of his army. He sent also a force of Mercians 
into Northumberland; that they might restore the city of Mameeeasier, and place 
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being two Chorltons (the cbeorrs town or dwelling), Withington, 
Pendleton, Barton, Swinton, Maunton or Monton, Winton, Burgh- 
ton or Broughton, Moston, Foxdenton, three Heatons, Newton, 
Middleton, Pilkington, Castleton, Gorton, Denton, Chaderton, 
Clifton, Houghton and Westhoughton, three Hultons, &c. Of 
bury, from the Anglo-Saxon burh or byrig, are Bury, Didsbury, 
and Pendlebury. Of taick, from the Anglo-Saxon wic, a village, 
are Atherswick now Ardwick, Gotherswick, (? Bexwick or Bes- 
wick,) &c. Prestwich is only a softer form of this termination. 
Of ham, i.e. hamlet, are Cheetham, Oldham, Irwellham now 
Irlam's, Reced-ham now Rochdale. Of holme or hulme, a low 
flat, we have two Hulmes, Busholme, Kirkmanshulme, and 
Levenshulme. Of ley, a pasture, are Workedley now Wors- 
ley, Blakeley, &c. Of hey, a cleared inclosure. Harper's- now 
Harpurhey, Greenheys, &c. Of worthy a street, row, or village 
of one row or street, Failsworth, Butterworth, &c. 0( ford, a 
passage over a river bed, we have Salford, TraflFord, Stretford, 
Longford, and Bradford. Of saUe or sale, a hall or mansion, are 
Sale (Cheshire), Ordsal, Kersal, Curmesale now Crumpsall, perhaps 
Salford, &c. Of shaw, a small wood, are Audenshaw, Openshaw, 
&c. Of dene, a valley, are Drylsdene now Droylsden, Deane 
near Bolton, and as a prefix Denton, Fox Denton, &c. Of edge^ 
Brunedge and Edgecroft, now Bumage and Agecroft. The few 
local names that do not come into these lists (which might be 
much extended) are mostly of Saxon character. Of such are 
Ancotes, Redditch now Reddish, Radcliffe, Whitfield, Whitacres, 
Heywood, &;c. Several personal names of Saxon origin lie con- 
cealed in these local names. Thus of the two forms of Ceadde and 
Cedde (pronounced Chad and Ched), we have Chat Moss, Chad- 
derton, Chadkirk, and perhaps Cheetham and Cheetwood. Ather's- 
wick, Didde's- or Ditte's-bury, Dryle's-den, Bex- or Becky's- wick, 
Gothers'-wick, Pilking-ton, Leven's-hulme, Aldwyn's-shaw (Auden- 
shaw), Ord's or Worde's-sal, Orm's-est-ton (Urmston), Curme's- 
sale (Crumpsall), are instances in the immediate neighbourhood. 
As to small streams, — sikes or ditches, rindles or rivulets, brooks. 
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&c., — it may suffice to name the Red or Reedy ditch (Red-dish)^ 
the Moss-ditch^ the Gore-brook, Cringle-brook, Slade-brook, the 
Hartwell-sike, the Grise-brook, Bradley-brook, the Miichel- or 
Mickle-ditch, &c. As to Saxon names for varieties of land surface 
and division, natural and artificial, the map of Lancashire, and 
especially that of the hundred of Salford, abounds with hulls, lowes, 
brows, shaws, holts, halghes, felds, meads, crofts, doughs, rakes, 
acres, furlongs, rigs (ridges), falls, intakes, doles, laches or leaches, 
&c. In this indelible mode have the Saxons stamped upon the 
face of the land, and upon the speech, habits, and manners of the 
people, the broad characteristics of that old Teutonic race which 
now holds a dominion wider than any other in the world's history. 
To dwell on these broad unwritten records would lead us from our 
stricter limits, and we must therefore pass to the next 'Mitera 
scripta,^' exhibiting the condition of Manchester in Saxon times ; 
and that is to be found in the Norman survey of the kingdom 
named the Domesday Boc, so far as it records anything which 
existed in the time of Edward the Confessor, who reigned from 
June 1041 to the 5th January 1066, and who was regarded by the 
Conqueror as the last Saxon King of England ; Harold, who only 
held the crown nine months, being by the Normans deemed a 
usurper. But as this survey is in fact a Norman document, it 
will be more convenient to treat of both its Saxon and its Norman 
periods under the same head. Substantially, however, the only 
part of the hundred of Salford that was held in his own hand by 
King Edward the Confessor was RadclifFe ; but he was the supe- 
rior lord of all the immediate occupants of land within the 
hundred. 
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CHAPTER III. 

NOEMAN TIMES. — DOMESDAY. 

The Norman Survey of England^ as embodied in the Domesday 
Book^ is the first record relating to the hundred or wapentake of 
Salford^ which hundred includes in its soil the manor and the 
greater part of the barony of Manchester. The "Dom-boc** 
includes some particulars as to the hundred in the time of King 
Edward the Confessor, who reigned from a.d. 1041 to the 5th 
January 1066 ; as well as the state of the hundred at the time of 
the Norman Survey, 1080-1086; and it may be well to explain 
the circumstances under which this great survey and valuation of 
the lands of England was made. The Stucon Chronicle tells us 
that 

After the Synod, held in London in a.d. 1075, "the king ["William 
I.] held a lai^ meeting and very deep consultation with the council, 
about this land ; how it was occupied, and by what sort of men. Then 
sent he his men over all England into each shire ; commissioning them 
to find out — How many hundreds of hides were in the shire, what 
lands the king himself had, and what stock upon the land ; or what 
dues he ought to have by the year from the shire. Also they were to 
record in writing how much land his archbishops had, and his diocesan 
bishops, and his abbots, and his earls ; what or how each man had, who 
was an occupier in England, either in land or stock, and how much 
money it was worth. So very narrowly, indeed, did he commission 
them to trace it out, that there was not one single hide, nor a yard of 
land ; nay, moreover, — (it is shameful to teU, though he thought it no 
shame to do it) — not even an ox, nor a cow, nor a swine, was there 
left, that was not set down in his writ. And all the recorded particulars 
were afterwards brought to him." 

Kelham, in his Domesday Book Illustrated, states that the incom- 
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What mills and fisheries ; how many freemen^ socmen^ co-liberti| 
cotarii^ bordarii, radmanni^ radchenistres, viUani^ maid-servants 
and bondmen^ are there? What churches are there, and how 
many priests or parsons? What customary rents, presentations 
and services are to be paid and rendered out of the lands ? What 
has been added to the manor, what withheld from it, and by 
whom ? What land is waste ? What was the whole let for in the 
time of King Edward ? What is the net rent, whether it is rented 
too high, or whether it may be improved? 

The whole number of tenants in capite (besides bishops, abbots, 
priors and churchmen, and the king's thanes, el^mosynaries, 
ministers and servants) who held all the lands in England of the 
Conqueror, was about four hundred and twenty; and all others 
that had any estates, held of the great tenants by mesne tenure ; 
and each of these had a few socmen and an infinite number of 

" ISreemen or freeholders were those who held by free or military tenure, as distin- 
guished from those who held by base or serrile tenure. Socmen (from iSboo, a soke, 
privilege, liberty or immunity) the occupiers of Unds 6*60 frK>m certain named serrioes 
and other burdens. The Drenches or Drenges held their lands (manors or berewioks) 
by free soocage, or in Anglo-Norman ** frank-ferme,*' the serrioes of which were not 
only certain, but honourable. Co-UberH were tenants in soccage, and particularly 
such yilleins as were manumitted or made freemen. They were of middle condition, 
between freemen and senrants. CoiarU or cottagers were the customary tenants of 
cottages, •'.«. small houses, without any land belonging to them, held in bondage by 
the will of the court or manor. They were usually naUve^ or bom serfr. Among 
other serrioes they had to mow the lord's meadow, to bring fud and building timber 
to the lord's hall or mansion house ; to plough, harrow and reap the lord's com, 
and bring it to his bam, &c. Bordarii or bordars were a similar dass of small, 
customary, unfree, cottage tenants; bound to supply the lord with poultry and 
eggs, and other small proTisions for his hoard or entertainment. Badmamm and 
Madeheniiires, i»e, radmans and radknights (a kind of socmen, but some lees free 
than others) were feudal vassals, attendant on the lord as bis guard; their more 
modem name being Retainers. ViUafUy yilleins, were so called from villa a country 
farm, whereat they were dependent to do serrice. They were unfree, registered as of 
the soil, and bound to till the lord'& lands; holding by the base tenure called yiUen- 
age. So serrile was their condition that they were usually sold and transferred with 
the fiurm to which they belonged. Maid'servanUt bondwomen, or nei/k (Fr. naff^ 
ije, nativa), were also among the nalwi, or bom serfr. Bondmen, bondi, were those 
who entered serfhood by a bond of agreement ; or bound themscWes to serre, by 
corenant. 
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men of slavish condition^ called servi, villani^ bordarii and cotarii 
[serfs, villeins, bordars and cottagers] , under them. 

In the Domesday Survey the name of Lancashire does not once 
occur; but what is now known as South Lancashire, including 
however Leyland and Blackburn, is surveyed under Cheshire, by 
the title of ''Inter Bipam et Mersha," that is, "Lands between 
Ribble and Mersey." The northern part of the county (Amoun- 
demess, and Lonsdale north and south) is comprehended in the 
survey of Yorkshire. For the purposes of the present work it will 
suffice to copy from the printed version of Domesday (with one 
slight addition), that portion only which relates to the hundred of 
Salford.9 We may premise, however, that at the beginning of the 
South Lancashire record, in place of a list of tenants under the 
king in capite, is an entry of which the following is a translation : 
" King William holds all that land between the Bibble and Mersey 
which Roger of Poictou held.*' In other words, William the Con- 
queror, at the time of the survey, held all the lands in South 
Lancashire, previously granted by himself to Roger of Poictou. *° 

Ivex . E . tenuit Salford . Ibi . in . hidee. /ziT SaLFORD H7ND. 
7 XII . caruc . trse Wastse . 7 Foresta . in . leuu Ig . 7 tntd lat. 



^ It i« remarkable that of the six hundreds into which Lanoashire south of the 
Bibble was diyided at the time of the Domesday Surrey, Salford is perhaps the 
only one which retains its ancient area unchanged ; those of Newton and Warrington 
being absorbed into West Derby, and those of Leyland and Blackburn undergoing 
some change. 

^ Boger de Poictou was the third son of Boger de Montgomery, Earl of Arundel 
and Shrewsbury (who led the centre at the famous battle of Hastings), and was so 
called because he married a Foicterin lady, Almodes, Countess de la BCarche. He is 
said to haye possessed three hundred and ninety-eight manors ; but he lost much of 
his Lancashire possessions by his defection from the king before the compilation of 
Domesday. The honour of Lancaster was restored to him in the reign of William 
II. ; but having rebelled against Henry I., and taken part with the king's brother 
Bobert Duke of Normandy, he was depriyed of all his estates, and banished in iioi. 
From that time the honour of Lancaster remained in the Crown tlU it was bestowed 
on Bandle sumamed de Bricasard and also de Meschines, third Barl of Chester* 



7 ibi plures haise 7 aira accipitris. [ad Salford. 

Radecliue teneb rex . E . p S . Ibi . i . hida . 7 alia hid ptinen 

^ccta S' MARIE . 7 seccta S' Michael teneb in Mamecestre. 

una carue tne . q^eta ab omi csuetud pt geld. 

A.d hoc 33 uel HVND ptineb . xxi . bereuuich . teneb 

totid taini p totid Maner . In quibj ttVLS . xi . hidae 7 dimid. 

7 X . caruc trse 7 dimid. 

Siluse ibi . ix . leuu 7 dim Ig . 7 v . leuu 7 una qrent lat. 

Vn9 eo]^ Gamel tenen' . 11 . hid in Recedha . habeb suas csue 

tudines q^etas . pier . vi . has . Furtu . Heinfare . Forestel. 

Pace) infracta . tminu fractii apposito stabilitu . pugna 

post sacramtu factu remanente . H emdab . xl .solid. 

Aliqu86 haru trarQ eraA^ q^tse ab omi csuetud pt geld. 

7 aliqtae a geldo suy q^etae. ^ 

Tot S3 Salford cu HVND reddeb . xxx.vii . lib 7 iiii . soi. 

h 

Modo sunt in 33 in dnio . 11 « car . 7 viii . serui . 7 it . uitt cu . i . car. 
Valet . c . solid hoc diiium. 

JUe hac tra huj9 cS ten milites dono Bogerij pictau. 

"" *" .0 "^ "^ 

Nigellus . Ill . hid . 7 dimid caruc trx . Warin . 11 . car . trae. 

7 alt Warin9 . i . caruc 7 dimid . Goiefrid^ . i . caruc trae . Gamel 

h h 7 IK. botd*. 

.11 . car trae . In his sunt . iii . taini . 7 xxx . uiHi 7 pbr 7 x. 
serui . Int oms hnt . xxii . car . Valet . vii . Ub. 

In Lailand hvnd. 

Hoes huj9 S5 7 de Salford ii opabant p csuetud ad aula regis, 
neq^ meteba^ in Augusto . Tantm . 1 . haia in silua facieb. 
7 habeb sanguinis forisfactui^ . 7 feminae passae uiolent. 
De alijs csuetudinib} alio]^ supio]^ Manerio]^ era/v csortes. 
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In Salfobd Hukdbed. 

King Edward [the GonfesBor] held Salford. There [are] three hides.^^ 
And twelve carves^' of land waste. And forest three miles long, and the 
same broad. And there [are] many hajs^' and an aerj of hawks. 

King Edward held Badediue (Badcliffe) for a manor. There [is] one 
hide, and another hide belonging to Salford. 

The church of St. Mary and the church of St. Michael held in Mame- 
cestre one carve of land, free from all customs save [P Dane] geld.^^ 

To this manor or hundred [of Salford] there belonged twenty-one 
berewicks^** which were held by as many thanes, for [or as] so many 
manors. In which there were eleven hides and a half, and ten carves 
and a half of land. The woods there are nine miles and a half long and 
five miles and one quarenten [furlong] broad. 

One of these [thanes] Ghimel, holding two hides in Eecedham (Boch- 
dale), had them free frx>m all customs ^^ save these six: Theft, Heinfare,^ 
Forestel,^^ Breach of the king's peace, Destroying [or removing] a 

>> There is a studied brevity m the oompilation of thia record of Burrey. As it 
notices the state of the land at two distinct periods — one in Saxon, the other in 
Korman times — it might be expected that the difference would always be marked by 
the tenses of the verbs used ; but in many places the verb is altogether omitted ; and 
the verbs placed in brackets are only inserted on supposition — m or wu, ar9 or foere^ 
being left to conjecture. 

" We prefer this really English name to the Latin earueate. Both mean a 
"plough-hind." 

" Hays. P Deer-stands ; railed or hedged indosures in the forest. 

M Xhe Dane-geld was a tax originating out of the practice of buying off the Danish 
invaders by large sums of money. It was first of one Saxon shilling, afterwards of 
2t. (as at the time of the survey) laid upon every hide of land in the kingdom. Ex- 
clusive of houses in towns (which were also rated) there were 243,600 hides of arablo 
land in the kingdom ; so that the tax would amount at zs, the hide to 24,360/. Saxon. 
Dane-geld was first levied about the year 991, and continued for its original purpose 
tiU the reign of Edward the Ck)nfes8or ; but in course of time, as in the Oonqueror'a 
reign, it seems to have been applied to the private purposes of the monarch. 

^ Berewicks were villages or hamlets belonging to a manor, of which sometimes 
mesne manors were made. It is impossible now to identify these berewicks. 

^ Customs here mean the customary dues or payments. 

V Heinfare, q,d. Hind-departing, was a forfeiture to the lord, for flight for munler, 
for killing his servant or hind, or for inveigling him away. 

^ Forettelf ».«. to place before or steal before another, was the assaulting or 
obstructing of any person on the king's highway. 
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boundary firmly placed, Bemainiiig behind after oath taken to fight.^^ 
For these [offences] the amends [or forfeitures] were forty shillings. 
Others of these lands were free from all customs save [Dane] geld, and 
are now partly free from [Dane] geld^. 

The whole manor of Salford, with the hundred, paid [as rent] thirty- 
seven pounds four shillings. There are now in the manor, in the de- 
mesne two ploughs and eight serfs [servi], and two villeins [villani] 
with one plough.^^ This demesne is worth one hundred shillings. 

The land of this manor is held by the knights, of the gift of Eoger de 
Poictou. I^el [has] three hides and half a carve of land. Warin two 
carves of land. And another Warin one carve and a half. Goisfrid one 
carve of land. Oamel two carves of land. In these [lands] there are 
three thanes and thirty villeins, and nine bordars [or cottagers : bordarii] 
and a priest, and ten serfs [servi]. Among them all they have twenty- 
two ploughs. It is worth seven pounds. 

[The followiug is placed under the survey of Leyland hundred.] 

The men of this manor [Leyland] and of Salford did not work by 
custom at the hall [or manor-house] of the king ; nor did they reap in 
August. They only made one hay in the wood. And they had [or were 
subject to] the forfeitures for bloodshed, aud for the violation of women. 

^ We hare preferred rendering tills literally. The Bey. William Bawdwen, who 
translated Domesday, renders it " desertion after enlisting ;*' but we think this use of 
modem terms, sufficiently significant of modem usage, hardly correct as regards 
offences against Saxon or Norman law eight centuries ago. The then mode of obtain- 
ing soldiers was more like impressment or conscription than enlistment. 

* This is translated by the Bev. W. Bawdwen (see Baines's Limeashirey yoL i. 
p. 105) : *'The rest of these lands were free from all customs except danegeld, and 
they are partly free from danegeld.*' 

^ Oare is required in the translation of the Domesday record to disoriminate be- 
tween earuca a plough, and oarmeaia a carye or plough-land. Both words are therein 
abbreyiated, and although the usual form is ear, for earuea, and canto, for carueata^ 
this is not always the case ; and sometimes both are written by the first syllable only 
ear. But the measure of land has usually the word Urrm following it ; and eyen 
where this is not the case, the nature and order of the commissioners* inquiries will 
preyent the reader from fiidling into error ; for one of the questions bemg ** How 
much in demesne, how much in tenancy, and what number ot plwght will it keep P " 
it is a safe rule^ when the abbreyiation ''car.*' occurs in a record of the survey of 
demesne lands, to translate it ** ploughs." 
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They were sharers in [or in like condition with respect to] the other 
customs of other superior manors.^ 

It thus appears that in the whole hundred of Salford only four 
places are named in Domesday^ — Manchester, Salford, Radcliffe 
and Rochdale. But this is the less remarkable when it is borne 
in mind that the same survey designates the extent of the forest 
within the manor as nine square miles ; the woods in the hundred 
as nine and a half miles long by five miles and one-eighth broad, 
or not much less than forty-nine square miles, out of about four 
hundred, the area of the entire hundred ; and the waste land of 
the manor as twelve carucates or carves of land. 

The hide was the Saxon measure of land, and in the Domesday 
Survey, in the time of Edward the Confessor, land is described as 
so many hides ; and this it is supposed was reduced, for the mea- 
surements taken at the survey, to the Norman standard of so 
many carucates or carves. But what was the hide, and what the 
carucate? Various authors, having in vain tried to reconcile 
conflicting statements in Domesday and elsewhere, have come to 
the conclusion that they were variable measures. From the 
Domesday Book itself we learn that " Twelve carucates of land 
make one hide ; a carucate contains one hundred acres ; and every 

bovate or oxgang contains fifteen acres But in that part 

of Lancashire which lies between the rivers Ribble and Mersey, iu 
every hide there were six carucates of land.'* As to the hide, it 
was originally as much arable land as would suffice to maintain 
one family or household — usually in Saxon times by a threefold 

B The nature of theee exemptions and immunities will be better understood from 
a passage in Domesday under the hundred of West Derby : *' All these thanes [hold- 
ing a manor each of Roger de Poictou] were accustomed to pay two ores of pennies 
[m. 8d. or 3«. 4^.] for each canre of land [there being one or two carres in each 
manor]. And by custom they built the king's [mano^-jhouses with their appur- 
tenances, as the yilleins did, and [constructed] the fisheries, and the hays and stands 
in the wood ; and whosoerer did not go to this serrioe when he ought, was fined 2«., 
and afterwards went to the work, and laboured till it was finished. Every one of 
them, moreoTer, sent their reapers for one day in August, to cut the king's com. If 
he did not, he was amerced in m." 
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rotation of crops. To that accomplished Saxon scholar, the late 
John Mitchell Kemble, we owe the satisfactory solution of the 
quantity of land comprised in the hide. In his Saxons in England 
he enters into most extensive and elaborate computations, on data 
derived from the unrivalled collection of Anglo-Saxon charters 
edited by himself; and he reconciles many apparent anomalies 
and contrarieties in ancient documents. It seems that besides the 
difference caused by the long and short hundred (120: 100) the 
Saxons had both a large and a small acre. Their yard measure 
was larger than the English yard of later days in the proportion 
of 1 to 1 • 1 ; in other words the Saxon yard contained 39*6 of our 
inches. Their furlong was 200 Saxon or 220 English yards. In 
square measure, a plot of land 200 square yards long (the length 
of the furrow) and ^ broad (1000 square yards Saxon, or 1210 
English) constituted a square furlong or rood (in Latin SLjugenan 
or quarentena), which was in fact the small acre of Saxon times. 
Four of these roods or square furlongs (4000 square yards Saxon, 
4840 English) made the Saxon large acre, which is almost iden- 
tical with our statute acre. It follows that the hide, when it is 
stated in documents to contain 100 or 120 acres, really refers to 
the rood or small acre; 100 of which Saxon, or 120 English, make 
one hide. But it is more convenient to take the Saxon large acre, 
as so nearly the same with our present statute acre ; and we find 
that of these 30 Saxon (equivalent to 33^ English and to 40 
Norman) acres make the hide. Mr. Kemble has thrown so much 
light on this subject that it is to be regretted he did not also 
elucidate the area of the Norman carve or carucate. The quota- 
tions given above from Domesday indicate great variations in this 
measure. Thus 12 carucates=i hide; but in South Lancashire 
6 carucates=i hide; and again the carucate contains 100 acres. 
In various ancient documents the hide and the carucate are shown 
to be different names for the same area of land. The etymology 
of the word, from caruca a plough, in English " carve" or " plough- 
land,'' may assist in solving the difficulty. If it were as much 
land as could be tilled by one plough (and Skene thus defines it, 
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adding " in a year and a day") it must have varied in quantity ; 
for a plongh in a light, sandy or loamy soil^ would do twice as 
much work as in a tenacious clay^ or hard rugged soil. In 
Domesday we find differences, however, between the carve and 
the plough, as " 44 carves of land, which 30 ploughs can till /' 
" 85 carves, which may be ploughed with 45 ploughs /' ''15 carves, 
which 8 ploughs may till,'* &c. As the Domesday Survey had 
particular reference to the tax on land, it was more important to 
indicate it by its plough-ability than by its acreage. The first, 
with a variable quantity of land, would give about an equal 
value ; the second, with a fixed quantity of land, would demand 
an ever-varying assessment or valuation. And this assumption 
can alone account for the great discrepancies in the alleged acre- 
age of the carucate. In the time of Richard I. it was stated to be 
sixty acres ; and if the large acre be meant, that would be nearly 
two hides to the carucate ; if the small acre, the carucate would 
be fifteen large acres, or about half a hide. At first it might 
be expected that the statement in Domesday that the churches 
of St. Mary and St. Michael held in Mamecestre one carucate of 
[arable] land, would settle the question. But though there is 
some ground for supposing that this carucate was the detached 
portion of the township of Newton called from Saxon times 
Kirk-mans-hulme {i.e. the church-man or priest's home or dwell- 
ing), the area of this land affords no clue to that of the carucate. 
John Whitaker, in his History of Manchester (vol. ii. p. 434), states 
that according to a late and accurate measurement, Kirkmanshulme 
contained 239a. 2r. 39/9. statute measure, inclusive of the ground 
taken up by the hedgerows and ditches. And he adds, with his 
usual temerity: "240 statute acres, therefore, were the general 
complement of the ancient carucate." A more safe and sound 
deduction from the extent of area would have been, either that the 
original gifb of a carucate had received large additions by subse- 
quent donations, or that it was now blended with other adjoining 
acquisitions of the collegiate body, and could not be distinguished^ 
all being included in the present hamlet of Kirkmanshulme. Again^ 
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taking the statement in Domesday that in South Lancashire [in 
Derby hundred] six carucates make one hide^ we have twenty 
roods or small acres^ or five large or statute acres^ as the area of 
the carucate. Bracton states that a deed of Thomas de Arden of 
19th Edward II. (1325-26) shows that the carucate was then 
100 acres of land. Dr. Whitaker^ in his Whalley, states that the 
manors in Blackburn hundred averaged about one and a half 
carucate each; that the oxgang was 16 acres, and the carucate 
128 acres. This gives the average area of the Blackburn hundred 
manors as 192 acres. If the word carucate in Domesday imply 
any fixed quantity of land, perhaps it would be the safest conclu- 
sion to regard it as one-fifth or one-sixth of the hide. In the 
West Derby hundred, the worth of a carucate (2*. 8rf.) was just 
one-sixth that of the hide (i6«.) 

In his Whalley (pp. 46 et seq.) Dr. Whitaker thus comments on 
this portion of the Domesday Survey : — 

In the manor of Salford, which denominated the hundred, were three 
hides and twelve carucates of land. Badclifie alone had been the imme- 
diate property of King Edward : over the rest of the hundred he was 
only lord paramount. 

In Manchester were two churches respectively dedicated to St. Mary 
and St. Michael, holding one carucate between them (we are not told 
whether in common) liable to the geld only. In this himdred were 
somewhat more than forty-five [square] miles of native wood. To this 
hundred also, in King Edward's time, appertained twenty-one bere- 
wicks, held each by a Saxon thane, for so many manors. They con- 
sisted of eleven and a half hides and ten and a half carucates; or, 
according to the account given of the hide in the Derby hundred, about 
seven hundred acres each.^ One of these thanes named Gbmel, who 

^ We give thia calculation as it stands, without being able to peroeiye its aocuracj. 
If the carucate be i a8 acres, 6 carucates being equiyalent to the hide in Derby hun- 
dred, then ii| hides would be equivalent to 69 carucates or 8,832 acres: io| caru- 
cates^ 1,344 acres; total of ii| hides and io| carucates, 10,176 acres — which, 
divided by 21, gives about 484I acres for each berewick, and not 700 as stated. If 
the carucate be 128 acres, and 6 carucates=i hide, then the hide would contain 768 
acres. Can this be the cause of the error ? The acre is not defined ; we arc left in 
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held two hides in Becedham (certainly Bochdale), had certain peculiari- 
ties in his customs, which have been already explained. Nothing is 
said of the castle, which, as it gave denomination to Castleton, must 
have existed before this time, but was now probably in decay, yet seems 
to have been afterwards restored, as the burgesses of a decayed castle 
here are mentioned as late as the reign of Edward II. The quantity of 
land held by Qamel will, I think, warrant the conclusion that he was 
thane of the four townships into which that parish is divided. 

At the time of Domesday a great revolution had taken place in the 
state of property here. There remiuned in demesne two carucates, 
cultivated by eight slaves and two villans, who occupied one carucate 
between them.^ 

Of the rest of the hundred, Eoger of Poitou had already granted out, 
to be held by military service, to one Nigel three hides and half a 
carucate; to Warin, two carucates; another "Warin, one and a half 
carucate ; Qoif^d [supposed to be the first sheriff of Lancashire], one 
carucate (all Norman names); and to Gamel, perhaps the old lord 
of Becedham, two carucates. These were occupied by three thanes, 
thirty villans, nine bordarii, one presbyter, and eight slaves, holding in 
all twenty-two carucates. Here let it be observed that three hides and 
seven carucates are described as equal to twenty-two carucates ; there- 
fore the hide here consisted of five carucates :-^ the demesne consisted 
of three carucates. But this is far from accounting for the quantity of 
land enumerated above, which amounts at the same rate to ninety-three 
carucates. This will be explained by the difference in the rental. Under 
King Edward the hundred of Salford yielded 37 Z. 4*. At the time of 
the survey it was reduced (undoubtedly by depopulation and neglect) 
to 12I. 

doubt whether the LancMhire acre of 7,840 square yards is implied, or the modem 
•tatute aore of 4,840 square yards. 

^ We read this differently, vis., that in the demesne were two ploughs amongst 
eight serfs, and a third plough worked by two villeins. 

' All this calculation depends upon whether the classes of men named held twenty- 
two carucates of land, as the Bev. W. Bawdwen and Dr. Whitaker render it, or had 
amongst them twenty-two ploughs, as we translate the passage. The original has 
'* Inter omnes habent aa ear.^* not caruc, or eyen ear, ierrts. It should also be 
noted that Domesday generally describes land, whether hides or oarucates, as held; 
ploughs as had. The number of ploughs (a a) agrees with that of the berewioka in 
the time of Edward the Confessor. 
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It is very difficult to conceive the statement here given of the inha- 
bitants to be meant of the entire population ; yet how can any enume- 
ration descend lower than slaves ? Even comprehending these, only 
sixty-three flEimilies are accounted for in the hundred of Salford; and 
how should these consume the produce of 3,500 acres ; or how indeed 
cultivate the ground, of which a large portion must have been under 
tillage? 

The five knights holding amongst them the manor (or hundred) 
of Salford were : — mtSS^Srv^ 

1 Nigel [? Baron of Halton and Widnes] 3 i 

2 Warin [? Banastre^ Baron of Newton] 2 

3 Warin [? Busli or Buseel^ Baron of Penwortham] li 

4 Ooisfrid [? Goisfrid^ sheriflFof Derby hundred] 1 

5 Oamel [ ? the thane who held 2 hides in Eochdale] 2 

Total Q 7 



Of these five names^ the first four are undoubtedly Norman. 
Nigellus is the Latin form of Niele or Neale. A Nigel, a younger 
son of BrOger de Toeny, standard bearer of Normandy, accom- 
panied the Conqueror to England, and held various lordships in 
Derbyshire. Warenne or Garenne, was both a christian and a 
surname. It implied what the English word warren still means. 
Banastre and Buscel, were the surnames of two Lancashire barons 
named Warin, who came over with the Conqueror. Goisfrid is 
the Norman form of Godfrey, i.e. Anglo-Saxon God, and frede 
peace, — God's or good peace. The Saxon Gamel meant old. 
As to the relative holdings, Nigel had three hides and half a carve, 
or rather more than one hundred and ten statute acres ; the other 
four only holding one hide and one carve and a half amongst them. 
Albert Greslet (Senex) married a daughter of William Fitz-Nigel 
(i.e. William son of Nigel), baron of Halton and Widnes and con- 
stable of Chester. If the Gamel be identical with the thane who 
in the time of King Edward held two hides in Recedham, then 
the hide and the carve would seem to be difierent names for the 
same quantity of land. But Dr. Whitaker points out that the 
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twenty-two carves [? ploughs] which all the holders possessed 
amongst them, are equivalent to the three hides seven carves of 
the five knights. In this case the hide would be equivalent to five 
carves, as3X5=i54-7=22 carves. The carve in this case would 
only be twenty Saxon small acres, or about six and a half statute 
acres. But all this is mere conjecture. 

What is the picture, then, which the Domesday Survey paints 
for us in the hundred of Salford eight hundred years ago?^ First 
as to the woods and forests. These were extensive ; but the two 
require distinct definitions. The ''Silvse" of Domesday imply 
woods of trees, more or less thickly growing. The "Poresta*' is 
thus defined by Manwood, the great authority on forest law : " A 
forest is a certain territory of woody grounds, privileged for wild 
beasts and fowls of forest, chace, and warren, to rest and abide in 
under the protection of the king, for his pleasure and recreation." 

In the manor of Salford alone there was forest (ground not wholly 
covered with wood) to the extent of nine square miles; having 
many deer-hays, and an aery of hawks. This forest included much 
pasture ground. In the manor or hundred, there were about 
forty-nine square miles of wood, probably none of it as old as the 
Roman times, but all the growth of the six centuries between their 
quitting Britain and the Norman Conquest. Next comes the land, 
whether used for pasture or culture. It seems to us not impro- 
bable that the term '^hide'^ was used in Domesday to denote the 
quantity or measure of all land used as meadow and pasture, 
exclusive of wood, forest and waste; and that land under the 
plough was measured by the " carucate,'* carve or plough-land. In 
the manor were three hides and twelve carves of land, waste. But 

^ John Whitaker says (vol. ii. p. 120) that the hundred of Salford had juat ten 
manors, ten tithings and one hundred townships within its limits. In its parochial 
diyision it consisted of ten parishes, comprehending one hundred townships. Origi- 
nally manors, parishes, and tithings were commensurate throughout the kingdom ; 
and the hundred of Salford seems to have had these proportions. Ten manors or 
tithings or parishes, comprising one hundred townships, constituted the hundred. 
There are now twelye parishes in the hundred, that of Ashton-under-Lyne being 
originally in the parbh of Manchester ; and Bolton, though an ancient manor, is only 
a modern parish. 
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it is not clear whether the whole quantity was waste^ or only the 
twelve Carres which had been arable. In Radcliffe there was one 
hide, and another belonging to the hundred. The two churches 
then existing in Mamecestre held a carve of land. Then in the 
hundred, twenty-one berewicks consisted of eleven and a half 
hides and ten and a half carves of land. These quantities cannot 
be merely a larger and a smaller denomination of measure, like 
acres, roods and perches ; for the carve being a fifth or sixth of 
the hide, the sum would have been stated as thirteen and a half 
hides and half a carve ; or thirteen and a half hides, one and a half 
carve. They must here indicate so many hides of one kind, and 
so many carves of another kind of land. There were also two 
hides in Bochdale. This gives a total quantity of land, in wood, 
forest, waste, &c. (the quantity in the demesne not being specified) 
of about fifty-eight square miles, besides sixteen and a half hides 
and twenty-three and a half carves, or about five hundred and 
forty-seven statute acres of land. This is a very imperfect 
enumeration of land in the hundred of Salford, which had an area 
of about four hundred square miles. The only conclusion to be 
deduced is that the rest (save the demesne lands) was unpopu- 
lated, uncultivated, and valueless. In a few years the value of the 
whole hundred had decreased from £37 4s. to £12. One of the 
most populous parts of England in the nineteenth century was 
then for the most part a desert, though held by the crown. The 
population consisted of one baron and his family, five knights, 
twenty-four thanes, thirty-two villeins, eighteen serfs, and nine 
bordars or cottagers. One priest is all that is named, though 
Mamecestre alone had two churches. Including women and 
children, the population of the hundred of Salford (having an 
area of about four hundred square miles), so far as enumerated in 
the Domesday Survey would not exceed ninety families. As only 
four places are named in the whole hundred, the probability is 
that the population was chiefly in and around these, and that the 
rest of the district was either wood or forest, or a dreary uncul- 
tured waste. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BAEONY AND MANOR. 
THE GEESLETS. 



A FEW words of explanation are necessary^ as to what was a 
Barony and what a Manor ; for there was an ancient barony^ and 
a still more ancient manor, of Mamecestre. A barony comprised 
several, sometimes many manors ; and in later times especially, 
the manor of Mamecestre formed only a small integral part of the 
extensive barony of that name. 

Madox in his Barofda Anglica refers the first erection of land 
baronies in England to William the Conqueror, who to reward his 
Norman barons, and to engage them to himself by an inviolable 
faith, feoffed them of great dominions or lordships in England, to 
hold by the service of so many knights. The head or chief seat of 
the barony was not a city or town, but a castle; as the head of a 
manor was a mansion or manor-house. The holder of a barony 
was a baron, lord, or seigneur, — the only title of nobility below 
that of earl immediately after the Conquest, and William I. him- 
self was only ^^Earl WiUiam.'^ Soon after the Conquest all 
holders of baronies and manors or lordships sat in parliament as 
barons. But these being very numerous, it was ordained in the 
reign of King John that none but the barones majores should come 
to parliament; and that these, for their extraordinary wisdom, 
interest, or quality, should be summoned by writ. Afterwards, 
as nobility depended on the king's wiU, others obtained letters- 
patent of this dignity to them and their heirs male, and were 
called ^'barons by letters patent or creation/' and their posterity 
are now by inheritance barons or lords of parliament. Those 
barons first called by writ are now justly barons by prescription. 
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for they and their ancestors have been barons beyond the memory 
of man. The origin of barons by writ, Camden refers to Henry III. 
and barons by letters-patent or creation, to the nth Richard II. 
(1387-8). Some of our ancient lords are also barons by tenure. 
In ancient records the word baron included all the nobility of 
England, for all nobles were barons, though they had a higher 
dignity. The great council of the nobility, consisting of dukes, 
marquises, earls and barons, included all as ''de La Gouncell de 
Baronage.'*^ (Glanv. cap. 4.) These barons had two ensigns 
given them, to remind them of their duties, — a long robe of scarlet 
in respect of which they are accounted ^^ de magno concilio regis T"* 
and they are also girt with a sword, that they should ever be ready 
to defend their king and their country. (2nd Instit. 5.) The earls 
palatine and marcher of England had anciently their barons under 
them ; but no barons save those who held immediately of the king 
were peers of the realm. {Jacob,) 

The earls palatine of Chester and Lancaster had their barons 
holding baronies, manors, &c. of them ; these earls in turn holding 
directly of the king. Thus Boger de Poictou ranked among the 
" Capitales BaroneSy'' holding immediately from the crown. The 
barons who held of Roger were styled ^^ Barones ComitatiUr or 
barons of the county, and held free courts for all pleas except 
those belonging to the earPs sword. The barons under Roger de 
Poictou, in Lancashire, shortly after the Conquest, are thus 
enumerated in Kenton's MS.: — 

1 Gt)defridu8, Vice Comes ejus de Derby. 

2 Tardfridus, Bare de Widnes. 

3 Paganus Tillers, Bare de Werington. 

4 Albertus Grrelle, Baro de Mamecestre. 

5 Burin [Byron], Baro de Eatebdale et Totington. 

6 Hbert Lacy, Baro de Clitheroe. 

7 Warinus Banistre, Baro de Newton. 

8 Warinus Busli or Bushel, Baro de Penwortham. 

9 Roger de Montbegon, Baro de Hornby. 
10 William Marshall, Baro de Cartmel. 
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11 Michael Flemingus, Baro de Glaston. 

12 William de Lancaster et) , ^n 

Robert de Fumes, | ^"^^ *^ Ulverston. 

13 William de Lancaster, Baro de Netherwiresdal. 

14 Theobaldns Walter (or Pincema, or Butler), Baro de Weeton. 
Eoger de Poictou, Earl of Lancaster (?) prudently stationed his barons 

in the most vulnerable places to preserve his earldom in quiet 

Opposite a high ford or boat, called Holyn Fare Passage, out of Cheshire 
to Straitford, as well as to keep guard against another Cheshire baron 

called Stokeport, he placed Albertus Gbelle, an eminent baron 

The Baron of Manchester held divers fees in the hundred of Lejland. — 
(Xenion's MSS.) The succession of diflTerent families to the baronies 
of the county is thus given in Ferci/oaVa MSS. : — 

1 Vicecomes de Derby — Qodefrid, Peverel, Ferrers. 

2 CasteUanus de Liverpool — Molyneux, 

3 Baronia de Widnes — divided between Lacy and Qrelle. 

4 Ditto Warrington — Paganus Villers, afterwards Butler. 

5 „ Newton — Langton. 

6 „ Mamecestre — Grelly, [La Warre], West, Mosley. 

7 „ Bochdale — Baldwin Teutonicus, afterwards Byron. 

8 „ Clitheroe — Lacy, the Crown, Monk, Montagu. 

9 „ Penwortham — Bussell, Lacy, the Priory, Fleetwood. 
ID „ Hornby — Eoger de Montbegon. 

11 „ Fumes — Michael Fleming. 

12 „ Wiresdale — William de Lancaster. 

13 „ Weeton and Amoundemes — Theobald Walter. 

[The Baron of Cartmel appears to be omitted.] 

It may be sufficient here to state as to the earls or lords para- 
mount in Lancashire, that in 1102 William Peverel, a base son of 
the Conqueror and lord of Nottingham, succeeded to some of Roger 
de Poictou^'s possessions, including the wapentake or hundred, and 
the town or vill of Salford. It was under PeverePs rule that 
Albert Qreslet received the grant of a large tract of country in the 
hundred, forming a very considerable proportion of the barony of 
Mamecestre. From Peverel the greater part of Lancashire passed 
to Stephen earl of Blois, Bologne and Moreton^ and from him to 
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Bandle de GernouDs^ Earl of Chester^ who is said to have pos- 
sessed himself of one-third of the whole realm. 

THE GRESLETS. 
So far as is known there were of the house of Grelle, Greslet 
or Gresley^ in succession, eight barons or lords of Mameoestre, 
who may be briefly enumerated: — ^ 

I. Albebt, the favourite of Roger de Poictou, temp. William I. 
and William II. (1086 -! 1100), who probably held lands "in a 
wide circle of territory, within Salford hundred, of which Horwioh 
Moor was the centre,'' and which, at a later period constituted what 
was termed " the Upper Bailiwick^' of the lordship of Mamecestre. 
It is not certain whether his possessions extended to " the Lower 
Bailiwick'*^ or the manor of Mamecestre; but he is generally regarded 
as the first baron of Mamecestre. He was succeeded by his son — 

II. RoBEBT, temp. William II. and Henry I. (? 1 100 - ! 1 135) who 
(in a charter of 1316) is named with his son as the joint founders 
of the Cistercian Abbey of Swineshead co. Lincoln (a daughter 
house to Fumess), and who in 1131 gave to the abbey his mill at 
Mamecestre. He is supposed to have died about 1 135, and to have 
been buried in his Lincolnshire Abbey. But this account is at 
variance with the Annals of Peterborough and Parco LudCj which 
state that Robert de Greslei founded the abbey in 1134; while 
the Book ofPamess places its foundation nine years later, in 1143. 
Such is the uncertainty as to early facts and dates. Robert was 
succeeded by his son — 

III. Albebt, who^ to distinguish him from his own son, was 

^ Dr. Kuerden, under the head *'Baronia de Mamecestre*' in hia folio MS. in 
Ohetham*8 Library (pp. 274 H seq,) has giyen an account collected firom uncited 
authorities, and which is full of errors. It has been printed by Baines (vol. ii. pp. 
172-175) with Tarious omissions and some further errors. The errors were mainly 
attributable to the eight Qreslets having only three Christian names, Tix. three Alberts, 
three Boberts, and two Thomases. Thus Kuerden, after noticing the first Albert, 
goes on to name the possessions of a Bobert who lired in the thirteenth John, and 
who consequently, instead of being the second baron, must hayo been the fifth. 
Than he confounds Albert Senex with Albert Jnvenis, and altogether his compilation 
is quite untrustworthy. 
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called "Senex" or "old Albert." He lived temp. Stephen and 
Henry II. ( ? 1 1 35 - ? 1 1 66), and married Agnes or Matilda, daughter 
of William Fitz-Nigel, baron of Halton and Widnes, and constable 
of Chester, with whom he acquired lands in the upper bailiwick of 
the barony of Mamecestre, including Baynford (a chapelry of the 
parish of Prescot), Childwall, Guerdley (a township in Prescot 
parish)^ and the townships of AUerton, Garston and Hale, all in the 
parish of Childwall^ near Liverpool. Amongst his grants of land 
according to the Testa de Nemll were — to Orme Fitz-Ailward 
or Eward (with his youngest child Emma in marriage), one 
knight^s fee in Dalton, Parbold and Wrightington ; also for tea 
shillings yearly one carve of land in Eston {i.e. Orme-Eston, or 
Urmston). To Henry Fitz-Seward, one carve in Flixton for ten 
shillings yearly. To Ulrio of Mamecestre, four oxgangs of his 
demesne for five shillings yearly (long held by the grantee"'s descend- 
ants) ; to Robert Bracebrigge two oxgangs of his demesne in Mame- 
cestre, for four shillings yearly. To the church of Mamecestre, 
in alms, four oxgangs of his demesne, supposed to be the site of the 
Old Parsonage, in Deansgate. To the abbey oF Swineshead, in 
alms, one croft, named Wythacres. He is supposed to have died 
in or before 1 166, and was succeeded by his son — 

IV. Albert Juvenis, or "Young Albert,'' who lived temp. 
Henry II. (? 1 166 - ? 1 182). He may have succeeded to the barony 
at an earlier period than that assigned; for in 1166 (12th Henry II.) 
he confirmed the grants of his grandfather and his father to Swines- 
head Abbey. He married Isabel or Elizabeth Basset, daughter of 
Thomas, and sister of William or Gilbert Basset, who survived him 
and married Guy de Oreon for her second husband. — Among the 
grants of " Albert Juvenis'' according to the Testa de Nevill were 
the following : — He gave Thomas de Perponte three carves of 
land in Buhwinton and Lestoc for the third part of one knight's fee. 
To William Noreus [Norreys] , two carves of land in Heton, for ten 
shillings [yearly] . To Alexander, son of Umoch, two oxgangs of 
land in Little Lofre [Lever], for half a mark [63. 8(/.] and twelve- 
pence or one eyas-hawk [" nisum''] yearly. To Elias de Pennil- 
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bury, Slivehall, for twelve-pence or one eyas hawk yearly. To 
Robert, son of Henry, two oxgangs of land in Milafesharh' [ ! 
Melshelacbe, Molsfrellache, Menshellacbe, or Moschellache] for 
three shillings [yearly.] " Young Albert's'"' date of death is un- 
known ; but he was dead in 1 182 ; and was succeeded by his son — 
V. BoBEET, who lived temp. Henry II., Bichard I., John and 
Henry III. (! 1182-1230) and as to whom we have some better 
data. He was eleven years of age in 1186, which gives his birth 
year 1 175, and shows that he was not seven years old at his father's 
death. During his nonage he was placed under the guardianship of 
his mother Isabel, and his uncle Gilbert Basset. On coming of 
age, 6th Bichard I. (1 194-95), he did homage and was invested in 
his lands. He was the first Oreslet who is known to have lived in 
Mamecestre, and his abode is supposed to have been the Baron's 
Yard, or Hull, on the site of Ghetham's hospital, school, and 
library. He made many grants or sub-infeudations of land to his 
followers and tenants. In the Testa de Nevill he is stated to have 
held twelve knight's fees in the county '' infra Limam et extra."^ 

* "Infra Limam et extra,'* i.e, under and without or beyond the Lime. But what 
was the Lime ? Dr. Hibbert-Ware notices two different opinions. Sir Peter Leicester 
in adverting to an old saying, *< None do me serrice beyond the Lime/' regards the 
word "lima" or "lime,*' as an old corrupt version of limes (a limit or boundary line), 
and observes that there were two towns situated on the ver^e of the Cheshire palati- 
nate, namely Ashton and Newcastle, to each of which the words " subtus limam** 
were appended. Others would read the word "lineam," agreeably to the English 
name of Ashton-under-Lyne, which they regard as pointing to the local situation 
of the town "under the line*' of Mercian Cheshire; and so distinguished from 
Ashton-on-Mersey, which was not situated " under,'* but " upon" the great Cestrian 
boundary. This, however, does not remove the difficulty; for almost all ancient 
charters have "limam" and not "lineam." Dr. Hibbert-Ware thinks that whether 
the word be lime or line, reference is made to the great Mercian or Cheshire verge, or 
line, which is to be traced along the south-easterly and southerly districts of the 
barony firom the Tame to the Mersey. Thus, such knights' fees as lay below this 
verge or line contiguous to the Tame or the Mersey from Ashton-under-Lyne to 
Hilton, and those in Widnes, adjoining the estuary of the Mersey, would be termed 
" infra limam," or perhaps " lineam." Such knights' fees as were more remote from 
the Mercian verge or line, as those in the north of the Salford hundred, or in Ley* 
land, would be designated " extra limam," or by some " lineam." 
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One of these fees was held by Matthew, son of William, and 
Roger, son of William, in Withington, of ancient tenure^ by the 
service of finding a judge [for the Mamecestre Court Baron]. Is 
this Matthew de Haversege! Gilbert de Neuton [or Notton], with 
the Lady of Barton, held one fee and a half of the same Robert. 
Thomas de Withington half a fee, of ancient tenure. Richard, son 
of Robert [de Lathom], five and a half carves of land, (viz. three in 
Ghildwall, one in Aspull, one in Turton, and half a fee in Brochels), 
*' wherefore^ six and a half carves make one knighf s fee.'^ Roger 
de Samlesbury and Alexander [de Uarewood] held six carves in 
Harewood^ of the aforesaid fee ; and also an oxgang for three shillings 
(yearly) in Chappies, [Sharpies.] Alexander de Pakinton [Pilking- 
ton] held of Robert Oredle, one-fourth of a fee and was to find one 
judge, of ancient tenure. If the same Robert be referred to^ when 
the Testa de Nevill describes him as " Robert Q-redle who now is," 
he gave to Robert de Bury the elder fourteen oxgangs of land of his 
demesne or lordship of Mamecestre, for half of one knight'^s service. 
The same Robert gave to Ralph de Emecote two oxgangs of land of 
his demesne of Mamecestre for Gs. 8rf. yearly. We are further told 
that " the Robert Gredle who now is '' gave to Ace [ Aca] the clerk 
one [! oxgang of] land of his demesne of Mamecestre for 39. [yearly], 
and that the same Aca holds that land. This land which Dr. Hib- 
bert- Ware was of opinion was the same with " the Four Acres/* 
'' Nether Acres,"** and ** Acres Field,'" was afterwards six and a half 
acres in extent, and was the site of "AcaV or "Acres"'' Fair, 
covering St. Ann"s Square and the neighbouring land; the cross of 
the fair and market being erected where Cross-street is now, and 
the tolls of the fair and market being collected in Toll Lane. Dr. 
Hibbert-Ware says that this Robert granted lands to tenants of the 
old Saxon stocks bearing the names of the places where they settled, 
viz. Hulme, Worthington, Prestwich, Withington, Chorlton, Cheet- 
ham, Middleton, Hest in Middleton, Hulton, Pendlebury, Gliflon, 
Notton or Newton, and Failsworth. In 1222 and again in 1227 he 
obtained a charter for a yearly fair in Mamecestre. The possessions 
of Robert Greslet in that part of the Salford hundred, which after* 
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wards constituted the upper bailiwick of the barony, appear to have 
comprised a large tract about ten miles from north to south, and of 
a breadth varying from six to eight miles ; — including Anlezark, 
Sharpies, Longworth, Bivington, Turton, Smithells, Halliwell, Har- 
wood, Little Lever, Bradshaw, Horwich, Heton, Lostock, Rum- 
worth, Pilkington, Dean, Aspull, West Houghton, Hulton and 
Famworth. These possessions subsequently constituted the upper 
bailiwick of Mamecestre. The lower bailiwick, as possessed by this 
baron, seems to have been bounded by the Irwell, from the point 
where the Medlock falls into it, to Strangeways ; thence extending 
eastward in an irregular course towards Blackley and Alkrington, 
whence the boundary continued in a south-easterly direction to 
Ashton-under-Lyne. Here the river Tame became its boundary, as 
&r as to where it falls into the Mersey near Heaton Norris. Then 
the Mersey became the boundary westward, along its course, by 
Didsbury and Urmston, till its confluence with the Irwell near 
Gadishead ; and thence the Irwell was the boundary north-east to 
the starting point at Aldport. Bobert died in 1230-31, and was 
succeeded by his son — 

VL Thomas, who lived temp. Henry II. (1231-1262). He 
obtained from the king a grant of free warren over his lands in 
Mamecestre and Horewich in the year 1249 ; and he was appointed 
according to some Warden, but the patent distinctly says ^' Justicier,^ 
of the king^s forests south of Trent in 1259-60. He held according 
to one account five and a half knights^ fees in Mamecestre, and six 
and one-third knights' fees and one-twelfth of a fee in '^ Lindeshay 
[! CO. Lincoln] in the honour of Lancaster.**" The Testa de Nevill 
gives the following statement of the "Fees of Thomas de Gretley :"" — 
Gilbert Barton holds one and a half knight's fee in the same place 
[Barton] of the fee of Thomas de Gretley. Matthew de Haverseg^ 
holds one knight^s fee in Withington of the said fee. Bobert de 
Lathom holds one knight's fee in Ghildwalle and one-fourth of a 
knight's fee in Parbold, and three parts of a fee [i.e. the other three- 
fourths] in Wrothinton, of the said fee. Bichard le Perpund holds 
one-third of a fee in Bumheworth of the said fee. William de 
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Worthenton holds half a fee in the same vill of the said fee. Roger 
de Pilkington holds one-fourth of a fee in the same vill of the said 
fee. Thomas de Gretley holds in Lindeshay in the honour of Lan* 
caster [? co. Lincoln] six and one-third knights'* fees and one-twelfth 
of a knight's fee, in chief of the lord the king. This Thomas Greslet 
died in the 46th Henry III. (1261-2) and was succeeded (his eldest 
son and heir Robert having predeceased him) by his grandson — 

VII. Robert, who lived temp. Henry III. and Edward I. He 
was born circd 12^2, as he is stated to be of age in 1273. 
In that case he succeeded his grandfather in 1262, when he was 
about ten years of age, and for his guardian during his minority 
he had Edmund Orouchback, first Earl of Lancaster. He was 
summoned to parliament as a baron by writ in the first four 
years of the reign of Edward I. (1273-1276). During some 
years of his life his uncle^ Peter Greslet, was '^custos ecclesise,*" 
or keeper of the church of Mamecestre; but he never held the 
barony or the manor. Robert married Hawise, daughter and coheir 
of John de Burgh. Amongst his grants are lands at Westwood in 
Barton to the Abbey of Stanlaw [see WhaUey Coucher Book, p. 
882] ; and to WhaUey Abbey and the church of Mariden [St. 
Mary^s, Dean] a vill in the township of Rumworth^ he confirmed a 
grant by Thomas de Perpount of the latter^s lands near the chapel. 
[lb. p. 61.] As he died in his homage i^tb February 1282 (in 
which year three inquiries as to his possessions were held) he was 
about thirty years of age when he died, leaving — 

YIIL Thomas, his son and heir, then not three years of age^ and 
consequently only twenty-two when he granted his charter to his 
burgesses of Mamecestre on the 14th May 1301 (Beejrontispiece). 
During his minority the custody of the barony was granted to 
Amadeus de Savoy. Thomas Greslet lived temp. Edward I. and 
Edward II., and in March 1309 he granted the manor of Mame- 
cestre to John la Warre Baron of Wickwar co. Gloucester and his 
wife Joan or Joanna, Greslet^s sister and sole heir. Thus, after the 
Greslets had held estates in Lancashire about two hundred and 
twenty years, from the latter part of the eleventh to the beginning of 



the fourteenth century, a great part of those poflsessions, including 
the barony and manor of Mamecestre, passed by distaff to the Lords 
de la Warre, — of whom more hereafter. The last male Greslet is 
believed to have died about 1313* twelve years after his grant of the 
Mamecestre charter, and four after transfer of the manor to La 
Warre. 

A manor (manerium) seems to be derived of the French manoir, 
habitation, or rather from manendo, in abiding, because the lord did 
usually reside there. It is a noble sort of fee, in part granted to 
vassals (whom we call tenants) for certain services to be rendered ; 
partly reserved by the lord for the use of his family, with jurisdiction 
over his vassals or tenants for their &rms. What is granted out to 
the vassals we call tenemental lands ; what is reserved to the lord 
demesne lands. The whole fee is called a lordship, formerly a 
barony ; whence the court which arose out of this jurisdiction, and 
is always an appendage to the manor, still retains its name of court- 
baron. Touching the original of manors, it seems that in the begin- 
ning there was a circuit of ground, granted by the king to some 
baron or man of worth, for him and his heirs to dwell upon, and to 
exercise some jurisdiction more or less within that compass, as he 
thought good to grant, performing such services and paying such 
yearly rent for the same as he by his grant required ; and that after- 
wards this great man parcelled his land to other meaner men, 
enjoining them such services and rents as he thought good, and so as 
he became tenant to the king, the inferiors became tenants to him. 
A manor may be compounded of divers things, as of house, arable 
land, pasture, meadow, wood, rent, advowson, court baron, and such 
like ; and this ought to be by long continuance of time beyond the 
memory of man ; for at this day a manor cannot be made, because a 
court-baron cannot now be made, and a manor cannot be without a 
court-baron, and suitors or freeholders, two at the least ; for if all the 
freeholds except one escheat to the lord, or if he purchase all except 
one, there his manor is gone, causa qua supra^ although in conmion 
speech it may be so called. — (Cowell.) A manor may contain one 
or more villages or hamlets ; or only great part of a village^ &o. 
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And there are capital manors, or honours which have other manors 
under them, the lords whereof perform customs and services to the 
superior lords. (2 Inst, p. 6y,) There may be also customary manors, 
granted by copy of court-roll and held of other manors. (4 Rep. 
p. 26 ; 11 Rep, p. 17.) But it cannot be a manor in law if it wanteth 
freehold tenants ; nor a customary manor without copyhold tenants. 
(1 Inst. p. 58; Lit, p. 73; 2 Rot. Abr. pp. 121 ; Jacob,) 

The manor of Mamecestre was a manor by prescription, that is 
from time beyond the memory of man. Indeed, Domesday shows it 
was a manor in Saxon times. It possessed a court baron, and the 
other privileges enjoyed by the larger manors. It comprised not 
only several vills called its " members ^' with their hamlets, but a 
large number of freehold tenants ; and its true position, therefore, was 
in the second class of manors, inferior only to the capital manor or 
honour, but superior to the mesne or subordinate manor and to the 
customary manor which had no freehold but only copyhold tenants. 

The extent and boundaries of the barony, of the manor, and of the 
town or borough of Mamecestre, are not easy to define ; and it is best 
to leave each to be indicated in some of the documents in subsequent 
pages, and to follow here the course of events, so far as they are 
recorded in instruments that can be accepted as satisfactory evidence. 
It may here suffice once for all to state, that the ecclesiastical history 
of Mamecestre, from the earliest period to the collegiation of the 
parish church in 1421, has been so ably and so fully written by the 
late Dr. Hibbert-Ware, as to leave nothing to be added within that 
period of any importance. To the fourth volume of that excellent 
antiquary's History of the Foundations of Manchester the reader 
is referred for all necessary information on this part of its local his- 
tory. The scope of the present work is limited to the lay rulers of 
the territory bearing the name of Mamecestre, and to the civil events 
connected with it. 

From the brief summary already given of the eight barons of the 
barony and lords of the manor of Mamecestre of the house of 
Oreslet, it will be seen that the first of them who seems to have 
taken any real interest in the town was Robert Oreslet, the fifth 
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baron of that family. As we have already stated, he took part with 
the barons in resisting the oppressions and tyranny of King John, 
and was one of the assembled barons at Bunnymede; and the 
following translation of a letter from that king to the sheriflf of Lan- 
cashire will show that these oppressions did not cease when Magna 
Carta was granted ; for the king, having again provoked the barons 
(Robert Greslet among others) to take up arms, addressed this 
missive to the sheriff within eight months after signing the great 
charter of English liberties : — 

The king to the sheriff of Lancaster greeting. Know that we have 
committed to our beloved and faithful Adam de Yeland the castle of 
Bobert Greslet of Mamecestre, with all appurtenances, and all the land 
of the same Robert, which he held under the Lyme [infra Lymam], to 
be held so long as it shall please us. Wherefore we also command that 
you may direct fuU seisin to be made to the said Adam of the aforesaid 
castle with appurtenances, and of the said land under the Lyme. — 
(Rot, Liu, Pat, vol. i. part i. p. 165.^ 

Notwithstanding this seizure the king sent to Robert Greslet 
letters of safeguard^ dated from the day of Circumcision in the 
seventeenth year of his reign [i.e. January 1, 1216] to last three 
weeks. He also granted to William Maresa the younger^ and to 
Hugh de Vivian, all the land which was Robert Greslet^s, in order 
to enable them to support the royal cause ; which, however, was 
far too tottering for orders such as these to be executed. — (Rot, 
LUt. Patent, vol. i. pt. i. pp. 162-169; and Rot. Litt. Claus. pp. 
31 1-313.) The death of John in October 1216 left Robert Greslet 
in quiet possession of his estates in Lancashire and elsewhere. 

Adam de Yeland was probably the same with Adam de Eland, 
who in 1227 is said to have been custos (or sheriff) for Earl 
William, and 1228 and four following years to have been appointed 
sheriff of Lancashire. He is styled '' Eland of Ebor.'" Sometimes 
the name is written Heland. It is doubtless as sheriff of Lanca- 
shire that he was directed to take and hold Robert Greslet's 
possessions. 
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CHAPTER V. 



GEANT OP A TEAELT FAIE. 



As no grant pf a market to the town of Mameoestre has been 
discovered, and as it was in the power of the lord of the manor iu 
very early times to establish a market for the benefit of the 
resiants within the manor, and still more for that of the burgesses 
of a borough, there is strong reason for believing that the town 
possessed a market '^from of old time/' by ancient custom and 
usage, and consequently Mamecestre was a market town by pre- 
scription. [This was deemed sufficient to prevent Salford from 
having a market till 1824.] It is probable that wakes or fairs had 
been held on the dedication days of the old churches of St. 
Michael and St. Mary ; but when these edifices perished, the fairs 
may have lost their prescription, or it may have been desirable to 
have an annual fair after harvest; or else, one by special royal 
grant, without which the tolls for stallage, pesage, &c., could not be 
enforced. The first institution of fairs and markets seems to have 
been for the better regulation of internal trade, and that merchants 
and traders might be furnished with such commodities as they 
needed, at a particular mart, without that trouble and loss of time 
which must necessarily attend travelling about from place to place, 
to buy goods in small quantities. The lawyers tell us that as this 
is a matter of universal concern to the commonwealth, so it hath 
always been held that no person can claim a fair or market, unless 
it be by grant from the king, or by prescription, which supposes 
such a grant. — (2 Inst, p. 220; 3 Mod. p. 123). Therefore, if any 
person sets up any such fair or market without the king's 
authority, a quo warranto lies against him ; and the persons who 
frequent such fair, &c., may be punished by fine to the king. — 



Chap. V.] GRANT OF A YEARLY FAIR. 45 

(3 Mod. p. 127). Furs were generally kept once or twice in the 
year; and were doubtless first occasioned by the resort of people 
to the yearly feast or dedication of the parish church. Hence in 
most places the fairs by old custom are held on the eve or on the 
same day with the wake or festival of that saint to whom the 
church was dedicated; and for the same reason they were an- 
ciently kept in the churchyard^ till restrained by authority. At 
the Domesday Survey the two churches in Mamecestre were dedi- 
cated^ one to St. Michael, the other to St. Mary the Blessed 
Virgin. But in the space of one hundred and forty years it is not 
improbable that one or both these edifices^ which were in all 
likelihood of wood^ had perished, and that a church had been 
erected in the stead of one or both of them, dedicated to St. 
Matthew the Evangelist; for we shall find that the fair obtained 
by royal charter was assigned to the feast of that saint. It is on 
record that in 1186 (32 Henry II.) Robert Greslet was eleven 
years of age. That would give 1174-5 for the year of his birth. 
It is also stated that he arrived at full age in the 6th Richard I. 
» (1 195)^ and soon afterwards married a daughter of Henry, brother 
to William de Longchamp, Chancellor to King Richard. He 
resided in Mamecestre^ and is supposed to have fixed his seat on 
what long bore the name of " The Baron^s Hull'* or hill, — the 
site of the present Chetham's hospital, library and school. He 
would be forty-six or forty-seven years of age when he made 
application for the royal grant of a fair for his town of Mameces- 
tre. There can be no doubt that while it had become a most 
desirable privilege for the inhabitants, it was also greatly for his 
own interest; for whatever benefited the resiants must reflectedly 
advantage their lord. By some grants of a fair, toll was leviable 
by the lord, as a reasonable sum of money, due to the owner of the 
fair, upon the sale of things tollable, within such fair; or for 
stallage, pickage, or the like. But toll is not incident to a fair 
without special grant, and where it is not granted, such a fair is 
accounted a ''free fair/' — (2 In9t. pp. 220-222.) We must 
ascertain the real nature of the fair here, from the words of the 
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grant itself. Owing to circnmstances^ the first grant was only a 
temporary one, and the second was not made till five years after 
the first. When Robert Greslet first sought this new franchise, 
Henry III. (in the sixth year of his reign) was in his minority, 
and all that could be granted was limited to the remaining years 
of the king's nonage, renewable doubtless on his attaining his 
majority. Accordingly the first grant, nominally from the king, 
but really from the regent (Hubert de Burgh), was couched in 
the following terms, according to a transcript made expressly for 
this volume, from the Fine Rolls deposited formerly in the Tower, 
but now in the Public Record OflSce, London : — 

{Rot, Fin. Anno Regni Regis, Hen. Tercii 6to, M. 3.) 

«^ ^, ( Rob Greslei dat dno R unii palefridu p hnda una 

1 feria usq^ ad etate diii R singlis annis ap maSiu suu 

de Mamecestr p duos dies durat^a scit in Vigilia Sci Mattlei 

Apti f ipo die Sci Mathei. Nisi feria ilia f «. Et mandat est 

Vic Lancastr qd capiat f«. T.* H. t^. ap Leukenor xj. die Aug. 

(Fine Boll of the 6th year of the reign of King Henry 111. Skin 3.) 
Ij . , i ^^®^ Greslei gives to the Lord the King One Palfrey, 

( to have a fair until the full age of the Lord the King, 
every year, at his Manor of Mamecestre, during two days, to wit, on 
the Eve of St. Matthew the Apostle, and on the day of the same St. 
Matthew, unless that fair, Ac. And the Sheriff of Lancashire is com- 
manded, that he take, &c. "Witness Hubert, &c., at Lewknor, the nth 
day of August (1222). 

Tt is an error into which several writers (amongst others the 
late Mr. Whatton) have fallen, that Robert Greslet gave for the 
grant of a fair ^^ five marks and a palfrey f' — Keuerden says '' four 
marks and a palfrey" — for the extract from the roll of fines 
names only a palfrey. The grant was in fact only a lease of the 
privilege for the remaining five years of the king^s minority. The 
grant is of a fair, not in his town or borough, but ** at his manor,'' 
and the duration of the fair is limited to two days, the eve and 
the feast of St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist, viz. the 20th 
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and 2ist days of September. The clause ^'unless that fair^ &c./' 
is a form not copied at length on the roll, because at the time well 
understood^ implying that unless the fair now granted be to the 
injury or detriment of any neighbouring fair already existing^ Sec. 
A similar form of direction to the sheriff to proclaim the fair^ &c.^ 
is in like manner only indicated by its opening words. " Witness, 
Hubert," &c., is doubtless Hubert de Burgh, chief justice of 
England and regent of the kingdom during the minority of the 
king. Lewknor, where the grant is dated, is a parish chiefly in 
the hundred of the same name, co. Oxon., three and a half miles 
from Tetsworth. 

In the year 1227, Henry III. came of age, when a more potent 
and authoritative grant of a fair was made (there being no consi- 
deration stated) in which its duration was extended to three days, 
including the morrow of St. Matthew, — an extension of the pri- 
vilege which seems to imply that in the interval of five years the 
fair had proved a successful experiment. 

The following is a transcript from the Charter Boll, formerly in 
the Tower, but now in the Public Record Office : — 

{Rot. Cart, Anno Regni Regis, Hen. Tercij undecimo, M. 4.) 

P « lif A I / ^' ^^ ^^' ^^^' Sciatis nos concesSf f hac 
^* \ psenti carta nra ffifmasse Bobto Greslay qd 
ipe f faedes sui hant ippetuii una feria ap maSliu suu de Mame- 
cestr singui annis p tres dies duf videt i vigit f i die f i c**stino 
Sci Math! Apii. Ita tn [f «. ut s** i aliis cartis de feriis Cl»re 
vol e^ T. ut s".] 

Hiis testib} H. de Burgo Com Kane Justic Angt B. Com) 
Comub fre nro Wifto Coiii Albemarl Hugoe de Mortuo Mari 
Briano de Insula Phit de Albiniaco Bado Gemun Bic de 
Argent ^ aliis. Dat p manu veSabil pat^s Badi Cycestr Epi 
Cancellar nri apud Farendon nono dedmo die Aug anno r 
n xjo. 

Before appending a translation, it may be right to give more 
fully the passage within brackets. It reads ** Ita tamen, &c., ut 
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supra^ in aliis cartis de feriis, Quare volumus^ &c.^ Teste ut supra/' 
With the context in place of the " &c./' the passage runs : 

Ita tamen quod predicta feria non sit ad nocumentum vicinarum 
feriarum, ut in aliia cartis de feriis.^ Quare volumus et firmiter prseci- 
pimus, quod prajdictus Robertus et heredes sui habeant in perpetuum 
praDdictam feriam bene et in pace libere quiete et honorifice cum omni- 
bus libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus ad hujus modi feriam 
pertinentibus. 

{Charter Boll of nth Henry IIL Skin 4.) 

d^oi «C01im ^xmas.<^^^ ^^^^ granted, and by this our present 
Charter have confirmed, to Eobert Greslay, that he and his heirs may 
have for ever one fair at his manor of Mamecestre, yearly, during three 
days, namely, on the Eve, and on the Day, and on the Morrow of St. 
Matthew the Apostle ; on condition [that the said fair may not be to 
the harm of neighbouring fairs, as [is provided] in other charters of 
fairs. Wherefore we will and strictly command that the said Eobert 
and his heirs may have for ever the said fair, well and in peace, freely, 
quietly and honorably, with all liberties and free customs to this kind 
of fair appertaining.] These being witnesses : — H. de Burgh, Earl of 
Kent, Justiciary of England;^ E. Earl of Cornwall our brother ;^^ 

^ The oldest Latin word for fair was nundituB, Our English name is from the 
Norman /tfir^, latinised /<?r>(Z ; and it has bqen conjectured that both the English and 
French names are from ferus (holidays), because it is incident to a fair that persona 
should be privileged from being molested or arrested in it for any other debt or con- 
tract than what is contracted therein, or at least was promised to be paid there. 

^ Hubert de Burgh, the official witness of the earlier grant, and the first of those 
named in the later, could trace his ancestry as high as the Emperor Charlemagne, 
from whose fifth son (Charles duke of Ingeheim) descended Harluin de Burgh, who 
married Herleya or Arlotta, the mother of William the Conqueror, and had by her 
two sons, — Odo, bishop of Bayeux and earl of Kent, and Robert earl of Moreton 
and ComwalL Robert's son William claimed the earldom of Kent, as Odo*s heir, 
and Henry I., refusing to recognise his claim, he rebeUed, was defeated, deprived of 
his eyes, and imprboned for life. Of this Earl William, Hubert de Burgh was a 
grandson. From an early period of his life he was in the service of Bichard L lu 
the year laoo he was king's chamberlain to John, and rapidly advanced in favour 
with that monarch ; had the charge of the castles of Dover, Windsor, Hereford &c. ; 
the wardenship of the Webh marches, for the defence of which the king gave him a 
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William Earl of Albemarle ;^ Hugh de Mortemar [or Mortimer] ^ 
Brian de L'Isle ;^ Philip d' Albini ;^ Balph Ghmim [or Gtemounfl] f^ 

hundred knights [fees] ; the shrieralties of Dorseti Somerset, CSomwtll and Berk- 
shire, Ac It is said to have been in his charge that Prince Arthnr was sent to 
Falaise; and his disobedience to tke king's cruel commands was forgiyen, when he 
announced to the murmuring barons that Arthur was still aliye. In 1214 or 1215, 
as' seneschal of Poictou, he arranged a fire years' truce between the kings of England 
and France, and in that capacity he attended at Bunnymede 15 th - 19th June, 1215, 
when Magna Carta was signed ; and a few days afterwards was raised to the high 
office of chief justiciary of England, with the custody of the honour of Pererel, of 
the chamber of London, and of the mint. At the commencement of the reign of 
Henry III. he was continued justiciary with a salary of 300/. per annum. In March 
13 19 the regency was conferred upon him, and in his goTcmment he is said to hare 
shown wiMlom and firmness, with some sererity ; he repressed a dangerous insurrec- 
tion in London in i aaa, and in that year married for his third or fourth wife Margaret, 
eldest sister of Alexander King of Scotland. When Henry III. attained his majority 
he continued Hubert as his minister, and raised him in February 1337 (six months 
before this grant) to the earldom of Kent, and in the following year his title of 
chief justiciary was confirmed to him for life. The enyy of Tarious barons, the 
enmity of Peter de Bupibus bishop of Winchester, and the jealous and irritable 
temper of the king, led to his fall. He was removed from his office in July 1333, and 
was for years persecuted by the king, twice torn from sanctuary, and once outlawed. 
His last few years were spent in peace and retirement, and he died in Ifay 1 343 at 
Baustead, Surrey. He was a fiuthful servant and a wise councillor to two ungrateful 
monarohs. — (See Foss's Jmdget qfEngUmd^ toL ii. p. 373.) 

^ {Page 48.) Bichard Plantagenet, the king's brother, was a younger son of King 
John. He was created earl of Cornwall 30th Ifay 1336, was elected king of the 
Bomans, and died in 1373. 

*■ William de Fortibus, son and heir of Hawise (daughter and heir of William le 
Cbos, third earl of Aumarle or Albemarle) by her second husband, was the seventh 
earl of Albemarle, the second of his name, succeeding in 13 13. He was one of the 
celebrated twenty-five barons appointed to enforce the observance of Magna Outa. 
He died in 1341. 

* Hugh de Mortimer was the fourth baron (by tenure) Mortimer of Wigmore, his 
great grand&ther Balph having come to England with William the Conqueror, and 
obtained the Castle of Wigmore. This Hugh succeeded in 13 15, and died in 1337. 

** Brian de Insula, or De L'Isle, was so named frt)m the Isle of Wight or the Isle 
of Ely. He held a high place in royal £ivour from the 3nd John (i30o) till his 
death. Amongst other offices he was custos of the castles of Knaresbro' and Bolsover, 
chief forester for the counties of Nottingham and Derby, one of the custodes of the 
vacant archbishopric of York, and a warden of the seaports of Yorkshire and Lin- 
colnshire. The king frequently describes him as his beloved knight, and he seems to 

H 



^ 



Richard de Argentine ;^ and others. Given by the hand of the Vene- 

hare been not only in continual attendance on the royal person, but to hare been 
admitted to the intimacy of playing at tables with his soTcreign. Being a deroted 
adherent of King John, he greatly benefited by the grants of forfeited estates. In 
5th Henry in. (1220-21) he was appointed chief justice of the forests, from which 
office he was removed about three years afterwards, and also disseised of yarioua 
manors ; but, making his peace, he obtained restoration of his lands, a royal gift of 
deer for his park at Saleby Goline, and the grant of a fair for that place. In loth 
Henry III. (1226) he was appointed one of the justices itinerant for Yorkshire, and 
in 1233 he was constituted sheriff of that county. He died in August 1234. — 
(Foss's Judges of England^ yol. ii. p. 370.) He was Baron L*Isle by tenure, and 
died without issue. 

^ {Page 49.) Sir Philip d'Albini, a relatiye of the house of Albini, lorda of Belvoir 
Castle, and himself a baron. He was a man of great and yarious ability. At one time 
tutor to the young King Henry III. (Matthew Paris styling him " Begis Anglorum 
Magister et eruditor fidelissimus") ; he was appointed goyemor of Jersey in 1213; 
joined the barons' confederacy against King John ; after the accession of Henry in. 
he commanded a large force at the battle of Lincoln, and about the same time was ap- 
pointed one of the council of the Earl Marshal, the guardian of the realm. He was 
more frequently employed at sea than any other man of his rank, and so greatly distin- 
guished himself in the sea-fight off Doyer in 1 217 that the success of that combat was 
mainly attributed to his valour, though he was nominally second in command to 
Hubert de Burgh, then governor of Dover Castle. He was a high authority in naval 
affairs. He made a second pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1236, and died there in 
1237. — (Sir N. H. NicolaB*s History of the Boyal Navy,) 

^ (Page^g.) Balph Q^rnum or Gtornon was a justice itinerant in 12 19. He was 
descended from Bobert de G^mon, a Norman, who, for the assistance he gave to Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, received various lordships in Hertfordshire. His father Balph was 
grandson of this Bobert, and his mother was a sister of William de Breuse. He was 
a firm adherent of King John (at one time one of his marshals), and received several 
grants of land as the reward of his loyalty. In the 5th Henry III. (1221) he was 
appointed constable of Corfe Castle with a salary of sixty marks afterwards increased 
to one hundred (40^. to 661. 13^. 4^.) In 7th and 8th Henry III. (1223-24) he was 
sheriff of Dorsetshire, and in the following year he was appointed one of the justices 
itinerant for that county, but afterwards another was substituted in his place. He 
died in 1247. — (Foss*s Judges of England, vol. ii. p. 348.) 

'^ Bichard de Argentine, third Baron Argentine by tenure, was the son of Beginald, 
second baron, a justiciary in the court at Westminster early in the reign of John 
(i 201-2), and who lost his lands by joining the barons, but had restoration in ist 
Henry III. (12 17). Richard de Argentine died in 1246, and was succeeded by his 
son GKles, who was a justice itinerant under Henry III. — {Ibid, vol. ii. p. 30.) 
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rable Father, Ealph Bishop of Chichester, our Chancellor,^ at Paring- 
don,® the 19th day of August, in the nth year of our reign (1227). 

The Greslei of 1222 is Greslay in 1227. The grant is distinctly 
called a charter in its first clause. The former grant was to Robert 
Greslet only; this is to himself and his heirs for ever. Both grants 
are made with the condition that the new fair should not be to the 
hurt of neighbouring chartered fairs. If a person hath a right to a 
fair^ and another erects a fair so near his that it becomes a nuisance 
to his fair, an action lies on the case ; for it is expressed or implied 
in the king's grant, that it should be no prejudice to another fair. 
(2 Rot. Abr, p. 1 40.) The clause given within brackets, by the words 
*' with all liberties and free customs/^ &c. seems to denote that the 
grant was of a ''free fair/^ especially as there are no words in the 
grant giving Greslet any right to levy toll. Though Whatton, 
Baines, and Dr. Hibbert-Ware have printed the name of the manor 
in their copies of these grants as '' Maincestre'' and " Maincestria/^ 
a careful examination of both the original rolls led the official 

'B Ralph de Neyille, dean of Lichfield and bishop of Chicheater, styled '*our 
chancellor'* in the grant, was bom at Rabj Castle, co. Durham, the seat of the 
baronial &mily of that name. On the accession of Henry m. he was made deputy- 
keeper of the Seal, or yioe-chancellor, under Richard de Marisco. He was oonse- 
crated bishop of Lichfield in April 1224. On the death of Richard de Marisco, in 
Hay 1226, Ralph de Neville succeeded to the chancellorship, which was confirmed 
to him (as well as the chancellorship of Ireland) for life by several charters, with the 
custody of the great seal. He was suecessiyely elected archbishop of Canterbury and 
bishop of Winchester; but neither election was confirmed by the Pope. Li 1238 
the king took the great seal from him ; and when again offered to him he refused it. 
In 1 242 he was restored to the king's favour, and to the chancellorship, which he 
held till his death in February 1244 at the mansion he had erected for the bishops of 
Chichester, subsequently known as Lincoln's Inn. He was wealthy and ambitious : 
but oontemporaiy historians give him a high character, not only for fidelity to his 
Borereign in times of severe trial, but for the able and irreproachable administration 
of his office. He was accessible to the poor as to the rich, and dealt equal justice to 
alL — (iWJ. vol. iL p. 423). 

^ The place where this charter was granted was probably Faringdon, co. Hants, a 
small parish three miles south by west of Alton. 



transcriber to the belief that in every case the word was " Mame- 
cestr/' *o 

As to the regulations of fairs^ the first statute appears to have 
been the 13th Edward I. statute 2 cap. 6 (1285.) — The kingcom- 
mandeth and forbiddeth that from henceforth neither fairs nor 
markets be kept in churchyards, for the honour of the church. 
Then the statute of the 2 Edward III. cap. 1^ (1328), requires 
the sheriffs to cry and publish, within liberties and without, that 
all the lords which have fairs (be it for yielding certain farm to the 
king or otherwise), shall hold the same for the time that they 
ought to hold it, and no longer ; to wit, such as have them by the 
king's charter granted them, for the time limited by the said 
charter, &c. And that every lord at the beginning of his fair shall 
there cry and publish how long the fair shall endure, to the intent 
that merchants shall not be at the same fairs over the time so pub- 
lished, upon pain to be grievously punished. Nor the said lords 
shall not hold them over the due time, upon pain to seize the fisdrs 
into the king^s hands, there to remain till they have made a fine to 
the king for the offence, after it be duly found. — By the 5 
Edward III. cap. 5 (i33i)> no merchant shall sell any goods or 
merchandise at a fair, after the time of the fair is ended, under the 
penalty of forfeiting double the value of the goods sold, one fourth 
part thereof to the prosecutor, and the rest to the king. — Ten- 
ants in ancient demesne were free and quit from all manner of 
tolls in fairs or markets, whether holding in fee, or for life, for years 
or at will. — (2 Inst. p. 221.) The fair granted by the above 
charter is that still known as Acres or Aca's fair, and was held on 
the site of St. Ann's Square and vicinage (formerly called Four 

^ Mr. Whatton, in his OUervatumi on ihe Armorial Bearing of the Ibwii qf 
MamekuUr^ &o., pablialied 1824, (p. 19), siateB, with respect to the two grants of a fiur 
to Manchester, that "copies of these charters are lodged in the town's chest, and an 
in custody of the boronghreere for the time being." This is probably an error; for in 
the Tarious lists made firom time to time of the documents in that chest, the oldest 
being carefully written on a parchment roll presenred in the chest itself, no such do- 
cuments are erer named. 



Acres, and about four of the large Lancashire acres in extent), till 
early in the present century, when it was removed to Camp Field. 
The days were changed with the style, from the 20th, 2i8t, and 
22nd September to the 1st October and two following days, and 
the chief articles of sale are homed cattle, horses and pigs. For 
the form of proclamation of this fair, and some old customs, see 
Dr. Hibbert- Ware's History of the Foundations, vol. iv. pp. 40-41. 
From a later document we shall see the tolls taken in Mamecestre 
market and fair, on goods and commodities brought thither for 
sale. 



« 



CHAPTER VI. 



THIETEENTH CENTUEY LAW-MAKING. 



The thirteenth century was a memorable one, both for its legis- 
lation and for its collecting together and embodying in one 
document the great principles of the British Constitution.** Seven 

^1 Any details as to the history of early British and Saxon laws would be out of 
place in this volume ; but a few &ots may be stated. The British laws are supposed 
to hare been translated into Anglo-Saxon about a.d. 590, and to hare been published 
about 610, under ^thelbert. Doubtless he modified them in forming his own code, 
which are said to be the most ancient English laws extant. There were in Alfred's 
reign three diflferent codes recognized in different parts of England. In 877-890, 
when he spared the Danes, Northumbria was under ** Dane-Lage ;** Alfred himself 
compiled for Weesex the ** West-Saxon-Lage ;" and throughout Mercia and the 
Welsh marches the prevailing law was the *' Meroen-lage," which contained rarious 
old British laws. About a.d. 966, Edgar compiled from these three combined, one 
general code. In 10 15 Canute caused a new code to be drawn up at Winchester, 
confirming the three codes, and relieving them of some of the feudal services. About 
1065 Edward the Confessor revived the Anglo-Saxon judicature, and compiled a code, 
on the basis of the West^Saxon lage, incorporating therewith the best of the Danish and 
Mercian laws, in two principal divbions, — civil and criminal. The former secured 
the estates by the old tenures of *'Boc-land" (i.e. charter land, free and saleable) and 
** Soc-land** {i.e. held by payment of a yearly rent, with some personal service by the 
tenant). The Confessor's code comprised thirty-nine chapters. William the Con- 
queror collected these, with large alterations (introducing feudal tenures and stringent 
forest laws) into seventeen chapters, and added four more chapters relating to pleas of 
courts. In HOC was granted the charter or " Institutions*' of Henxy I., which has 
been too fiatteringly styled "the first charter of English liberties." It embodied 
various laws of Edward the Confessor, with great additions and alterations of hia 
own, chiefly calculated for regulating the county courts. By this charter the king 
abolished the great grievances of marriage, ward and relief; also the curfew : but he 
fell far short of a restitution of the laws of King Edward the Confessor. Thefl was 
during his reign made a capital offence. The reign of Stephen is chiefly remarkable 
in the histoiy of legislation for the introduction of the Boman civil and canon laws 
into this realm. In the reign of Henry II. while the feudal claims of marriage, ward 
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centuries and a half after the supposed first landing of the Saxons 
in England, and one hundred and forty-nine years after the 
Norman Conquest, there was a great assemblage on a grassy 
plain of one hundred and sixty acres, on the banks of the Thames, 
between Staines and Windsor, — a spot immortalised in our his- 
tory by its name of Runnymede. Here on Trinity Monday, June 
15, 1215, came on the one side that weak, profligate and perfidious 
despot, John '' Lackland/' with Pandulph, the papal legate, eight 
bishops, obeying the pope against their country's weal, and not 
more than fifteen noblemen and knights. On the other side stood 
Stephen Langton the primate of England and the soul of the 
enterprise, and with him the barons composing " the army of Ood 
and the Holy Church,'' the entire nobility of England. For five 
days the barons urged their various articles or heads of agreement, 
which were one by one reluctantly yielded by the king; and these 
were afterwards embodied in the form of a charter, which, from 
its momentous value in securing the rights and liberties of Eng- 
lishmen through ages of oppression, has been named the Great 
Charter — " Magna Carta." To this charter the royal seal was 
affixed at Bunnymede on Friday the 19th June; but it is dated 
on the 15th, the first day of this remarkable conference. Besides 
the clauses in this charter which confirm those of a charter of the 
preceding February as to the special rights of the clergy, and the 
other classes of provisions for restoring and preserving the rights 



and relief, seem to hare been enforced with general Buocess, much was done to 
methodise the laws, and reduce them into regular order. — {Vide Olanvil.) The 
remarkable points in this reign were the constitution of the parliament at Glarendon 
in 1 164, by which the king checked the power of the pope and his clergy ; the insti- 
tution of the office of justices in eyre, tf> Uinere^ — the kingdom being diyided into six 
circuits, and the judges administering justice and trying writs of assize in the sereral 
counties ; the introduction and establishment of the grand assize or trial by jury in a 
writ of right, in place of the barbarous Norman trial by ordeal ; and the introduction 
of escuage, or pecuniary commutation for personal military service, which in process 
of time was the parent of the ancient subsidies granted to the crown by parliament, 
and of the land-tax of later times. For the whole subject of our early laws see 
Fiinto£f On the Miw and Frogrest of the Laws in England and Wales, 



of the barons and knights^ and those of the freemen and even the 
serfs, as well as those securing the ancient customs and liabilities 
of cities and boroughs, and protection (o foreign merchants trading 
in England, — the great charter contains many clauses which 
secure the rights and liberties of the English people as a whole ; 
by providing for the pure, speedy, fixed and uniform administration 
of justice; by prohibiting arbitrary punishment of any kind, and 
especially arbitrary imprisonment; and by declaring the person 
and property of every freeman under the solemn and sacred pro- 
tection of equal laws. The great charter contains sixty-three short 
chapters or articles, of various degrees of importance, including 
even the regulation of wears in rivers; but the two ''essential 
clauses,'' the " crowning glories'' of this great document of liberty 
and right, are chapters thirty-nine and forty, which are thus 
translated : — 

39. No freeman shall be taken or imprisoned, or disseised, or out- 
lawed, or banished, or any ways destroyed ; nor will we pass upon him, 
nor will we send upon him,*^ unless by the lawful judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the land. 

40. We will sell to no man, we will deny or delay to no man, either 
justice or right. 

These two articles protect the personal liberty and property of all 
freemen, by giving security from arbitrary imprisonment and 
arbitrary spoliation. — {HaUam.) 

This great charter was doubtless the model for all smaller grants 
of liberties and rights, of free customs, franchises and immunities, 
from the crown or the chief barons to the freemen and burgesses 
of cities, town and boroughs; and at a later period we may have to 
cite some of the enactments of Magna Carta, as exemplars in this 
way. At present it may suffice to state that the original Magna 
Carta of Runnymede nowhere appears upon our statute-book; 

^ John had been in the habit of ^otny with, or sending, an armed force, lawlaealy 
to seize the oastlee and landB of those he deemed hostile to him. 
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which usually commeuces with a later version of it *' made in the 
9 King Henry III. (1225), and confirmed by King Edward I. in 
the twenty-fifth year of his reign" (1297). John died soon after 
the grant of the great charter; and the first act of the great earl 
of Pembroke^ as protector of the kingdom^ on the accession of 
Henry III. was to renew this charter (12th November 1216), but 
with several changes. The provisions concerning the manner and 
reason of levying scutages were omitted. The temporary stipula- 
tions as to the troops and allies of John and his barons respectively, 
were of course not copied. The provisions for empowering twenty- 
five barons, elected by the whole body of the barons, to redress 
violations of the charter, were not renewed.*^ In the next year 

^ Mr. ThomsoD, in his Hittorical Essay on Magna Carta (pp. 29 etseq.) obserres 
that ** The greatest security of Magna Carta was that twenty-fire barons were elected 
by the rest to enforce the obserrance of all which this instrument contained. The 
peers entrusted with this authority were certainly some of the most celebrated of 
their time, both with regard to their descent, to ralour, and to intellectual endow- 
ments.** Their names were — 

I. Bichard de Clare, sixth earl of Clare. 

a. William de Fortibus, seyenth earl of Aumerle or Albemarle. 

3. Geoffrey de Manderille, earl of Essex and Gloucester. 

4. Saher de Quincy, first earl of Winchester. 

5. Henry de Bohtm, earl of Hereford j lord high constable. 

6. Boger Bigod, third earl of Norfolk ; steward of England. 

7. Bobert de Yere, earl of Oxford ; lord great chamberlain. 

8. William Mareschall the younger, second earl of Pembroke. 

9. Bobert Fitz- Walter, baron of Dunmow. 

10. Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester and Hertford (son of No. i). 

1 1. Eustace de Yescy, third baron Yesci. 

I a. William de Hardell, lord mayor of London. 

13. William de Mowbray, baron de Fronte Boeuf and fourth baron Mowbray. 

14. Geofi^ de Say, fifth Lord Say. 

15. Boger de Mumbezon [first baron Mont-Begon]. 

16. William de Huntingfield, first baron Huntingfield. 

17. Bobert de Bos, fourth baron Boos. 

18. John de Laoy, constable of Chester, and baron of Halton. 

19. William de Albiniac, Albany or IVAubeney, third baron Albini. 

20. Bichard de Percy, fifth baron Percy. 

21. William Malet, baron of Malet, lord of Corey Malet, co. Somerset. 

I 



(1217) the charter of liberties was granted again, and some words 
of infinite value were added to the clause by which the king binds 
himself to respect the property and the personal rights of his sub- 
jects. The charter was again renewed by Henry III. in the ninth 
year of his reign; at which time the Charter of the Forest was 
grantedj whereby many of the most atrocious iniquities of the 
earlier game laws were redressed. The two charters were fire 
times renewed (with some temporary variations) between this 
period and Henry's death j but it is in that form which was pro- 
mulgated in the 9 Henry III. that it appears at the head of our 
statute-book, printed from the Inspeadmus and confirmation of it 
by Edward I. In this form (comprised in thirty-seven chapters) 
Magna Carta has been solemnly confirmed by our kings and par- 
liaments upwards of thirty times. In the 25 Edward I. (1297) in 
the statute usually called ''Confirmatio Chartarum/' it received 
an extension, protecting towns and cities from the king's power to 
levy money from them at will, under the name of talliages. By 
the new provisions of this act all private property was secured 
from royal spoliation, and placed under the safeguard of the great 
council of all the realm. To Magna Carta may be traced either 
the origin or the recognition of the great principles of our consti- 
tution, — an hereditary monarchy, of limited powers; a repre- 
sentative system by hereditary peers, and elective representatives 
of the commonalty. That without sanction of parliament no tax 
can be imposed ; no law can be made, repealed or altered. Every 
man's person and property protected by equal law. Trial by jury. 
Justice shall not be denied, sold or delayed. — (Creasy on the 
Constitution), 

We have named the Charter of the Forest, which, passed in 
February 1225, was confirmed 28 Edward I. 1299. It comprised 



23. John Fits-Bobert, baron Fitz-Bobert. 

23. William de LanTalay, second baron Lanyallei. 

24. Hugh Bigod (eldest son of No. 6), fourth earl of Norfolk. 

25. Biohard de Muntfiohet, fourth baron Montfichet. 



Chap. VI.} THIRTEENTH CENTURY LAW-MAKING. 59 

sixteen chapters; directed that various woods^ &c., which had 
been aflTorested by Henry II., Richard I. and John, should be 
disafforested ; all possessors of forests to have them as at the first 
coronation of Henry II. quit for ever of all purprestures, wastes 
and assarts.** 

** It is doubtless in conformity with this statute that there was a ** Perambulation 
of the Forests of Lancashire" in the 12 Henry III. (1227-28). A Latin copy 
of the record will be found in Raines's Lancashire (toI. ir. appendix ii. p. 754). 

These are the tweWe knights of the county of Lancaster who made perambulation 
of the forests by the precept of the lord the king, to wit — William Rlundell, Thomas 
de Bethum, Adam de Bury, William de Tatham, Adam de Coupynwra [Caponwray] 
Adam de Molyneux, Gilbert de Killet, Paulinus de GUirestang, Patrick de Berwyk, 
Henry de Lee, Grymebald de Ellale, Thomas de Burnhull ; — who say that the whole 
county of Lancaster cught to be disafforested, according to the tenor of the Charter 
of the Forest, except the woods underwritten. In the first place, Quebumosb, by these 
bounds, to wit, just as Langtwayt stretches itself towards the Erlesgate, descending 
as far as to the bridge of Musart Sikets [ditch] descending to the Frithbrok, follow- 
ing the Frithbrok descending to the Lone, following the Lone ascending to the 
Eskbrok, ascending and following Maybrigge, ascending to Hankesdame, following 
the sikets [ditch] of Hankersdame, ascending to the sikets [ditch] which u under 
Tlleihwayt, and from that sikets to Storchag, and from Storchag to the east part of 
the head of Brounesgato ; following Brounesgate ascending to the top of the head of 
Qoghok, and from the top of the head of Cloghok to the top of the head of Damerisgele, 
descending thence to the sikets which is between two marked oaks [**marbe8 arres ;*' 
fort^ marcas accas] following the Silook to Blemes, following the sikets to Condone, 
following the sikets to the moss under Eghloteshered ; following that moss ascending 
to the road liter] of Stokthway t, following the road ascending to the Erlesgate. And 
moreorer, outside these bounds John the king gare a certain part of that forest by 
his charter to Matthew Garnet and his heirs, paying therefor yearly half a mark 
[6#. $d,'] Saving his yenison, and therefore the lord the king may do his will. 

And, moreover, Coitbt and Blsbsdalb by these bounds, to wit : From the head of 
Calder on the south part to Wlnsty and from Wlnesty to the top of the head of 
Pirlok, and from that summit following the Merleigh, descending to where the Mer- 
logh falls into the Broke at Thorpin Lees, following the brok and descending to the 
watercourse Idmctu'] in the east part of Wonesnape, following Wonesnape to Stayngile, 
and from Stayngile to Comistis, and followbg Comisty descending to the Calder, 
following it ascending to the aforenamed Wlnsty. 

And, moreover, Fitlwodi by these bounds : From Haya Rainsgil to the way of 
Sepal, and thence as far as to the watercourse Iduclus'] that goeth to Coleford- 
in-le-Ferms. and thence as far as where it falls to Codelische, and thence to the hay 



Various other abuses were abolished^ and forest customs reverted 
to what they were at the coronation of Henry II. (19th Decenaber 

of Bannisljt. And the men of Preston ought to hare their timber for building and 
for burning, and pasture for their cattle. 

ToxTATH bj these bounds : As far as where Oskolesbrok falls into Mersee, follow- 
ing Oskelesbrok, ascending to the park of Magewom [P MaghuU], and from the meadow 
to Bromegge ; following the Bromegge to the Brounlawe, and thence crossing to the 
old turbaries between two marshes to Lambisthorn, and from Lambisthom descending 
to the Watirfall at the head of Stirpull [? Lirpull], following and descending to the 
Mersee. Near these bounds the lord John the king placed Smethdoun with its 
appurtenances in the same forest ; and gave Thjngwall with whatsoerer poor, in 
exchange for , and therein the king may do his will. 

Further, moreover, the wood of Dbbby by these bounds : From Bradi stone in 
Hargunkar as far as, by the midst of the kar, to Hassihurst, and so to where Simita (?) 
goeth out of the grove [Nemore] to Longlegh, which stretches from Derby into 
Kyrkeby, and so beyond Longleh into Mikkyll brok, and ascending from MikkyU 
brok to Blakbrok, ascending from Blakbrok into Throunthorne-dale-brok, and so 
ascending to the plains. And the men of the place [ Vicum] have common and herbage 
and other things in the aforesaid wood, and the men of Derby have all necessaries 
in the aforesaid wood. 

Also, moreover, Bubton Wods by these bounds, to wit : From Hardisti to Sonky, 
and from Raveslache to Bradeleghbroke ; so that William Pincerna [Butler] and his 
heirs may have common of pasture for their cattle in store [staurumjf and pasnage 
for their swine, and timber for their castle and buildings, and for burning. 

Further, we the jury say that Ckoxtath Pabk was put within pales after the ooro« 
nation of King Henry your grandfather, and belongeth to Knouselegh, to the heir of 
Bobert son of Henry : and ought to be disafforested according to the tenor of the 
Carta de Foresta. 

We further say that Altekab was put within pales after the coronation of King 
Henry your grandfather, and belongs a certain part to the viU of Ines [Ince], and to 
Hamsmelis, and to Fornoby, and to Holand, and to Lydgate, and ought to be dis- 
afforested. 

Also we say that the vill of Haxis [Hale] it was shown that your grandfather the 
king took an unfenced part of it from the wood after his coronation, from Flaxpolis 
to Quyntebriche, and the king gave the said vill of Halis in entirety with its appur- 
tenances to Bichard de Mido by his charter of forest, and that it ought to be disaf- 
forested according to the tenor of the Carta de Foresta. 

Also we say that Symokdes Wode was inclosed with pales after the coronation of 
King Henry your grandfather, and belongs to Kyrkeby, to the heir of Bichard, eon 
of Boger, and ought to be disafibrested according to the tenor of the Carta de 
Foresta, &c. — (Lansdmone MSS. Cod. 559, fo. 55, s.s.) 



11^4)* ^^ penalty for killing the king^s deer was no longer to 
be loss of life or limb ; but fine or imprisonment. Freemen might 
have within their own woods aeries of hawks^ sparrow-hawks, 
falcons, eagles and herons ; and also the honey found within their 
woods. 

Edward I. (whose reign includes the years 1272-1307), has 
been justly styled our English Justinian ; and Sir Matthew Hale 
affirms that more was done in the first thirteen years of his reign 
to settle and establish the distributive justice of the kingdom than 
in all the ages since that time put together. He established, con- 
firmed and settled the Great Charter and the Charter of the Forest; 
greatly limited the bounds of ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; defined 
the respective limits of the high courts of jurisdiction ; settled the 
boundaries of inferior courts in counties, hundreds and manors; 
abolished arbitrary taxes and talliages, levied without consent of 
the national council ; relinquished the royal prerogative of sending 
mandates to interfere in private causes ; regulated the system of 
fines in the Court of Common Pleas ; established a repository for 
the public records ; instituted watch and ward, for preserving the 
public peace, and preventing robberies ; reformed many abuses as 
to tenures, and removed some restraints on the alienation of 
landed property, by the statute of '^ Quia Emptores ;'' instituted 
a speedier recovery of debts, by granting execution on lands as 
well as on goods and chattels; provided for the recovery of ad vow - 
sons as temporal rights; stopped the alienation of lands to the 
church by repeated statutes of mortmain; established a new 
limitation of property by the creation of estates- tail; and he 
reduced all Wales to the subjection not only of the crown but in 
a great measure of the laws of England. — (Flintoflfs Bise and 
Progress of the Laws of England,) 

In the 6 Edward I. (1278)^ amongst the statutes made at 

^ A preceding statute — that entitled *< Extenta Manerii,*' haring eepeoial reference 
to the sobjeot of this book — is reserved for a separate notice. (See chap. x. post.) 
It was passed 4 Edward I. (1276). 







Gloucester was the one entitled of " Quo warranto/' so named from 
the writ issued under it^ requiring all prelates, earls, barons and 
others, and all claiming liberties, to show to the justices how and 
in what manner, and by what authority or warrant — " quo war- 
ranto" — they held them. If they did not appear before the 
justices, the liberties were to be seized into the king's hands till 
they showed their right to them. If they appeared and failed to 
show a just claim, the liberties passed from them to the king. 
The liberties specified as examples in the statute are view of 
frank-pledge or courts-leet, right of taking toll, &c. 

On the 15th November (7 Edward I.) 1279, was passed the 
statute of mortmain, the preamble of which recites that notwith- 
standing the late provision (Magna Carta of 9 Henry III. cap. 26) 
that no land should be given in mortmain [dead-hand, i.e. to any 
religious house] — the practice was continued, and religious men 
entered into fees, without license and will of the chief lord, 
whereby the services due from such fees were wrongfully with- 
drawn, and the chief lords lost their escheats of the same ; and 
the statute enacts that no land shall be alienated in mortmain, 
upon pain of the forfeiture thereof to the chief lord. 

The statute of merchants, or of Acton Burnel, where it was 
made 12th October 1283 (11 Edward I.) required a merchant's 
debtor to make an acknowledgment of the debt before the mayor 
of the city, which, if he failed to pay the debt on the day fixed for 
payment, authorised the sale of his moveable goods, chattels, &c., 
and in default of goods, the debtor to be imprisoned till he or his 
friends make agreement to pay the creditor ; who, if the debtor 
cannot maintain himself in prison, is at his cost to provide bread 
and water; to be repaid for this when the debt is paid. 

The second statute of Westminster, Easter 1285 (13 Edward I.) 
made various enactments as to the transfer of real property, espe- 
cially as to gifts in tail, the rights of wives, remedies for the 
usurpations of advowsons of churches, providing writs for peculiar 
cases, masters' remedy against servants, indictments before sherififs' 
toums, the process on an action of waste, wardship, lord and 




teuanti lands whereon crosses are set up to be forfeited as mort- 
main, rape, distress, juries, fees of the ofScers of justices in eyre, 
usurpation of commons, taking of salmon, and many other matters 
of various importance, and of strangely diverse nature. 

The statute of Winton or Winchester, made 8th October 1285 
(13 Edward I.), in six short chapters, enacts the pursuit of felons 
and robbers from town to town, making the county answerable if 
they be not taken ; fixing at what hours the gates of great towns 
shall be shut, and when the night watch shall begin and end; 
prescribing the breadth of highways from one market town to 
another, and the removal from their sides of bushes and under- 
wood, where a man may lurk to do hurt ; regulating what arms a 
man is to keep according to the quantity of his lands or goods ; 
requiring bailiffs, &c., to follow the hue and cry ; and prohibiting 
fairs and markets from being kept in church yards. 

The third statute of Westminster, named from its first words 
'^ Quia emptores terrarum,'' made in 1290 (18 Edward I.) enacts 
in three chapters that the feoffee shall hold his land of the chief 
lord and not of the feoffor; that if part of the land be sold, the 
services due shall be apportioned ; and that no feoffment shall be 
made to assure land in mortmain. 

Two statutes of ^tio warranto, made in 1290, explain and amend 
that of 1278; among other things providing, in order to save 
expense, that all pleas of qtw warranto are to be determined in 
circuit, and all pleas then depending to be adjourned into their 
own shire till the judges come. 

The last statute we shall notice is that of confirmation of the 
Magna Carta and the Carta de Foresta, made 1297 (25 Edward I.), 
which declares that all judgments given contrary to the said 
charters shall be void ; requires that both charters shall be read 
to the people in all cathedral churches twice a year; enacts that 
aids and taxes granted towards wars, Jto., of the good will of the 
people, shall not be drawn into a precedent or custom ; and that 
no aid or prise shall be taken by the king but by consent of the 
realm, and for the common profit thereof; and — many having 



found themselves sore grieved with the king's toll of forty shillings 
for every sack of wool — the king releases that toU^ and grants that 
he will not take it again without the common assent and goodwill 
of the people. Such was the body of beneficent legislation^ the 
product of a single century. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

KNIGHTS' FEES AND SEEVICE. 
TESTA DE NEVILL. 

Fully to comprehend the nature of the military service, and of 
the knight's fee, fief or feud (feodum)^ it is necessary to look to 
the tenure of lands introduced by William the Conqueror. Two 
laws passed by this first of our Norman kings, with the consent 
and advice of the great council of the realm, had great influence 
on the state and nature of land tenures. First it was ordained 
that all freemen (owners of land) should engage and swear that 
they did become vassals of William, and as such would be faithful 
to him, in respect of the dominion residing in him as lord, upon 
the recognized feudal notion, and that they would, thus becoming 
his vassals, everywhere faithfully maintain and defend his terri- 
tories, title and person, and give him all possible aid and assistance 
against his enemies, foreign and domestic. — {Leg. Guil. Conq. sec. 
52.) Another law, passed in like manner, ordained that all free- 
holders should, agreeably to their duty as vassals, hold themselves 
always ready to perform their service due to their lord, which was 
expressly declared to be knight-service on horseback. — {lb, sec. 
58.) This law also declared that all such freemen should hold 
their lands, agreeably to the feudal grant of them by the king, 
in hereditary right. 

It is clear from these laws that all freemen were at that time 
owners of land ; and these laws at once converted almost all lands 
(all being held by freemen, either lords or vassals) into hereditary 
feuds, and all the owners were thenceforth bound to render knight- 
service to the king. Hence all land came to be held, either imme- 
diately or mediately, of the king. Knight-service had all the 



marks of a strict and regular feud. It was granted by words of 
pure donation^ was transferred by investiture or delivery of the 
corporal possession of the land^ usually called " livery of seisin/' 
and was perfected by homage and fealty. Its proper service was 
to attend the king in his wars. And^ as the lords were bound to 
bring with them a certain number of armed followers, to this 
purpose they generally found it necessary to parcel out portions 
of their lands amongst their retainers, to be held of themselves by 
the same military tenure as that by which they themselves held of 
the king. To make a tenure by knight-service, a determinate 
quantity of land was necessary, which was called "a knight's 
fee;"*^ and he who by such sub-grant held this proportion of 
land (or a whole fee) by knight- service, was bound, if called upon^ 
to attend his lord to the wars for forty days in every year ; which 
attendance was his return, rent, or service for the land he held. If 
he held only half a knight's fee, he was only bound to attend 
twenty days ; and so on in proportion. Originally, it is supposed^ 
this was the only service consented to by the freemen, or the 
council for them ; but subsequently were introduced, as the con- 
sequences of this tenure, various regular appendages of the feudal 
system, chiefly these seven, — aids, relief, primer seisin, wardship, 
marriage, fines for alienation, and escheat. This is not the place 
to notice two other kinds of laud tenure, — soccage, or freehold 

^ A knight*8 fee (feodwn nUliiareJ was so muoh inheritance as was sufficient jearly 
to maintain a knight with oonrenient rerenue; which temp. Henxy TTT. was 152.— 
(Camden's Brit.) But Sir Thomas Smith (in his Bepub. Angl.) rates it at 40^., and by 
the statute for knights (i Edward n. cap. i, 1307-8) such as had 2o2. per annum in 
fee, or for life, might be compelled to be knights ; which statute was repealed by the 
17th Car. I. cap. 20. Stow, in his AnnaUy says there were found in England at the time 
of the Conquest 6o,ai i knights* fees ; whereof the religious houses before their suppres- 
sion were possessed of 28,015. According to the Monatt. Angl. eight carves of land 
make a knight's fee ; but again it is said that a knight's fee contained twelre plough- 
lands (2 Inst. fol. 596) or 680 acres. Cowell says that a jard-hmd contained twenty- 
four acres, four yard-lands made one hide, and fire hides made a knight's fee, whose 
relief was $1. But we are relieved from reconciling these discrepant quantities and 
yalues by the statement in the Testa de NevUl of Lancashire itself (p. 408) that ''in 
this county twenty-four carres [or plough-lands] make one knight's fee." 
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tenure, aud tenure in villenage. The number of knights' fees in a 
barony or in a manor^ and the various fragmentary portions into 
which^ by sub-infeudation^ a single fee was carved out amongst a 
number of sub-feudatories^ led to the necessity of each chief lord 
of the fee keeping a sort of record or list^ enumerating the several 
entire fees and parts of knights' fees in his lordship, and this 
document was called a feodarium or feodary. Amongst the most 
ancient of these feodaries are two old books of record in the 
King's Remembrancer's Office of the Court of Exchequer, called 
the Testa de NevUl,^'' or lAber Feodorum, which contain an account 
as to the whole of England, of fees, of whom held, and of what 
value; of serjeanties, widows and heiresses whose marriages were 
in the gift of the king; churches in the gift of the king, and in 
whose hands they were ; escheats, in whose hands and by what ser- 
vices holden ; and the sums paid by tenants for scutage, aids, &c. 
These books appear to have been compiled (excepting the original 
portion, the Testa de Nevill proper) near the close of the reign of 
Edward II. or the commencement of that of Edward III. (say 
about 1325-1330), partly from inquests taken on the presentments 
of jurors of hundreds before the justices itinerant, and partly from 
the injunctions upon writs awarded to the sheriffs, for collecting 
scutages, aids, &c. As the printed volume is accessible, we present 
a translation only of so much of this ancient record as relates 
chiefly to the hundred of Salford, so as to include the greater part 
of the ancient barony of Mamecestre. It is necessary, however, to 
bear in mind that the entries in the printed copy from the old 
Testa de Nevill (written temp. Edward I.) are to be distinguished 
from those in the compilation written perhaps twenty years later, 
yet all bearing the same general title, and not very clearly sepa- 
rated. The printed Testa is arranged in counties, and co. Lancaster 
is given in two distinct parts of the volume, viz. two pages (371- 
372) in one place, and sixteen pages (396-411) in another. The 
former contains little in relation to our subject ; the latter begins 

^ So named from its supposed compiler, Balph de NeriU, an acoountant in the 
exebeqoer and collector of aids in the reign of Henry III. 



^ith the more recent compilation^ and gives, under separate titles 
or headings, the fees of the great holders of estates in Lancashire, 
and their sub-infeudations, as found by the inquisitors under each 
hundred or wapentake respectively. The head " De Testa de Neviir* 
[proper] occurs first under Lancashire, p. 401, and is immediately 
followed by a second head, intimating that an inquisition of the 
county was taken by the oath and fealty of seventeen knights, as 
to tenements given and alienated under the Lime in co. Lancaster. 
The knights were Roger Gemeth' de Burg*, Robert de Lancaster, 
Adam de Midelton, Richard de Burg*, Walter son of Osbert, 
Walter son of Swane, William de Wynewic, Richard son of 
Swane, Richard son of Robert, William Blundel, Robert de 
Anielesdale, Richard de Orhull, Richard de Perpont*, Alan de 
Rixton, William de Radeclive, Alexander de Pilkington, and 
Henry de Trafford.*^ This jury of knights appear to have com- 
menced their inquisition in the north of the county, and to have 
proceeded southward ; and it is not till they inquire respecting the 
barony of Penwortham that the name of any Greslet occurs, viz. 
" Robert holds three 'carves in Burnhull and Anderton, and two 
carves in Eston, all of that barony." Under the next head, " Dren- 
gagia,*' occur a number of entries, relating to the Greslets, by the 
Christian names of Robert, Robert that now is, Albert, Albert Senex 
or Senior, and Albert Juvenis or Junior. Though it is impossible 
in every case to assign rightly the three Christian names used, 
amongst the Greslets; we think it is clear that this feodary 

^ These knights* names enable us to approximate the date of thu inquisition. 
Koger Gemet in 1 207 gaye sixtj marks to hare all the bailiwick of the king^s forest 
which William Gemet, his brother, had. — Walter, son of Osbert, in 1201 gaye the 
king a palfrey to have his land of Saleswio. — Walter, son of Swane, was a surety for 
another in 1201. — William de Wynewic in 1201 gave the king ten marks and two 
palfreys to hare thirty acres of land in Thorinton. — Bichard, son of Swane, with two 
others gaye twenty marks and a palfrey to have twelre oxgangs of land in Goosnargh. 
Alan de Bixton joined others in a gift of forty marks and a horse for the chase, in 
1 200. — In the same year William de Badecliye gaye ten marks to haye an inquiry. 
In 1 205 Henry de Trafford gaye twenty shillings for his relief of half a carye of land 
in Trafford. — These facts appear to limit the date of the inquisition of Lancashire 
within the first few years of the reign of John, 1 200-1 207. 
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inclades entries of five Greslets^ barons of Mamecestre^ beginning 
with Albert 9enex, the third baron^ and ending with Robert, 
seventh baron. The next head under which the name of Greslet 
occurs is a singular one — "In this county twenty-four carves 
make one knight's fee." To this succeed various heads of ser- 
jeanties ; and the last head under this county is again " De Testa, 
de Nevill.*' None of its entries, however, come within the scope 
of this work. The subjoined are selected entries under the heads 
specified. The modern names of places at the beginnings of 
paragraphs are added to facilitate reference : — 

TESTA DE KEYILL. 
Co. La^castee. — Salfoed Hundbei). 
Eichard de Hilton [Hulton]^ holds the wapentake of Salfordshire in 
serjeanty** at the will of the lord the king. — (fol. 372.) Inquisitors*^ 

^* This Bichard de Hulton was probablj a jounger son of Jarvertb, and father of 
Darid, who inherited Hulton from his uncle Robert. Bichard seems to haye had a 
grant from Edith de Barton (with consent of her husband, Gilbert de Notton) of 
lands in Barton held of her by his father Janrerth. — {Vide Testa de Netnll, poet, 
eub Barton.) In the 32 Edward I. (1304) a Bichard de Hilton had a grant of free 
warrei OTer Hilton [Hulton] and Ordeshale. — (Col, Rot. Chart, fol. 1 35.) 

^ Seijeanty {eerfeantia) signifies in law a serrice that cannot be due from a tenant 
to any lord, but to the king only ; and this is either grand or petit seijeanty . Grand 
lerjeanty is a tenure, whereby one holds his lands of the king by such serrices as he 
ought to do in person to the king at his coronation ; and may also concern matters 
military (as to bear the king*B banner or spear, or lead hb host), or serrices of honour 
in peace, as to be the king's butler, carver, &c. Petit seijeanty is where a man holds 
lands of the king, to furnish him yearly with some small thing towards his wars, as 
sword, dagger, bow, &o. ; and in effect payable as rent. — (Jacob.) The seijeanty in 
the text was a ciTil service of honour, — the charge of the hundred or wapentake of 
Salford. In the i John (i 199) Elias, son of Robert, held the wapentake in seijeanty ; 
and in the 17 John (i 215-16) John, son of Elias, gaye the lord the king forty marks 
(262. i3#. 4^2.) and two hunting horses [^Caesurusy pro Ohascuris] to haye confirma- 
tion or charter of the seijeanty of Salfordshire. 

ti From this point to the end of the entry under the head of Lindsey, every entry 
in the printed copy of the Teeta occurs twice, not from any error of the press, but 
because folios 785 to 795 of the original MS. are copied (not verbatim, but in a some- 
what abridged form) in folios 795 to 802 of the same MS. Feodary. This duplication 
enaUes us to correct literal errors in local and personal names ; following in the text 



of the wapentake of Salefordeshire : Award Tagun, Ealph de Hanekotes 
(Anekotes) [Ancoats],^^ Eicbard de Cholreton (Chorlton), Bobert de 
Cholreton, Eobert de ForiBwrth' (Snisworth) [? Shoresworth]*^ "William 
de Ecclesiia (Ecclis) Thomas de Pul. — (Fol. 397.) 

BuET. — Adam de Bury holds one knight's fee in Bury, of the fee of 
the earl of Lincoln, and he of the earl of Ferrars, and he in chief of the 
lord the king, and it belongs to the dower of the countess of Lincoln.^ 

MiDDLETON. — The heir of Eobert de Midelton holds one knight's 
fee in Midelton of the said fee, and it belongs to the dower of the 
countess. 

the first and fullest entries, and putting yariations found in the abridged and dupli- 
cate entries within parentheses. 

^ See note on Ralph de Emecote, under Mamecestre, post. 

** A Robert de Shoresworth was a witness to a deed of Agnes, daughter of Gilbert 
de Barton. A Robert de Scoresworth witnessed a quit-chmn of William, son of 
William, clerk, of Eccles (another of the inqubitors named in the text) of lands in 
Eocles to the abbot of Stanlaw. A Robert de Sorisworth was a juror on the inquisi- 
tions of 1282 as to the possessions of Robert G-reslet, serenth baron. — (Dr. 
Keuerden's M88, in Her. Coll.) There was a messuage and sixty acres of land 
appertaining in the township of Pendlebury, and in the manor of Ordsal, which bore 
the name of Soresworth or Shoresworth. 

^ This knight's fee in the township of Bury shows how tenures existed. Its occa- 
pier held of the earl of Lincoln, probably as part of the honour of Clitheroe, held by 
the Lacies. They in turn held of the Ferrers, who were chief lords of the countj, 
and the Ferrers in turn held their possessions directly of the king. But the para- 
graph in the text states that this knight's fee in Bury (and we see there were two 
others in Middleton and Chaderton) formed a portion of the dower of some oountesa, 
apparently liying at the time of the record. This lady was Margaret, daughter and 
coheiress of Robert de Quincy, by his wife Hawise, fourth sister and coheiress of 
Randle BlundcTille, earl of Chester and Lincoln, who in the distribution of his lands 
and honours gaye her the latter earldom ; so that her daughter Margaret was 
countess of Lincoln in her own right. Henry III. by patent of 23rd November 1232, 
granted to her husband John de Lacy, and his heirs by Margaret, the title of earl of 
Lincoln. It was their grandson Henry de Lacy who was the last and g^reatest man 
of his line. He died in February 1310, aged sixty years. This Adam de Buij, by 
deed without date gaye to Henry, son of Gilbert de Rediyales, an acre of land lying 
near Podoks (P), Denebrok, between the Dumplanes and Bextamsike, with all ease- 
ments to the yilld of Walmersley and Robholes belonging, for the yearly rent of a 
penny at the feast of St. Oswald, for all secular seryices. By another dateless deed 
John, son of Hugh de Newbalt, quit-claimed to Sir Adam de Bury and heirs all the 
land of Newbald and three acres within the bounds of Bury, in a oertain place called 
Bradeley. — (Dr. Keuerden's M8S, in Her. Coll.) 
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Chaddebtok. — GKlbert de Warton (Barton) holds a fourth part of 
a knight's fee in Haderton (Ghaderton) of the said fee, and it belongs 
to the dower of the countess. 

Pendleton. — The heir of Eiehard de Hilton (Hulton) holds a sixth 
part of a knight's fee in Penilton of the fee of the Earl of Ferrars, and 
he in chief of the lord the king. 

The Eebs op Thomas de Gbetlet.^^ 
Babton. — Gilbert (de) Barton holds one fee and half a knight's fee 
in the same (vill), of the fee of Thomaa de Gretlej, and he of the fee of 
the earl de Ferrars, and he in chief of the lord the king.^ 

^ Thif was Thomas de Ghreslet, sixtii baron, whose baronial life may be limited by 
the years 1231-1262. 

^ The sub-infendation is here again shown. Was this Oilbert Barton the same 
with GHIbert de Notton or Newton, who, in a subsequent part of the Testa de NevUl^ 
is said to hold in Barton, with the lady of Barton, a knight's fee and a half in dren- 
gage? Nothing was more common than for an indiyidual or a family, on settling in 
a new home^ to drop the name of their old and assume that of their new estate or 
i^)ode. A Biohard Hulton (? the same who held the hundred of Salford in serjeanty) 
had a grant of the lands in Barton, of Edith de Barton, by the consent of Gilbert de 
Notton (co. York) her husband. Did Gilbert de Notton become de Barton, by 
marrying Edith de Barton, "the lady of Barton?" We think reference to a few 
deeds of Barton very badly transcribed in an abridged form by Dr. Keuerden, will 
furnish ground for belieying that such was the fact. By deeds without date CHlbert 
de Barton, son of William de Noden (? Notton or Newton), gave to P. de Dumplington 
a parcel of land called " Cockney," for a yearly rent of iid, at Pentecost, which was 
by another deed reduced to 6d. Then Agnes, " primogenito" Itio'} daughter of Gilbert 
de Barton, quit*olaims to Bobert Gredley, all the right in Barton, and all its members 
which had been her mother's, Edith [or Cicely] de Barton, and her brother John's. 
Whom Agnes married does not appear, but she had a daughter Loretta. Some obscure 
deeds show that Gilbert de Barton oonyeyed the manor to Aaron, son of Josias (?) 
(Jodj) Jew of York, who re-conveyed it to Gilbert for life, with remainder to John, 
son of Gilbert, and heirs ; then to Agnes, sister of John ; then to the right heirs of 
Gilbert. This seems to indicate that John, son of Gilbert, dying without issue, 
Agnes became sole heiress. There is a curious but imperfect deed by which John, 
son of Gilbert de Barton knight, gives to Bobert de Ghrelle, lord of Mamecestre, the 
homage and serrioe of eighteen persons named. By another deed he gave to Bobert 
Grelle lands and a mill in Barton, with a fishery in the IrweU. Then John, son and 
heir of Gilbert de Barton, quit-claims to Boger [«tc, ? Bobert] Grelle all his right, 
&o., in all the manor of Barton, with all the hamlets belonging to the manor, viz. 
Aspull, Bmnsop, Halton, Haliwel, Brighorde, Famworib, Northden, Eccles, Monton, 



"WiTHiNGTON. — Matthew de Haverseg' holds one knight's fee in 
Wythinton of the said fee.^^ 

Childwall, Paebold and Wrightington. — Robert de Lathum^ 

Mertrich, Westwood, WithiDgton, Newham, Irwilham, Bromihunt, Huhne, Duzn- 
pliDgton, Qoitlewick and Crompton with Boterword ; with the homages and serrioes, 
as well of the free tenants as of the Tilleins ; and all the land which Cicely [or Edith] 
held in dower in the yill of Barton. There is also an imperfect deed, the grantor of 
which is *' Cecilia qui fuit uxor G-ilberti de Barton." In 1345 Jolin la Warre, lord of 
Mamecestre, and Joan his wife (Thomas Greslet's sister) gave to Thomas, son of 
Bobert del Both, thirty acres of pasture in Barton ; and in 1 365 Boger la Warre, lord 
of Mamecestre, granted to Thomas del Both of Barton all lands which had been those 
of John, son of Gilbert de Barton. 

^ This name Hayersege is probably Haver-sack, i,e, a bag for oats, which were 
called Harers. So an oat-cake was called a hayer-oake, and there is an old MS. recipe 
for drawing any liying insect out of the ear, which in modem English reads : '* Take 
a hot haver-cake, and lay it down, and lay thine ear thereon as hot as thou canst 
thole [bear] it, and if there be sheep-louse or any other quick thing in it [the ear] 
it shall soon creep out." Among the Drengage tenures in the Testa de Nevill^ a 
Matthew [P do Hayersege] and a Boger, both sons of William, held a knight's fee of 
Bobert Grealet in Withington of old tenure ; their service being to find a judge for 
the king. This Matthew de Hayersegh or Haversege, by a dateless deed, gave to 
Kichard, son of Henry de Hondforth and his heirs, lands in Wyddyngton. He also, 
by a like deed, granted to G-eofirey de Bosden those lands in Withington which 
Hortredus de Brabery held. In one of Dr. Keuerden*s MSS. he is called Matthew de 
Stayersides. In the Pleas de Quo Warranto and Bageman, before Hugh de Cres- 
singham and his associates, justices itinerant, at Lancaster, in the octave of Holy 
Trinity, 20 Edward I. (1292) John de Langeford showed a charter of 33 Henry III. 
(1248-9) which witnessed that King Henry granted to a certain Matthew de Hather- 
shegg, great grandfather [proavo] of John, and to his heirs, free warren in all their 
demesne lands in their manors of Hathershegg, Barleburgg, Kynwaldsmere and 
Holan* in co. Derby and their manors of Witingtou and Diddesbiry in co. Lane. 
&c. And he says that Oliver his father (?) and predecessor, died in seisin of the said 
warren. — {Eot 5 d. p. 377.) 

^ This Bobert is not easily identified, the pedigree of the fanuly not haying been 
carefully preserved. That given in Baines*s Lancashire (vol. iii. p. 479) is erroneous. 
A notice of the family (p. 478) is also full of inconsistency. In the 1 3 John (i 2 1 i-i 2) 
Bichard, son of Bobert de Lathom, held five and a half carves of land of Bobert de 
G-relle (fifth) baron of Manchester. Albert Greslet {Juvenis, fourth baron) had giyen 
to Bobert, son of Henry de Lathom, two oxgangs of land in Anlezark by 3#. ** and 
his heir has that land." — (Dr. Eeuerden*s MSS. in Her. Coll.) These give us three 
generations of the Lathoms, — Henry, whose son Bobert (P the same as in the text) 
was the Beither of Bichard. 
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holda one knight's fee in Cliildewale (Childewelle) and a fourth part of 
a knight's fee in Parbold (Probold), and three parts of a knight's fee in 
Wrothinton (Wrottingeton) of the said fee. 

EiJMwoBTH. — Eichard le Perpund holds a third part of a knight's 
fee in Eumheworth', of the said fee. 

William de Worthinton holds half a knight's fee in the same (vill) 
of the said fee. 

Eoger de Pilkinton^* holds a fourth part of a knight's fee in the same 
(vill), of the said fee. 

LiNDSET. — Thomas de Qretley [sixth baron] holds in Lindeshey 
[? CO. Lincoln] in (of) the honour of Lancaster, six fees and a third 
part of a knight's fee and a twelfth part of a knight's fee, in chief of 
the lord the king. — (Fol. 397.) 



These are the knights' fees of the honour of Lancaster under the 

body of the county : — Of Thomas Ghreley fiye fees and a half. 

(F6L. 400.) 

William de Karleton and William de Clifton^ collectors, render 
their account of the aid of assise and the collection in this county : — 

Thomas de Greley [sixth baron] renders an account of eleven 

marks [7^ 6s. Bd,"] for five fees and a half. Li the treasury ten marks 
by the collectors ; and he owes one mark [13*. 4^?.] — (FoL 400.) 



ButtN^HULL AKD AiTDEBTOif. — Eobert Gredle*^ holds three carves 
of land in Bumul and in Anderton, of the same barony [Penwortham], 
and does no service. — (Fol. 403.) 

** This Boger was probably the son of Alexander, lord of PiUdngton. Boger had 
free warrcD in Pilkmgton in June, 19 Edward L (1291). Hia eldest son was Sir 
Boger, knight of the shire in 1355. 

« William de Clifton, the ancestor of the Cliftons of Clifton, held ten earres of 
land in Amonndemees in the 42 Henry IIL (1257-8), and was collector of aids for 
Lancashire. — (See Family Psdi^ee,) 

** Though this Bobert is spoken of as then holdingy the Eeodary makes a distinc- 
tion between two Boberts, the latter of whom is called " the Bobert that now is." 
Wanting this addition, tbe Bobert in the text may be the second baron (iioo-i 135) 
and not tbe fifth (i 182-1230). 

L 



EsTON. — The same Bobert de Gredle holds two carres in Eston 
of the'same barony, and ought to render therefor yearly one gos-hawk 
[austurcum] or 20«. ; but he doth not render.® — (Fol. 403.) 



Drbnoages.® 

Eobert Gredle^ holds twelve knights' fees in the county of Lancas- 
ter^ under the Lime and without.^ — (Fol. 404.) 

"WiTHiNGTON. — (Of which) Matthew^, son of "William, and Roger, 
son of William, hold one knight's fee of Eobert Gredle in Wythington 
from of old time, and (from of old) ought to find one judge for the lord 
the king. 

^ There is oonsiderable oonfdsion as to the meaning of the word AvHwreum. Da 
Oange tells us that Papias translates .^l^^iffvo, both " Accipiter-major'* or "Astiu^ 
(? the great or gos-hawk) and *' Equus ambuhitor,*' or an ambling pony, or palfi-ej. 
The eqniyalent value in the text, we think, shows it to be a hawk, and not a horse. 
Austurcus, Austur, or Astur, some naturalists distinguish from the Acoipiter-major ; 
but on the whole, looking rather at old deeds than at scientific nomenclature, we 
beUere this to be the female gos-hawk, used in taking the pheasant, mallard, wOd- 
goose, hare and coney. Dr. Hibbert-Ware suggests that the name of the holder of 
these two carres in Eston is an error : that it should be, not Bobert de Gredley, bnt 
Bobert de Eston. If so, then the name of the holder of lands in Bumhull and 
Anderton of the barony of Penwortham, should also be Bobert de Eston. 

^ Drengage {drengagiuni) from the Anglo-Saxon dreng^ a soldier, a man, is the 
tenure by which the Drenges or Drenches held their lands. These {DrengC^ were 
tenants in capite, who, according to Spelman, being put out of their estates at the 
Norman Conquest, were afterwards restored thereunto on their making it appear that 
they were the owners thereof, and neither in auxUio or consilio against him ; in short 
that they had stayed at home to till their lands, and had not fought under Harold at 
the Battle of Hastings, or otherwise resisted the Conqueror, (See note 8 p. 19 aaUeJ) 
For a full account of the facts related by Spelman, see Du Cange in voce Drench, 

M From this point to the end of the Montbegon fees, pp. 404-405 in the printed 
TeHa, foil. 822-825 in the MS., the entries are re-copied in a condensed form, p. 404 
foL 839. As before, the yariations shown by the second copies are giyen within 
parentheses in the text. 

* The enumeration of fees which follows, including Bobert Greslet's own &Ye and a 
half fees in Mamecestre, gives a total of about twelve fees. 

^ Lime or Lyme is probably from Limes, a bound or limit, a border or frontier, a 
boundary or landmark. In some parts of this Feodary estates are spoken of as " in 
the body of the county/' and where lands are stated to be *' without the lime," they 
appear to be in some other county. The other form of the word Line or I^ne may 
be from Unea^ a Une, bound, or division mark. — (See note 28 p. 37 ante.) 
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GHlbert de Newton holds with the lady of Barton one knight's fee 
and half of the same [Eobert]. And Thomas de "Withington holds 
one knight's fee and a half (half a fee) of the same Eobert, from 
of old time. 

Childwall, Aspull, Tueton, and Bbocholes. — B-ichard, son of 
Bobert, holds five carves and a half of land of the same [Eobert Gredle] ; 
to wit, in Childewalle (Childewell) three carves of land. And in Aspul 
(Aspel) one carve. In Turton one carve. In Brochal' (Brokhal') half 
a carve. Wherefore six and a half carves of land make one knight's fee. 

Habewood. — Eoger de Samlesbur' (Sailesbur') and Alex' [de Hare- 
wode] hold six carves in Harewode of the aforesaid knight's fee. 

Daltoit, Pabbold aitd Wbightingtok. — Albert de Gredle aenex 
[? 1 1 35- 1 1 66] gave one knight's fee to Orme, son of Ailward, in mar- 
riage with his daughter, to wit in Dolton and Parbold and "Writtinton 
(Dalton, Parebolde and Witt'rington). The heirs of the said Orme hold 
the said land. 

PiLKTNGTON. — Alexander de Pakington [? Pilkington] holds of 
Eobert Gredle a fourth part of a knight's fee and [finds] one judge for 
the lord the king, of ancient tenure. 

EiTi5GT0N AND LosTOCK. — Albert Q[veA\e juvenis [? 1166-1182] 
gave to Thomas de Perponte (Peton) three carves of land in Euwinton 
and Lestoc, by the fee of a third part of one knight. The heirs hold 
that land. 

Mamecestbe. — Eobert Gredle that now is*^ g^yg to Eobert de 
Bury (Beri) the elder, fourteen oxgangs of land of his lordship [or 
demesne] of Mamecestre, by the service of half a knight's fee (half a 
fee and fourteen oxgangs). His heirs hold that land. 

The same Eobert [Gredle] gave to Ealph de Emecote^ two oxgangs 
of land of his lordship [or demesne] of Mamecestre, by 6«. 8(?. yearly. 

Albert Gredle [? third or fourth baron] gave to Eobert de Brace- 
brugge two oxgangs of land of his lordship [or demesne] of Mamecestre 
by 4*. yearly. His heirs hold that land. 

9 Probably Bobert the fifth baron (11 82-1 230). 

A Oan this surname be the same with Ancotes ? In a deed without date but before 
1230, Bobert Greslet (fifth baron) gaye to Bdlph de Ancotes, the land of Ancotes for 
his homage and service, paying half a mark yearly (6#. %d.) This seems very like the 
same grant and the same grantee. — (See Keuerden*s M88, in Her. Coll. vol. iii.) 



Albert Gredle senior [? ii 35-11 66] gave to Wluric [P Ulric] of 
Mamecestre four oxgangs of land of his lordship [or demesne] by 5#. 
yearly. His heirs hold that land. 

Albert Gredle gave four oxgangs of land to the church of Mamecdstre 
in aims, of the demesne [or lordship]. 

HsATON. — Albert Gredle ^'i^i^^nw [? 11 66-1 182] gave to William 
Noreus [Norres] two carves of land in Heton by 10*. [? yearly]. TTia 
heirs hold that land. 

Little Leteb. — The same Albert [Gh?edle] gave to Alexander, son 
of Umoch, two oxgangs of land in Little Lo&e by half a mark [6s. Sd.] 
and 1 2d, or one eyas hawk [nisum].^ The heirs hold that land. 

Uemston. — Albert Gredle senior [? 1135-1166] gave to Orme, son 
of Eward [Aylward] with his daughter Emma in marriage, one carve 
of land in Eston by 10*. yearly. The heirs of Orme hold that land.^*^ 

Flixton. — The same Albert gave to Henry, son of Siward, one carve 
of land in Flixton by io«. [? yearly]. The heirs hold that land. 

Slitehall. — Albert Gredle jtmior [? 11 66-1 182] gave to Eljas de 
Pennilbury Slivehalle by 12 J. or by one eyas hawk [nisum] yearly. The 
same Elyas holds that land.^^ 

MiLAFESHABH. — The samc Albert [Greslet ^'twiior] gave to Eobert, 



^ Nuui {q.d. & netfosj or more correctly an e^(u) is a term applied uanallj to the 
young sparrow-hawk, and occasionally to the young merlin or other hawk, newlj 
taken out of the nest. Sparrow-hawks are of SLre sorts, — Erases or iVyaMsr, 
branches, soars, mewed and haggards. Eyases are mewed in the wood, and are taken 
in the eyry. — {Gent Recreat,) Ducange says the Nitui is a young hawk, snatched 
from the nest and carried home, and usually sailed a Niait (f.e. an eyas or eyess). 
Its yalue, as shown by Albert Greslet*s (juvenu) grants to Alexander Fitz*Umoch 
and to Ellas of Penhulbury, was only twdvepenoe. 

^ By a deed without date, Albert Qreslet grants to Boger, son of Orme and his 
heirs, all the land of Haistune [? Eston], with all appurtenances and all Osoluescroufe 
[? Oswald's croft], and all Heton, with all appurtenances, &c., to hold of me and my 
heirs as the same Boger held of my father, and for the same serrice, to wit, for 
Haistun 20#. or one soar-hawk [accip. sorum], and for Heton in like manner 2o#. 
Witnesses : B. de Merci [? Merseya], John de Ancotes, Balph de Birun, Bobert son 
of Seifrid [or Siward], Bobert son of Henry, Geoffrey Qresle, William de Merci 
[? Merseya], Barnard Qresle. — (Dr. Keuerden's M8S, in Herald's Coll. London, 
vol. iii. foL k. 6 b.) 

7* It appears from a MS. of Keuerden that Elias de Pendlebury held SUtc Hall in 
the 12 John (1210-11). 
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son of Henry, two oxgangs of land in Milafesharh by 3*. [? yearly]. 
His heir holds that land. 

Ghapples [Shaeples], — Eoger de Samelisburie and Alexander de 
Harewode hold one oxgang of land in Chappies by [a rent of] 3*. of 
Eobert Gredle. — (Fol. 404.) 

Wtthacbes. — Albert Gredle gave to the monks of Swineheued 
one croft which is called Wythacres, in alms.^^ — (Fol. 405.) 

Mameoestbe. — Eobert Gredle that now is gave to Aca the clerk 
one land [iinam terram] of his demesne of Mamecestre by 3*.^^ The 
same Aca holds that land. — (Fol. 405.) 

[The Montbegok Fees.] 

Boger de Montbegon^'* holds eight knights' fees under the Lime and 
without. (Of which) under the I4me holds Adam de Bury one knight's 
fee of ancient tenure. Roger de Midelton holds one knight's fee of 
ancient tenure.^^ The predecessors of Roger de Montbegon gave to the 
ancestors of Gilbert de Notton twelve oxgangs of land by the service 
of the fourth part of one knight's fee. Gilbert de Notton holds that 
land. 

ALK[B]iyoTOir. — Adam de Prestwyche holds four oxgangs of land 
in Alk[r]inton by 4s,, of ancient tenure.^* 

ToTTrNGTOif. — Adam de Montbegon gave to Eward de Bury four 
oxgangs of land in Totinton with Alice his daughter in marriage. 

^ For a notice of the monastery of Swinehead, 00. Lincoln, see p. 35 atUe, 

^ In all probability "nnam terram" should have the word "bovatam" in its 
midst. In Sharpies an oxgang of land paid 3s. to the lord, and the rent of this land 
granted to Aca the clerk is 3B. 

7* The Montbegons were barons of Hornby. There were two persons of this 
Christian name, one the father of Adam de Montbegon (see under Tottington), living 
in 1131 ; and the second Boger was grandson to the first. The fees "without the 
Lime" were probably in Lincolnshire, where the Montbegons had possessions. 

7* In 1323 Boger de Midelton held the manor of Midelton, of the royal manor of 
Totington. He also held " a hamlet called Bolton," and an oxgang in Chetham. He 
left Ore daughters coheirs, Ellen, Matilda, Alice, Margery and Margaret. 

^ Adam de Prestwich married an Alicia, and their only child and heir was Alice, 
who married Thomas Walmsley. He levied a fine of the manors of Agecroft and 
Pendlebuiy, ^0fiip. Edward II. (between 1308 and 1327). He held ten oxgangs in 
Preetwioh and Failsworth. 



And now that land is held by William de Penieston with Cicely, 
daughter of the said Alice.^ 

Pendletok. — Marferth de Hulton (Jamord de Hilton) holds four 
oxgangs of land in Pennelton of the lord the king in chief by service of 
the sixth part of one knight's fee7® 

Elyas de Pennilburie holds one oxgang of him Marferth by 4*. 

GUbert de Notton holds in right of his wife [? Edith de Barton] 
fourteen oxgangs of the lord the king in thanage by 26*.^ 

Eichard de Wyrkedele [Worsley] (Wynewitte) [? Winwick] holds 
one carve of the same Gilbert by 168. 8J.^ 

77 In the 29 Edward L (1301) a William Penyton had grant of free warren in 
Penyton, co. Lane. — {Col. Rot, Chart, fol. 1 30). ? Pennington, in the parish of Leigh. 

7B The Christian name of this Hulton is variously written Jorreth, Jorverth, 
Jamord (as in another part of this Feodary) Marreth, Beinfridus, Yarfridus, Yarwit, 
Yarwrittus, &o. He liyed in the reigns of Kichard I. and John, and the latter king 
by charter (dated Mons, loth October, first year of his reign, 1 199) gave him the town 
of PenhultoD, co. Lano. in exchange for other lands he had granted him when earl of 
Moreton or Mortaigne. In the Cal, Rot, Chart, (fol. 5) he is stated to haye held in 
1 199 the yill of Pendleton in exchange. Barton and the wood of Kereshall. 

7> This tenure requires a few words of explanation. Though, as already stated, it 
is impossible to identify the localities or names of the twenty-two berewioks men- 
tioned in Domesday as belonging to the hundred of Salford in the time of King 
Edward the Confessor, then held as manors by as many Saxon thanes, — we may 
enumerate yarious townships of a later time, as not unlikely to have been of these 
ancient berewicks. There is reason to beliere that when Boger de Poictou held the 
greater part of the hundred of Salford, he allowed a number of the small Saxon pro- 
prietors near Mamecestre to retain their estates by the tenure of thanage or drengage ; 
and in this Peodary, and other records of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, we 
find free tenants, some bearing Saxon names, holding their land " antiqufi tenuril," or 
in thanage, or in drengage. Such thanes, drenges, or small holders were seated in the 
townships of Barton, Clifton, Chorlton [Chorlton-cum-Hardy], Chetham, Eocles, 
Pailsworth, Hulton, Hulme, Middleton, Monton, Notton or Newton, Pendlebury, 
Pendleton, Pilkington, Prestwich, Badoliffe, (?) Salford, Traffbrd, Withington, and 
Worsley. These were possibly the sites of nineteen of the twenty-two Saxon bere- 
wicks. 

» « Elias Gigas," or Elizeus, the founder of the family of Worsley, is said to have 
held the manor of Workeslegh or Workedlegh as early as the Conquest. But this 
can only be tradition, as there is no mention of Workedley in the Domesday Surrey 
The following account of this Elias b giyen in Hopkinson*s MS. Pedigrees of the 
North Riding of TwksMre : — "This Elias was seised of the manor of Workesley, 
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Chetham. — Boger (Adam) de Midelton holds one carve of land in 
Chetham, in chief of the lord the king, in thanage by one mark [13*. 4 J.] 
Henry de Chetham holds all that land of the said Boger. 

[Sebjeantt.] 
Cadisheaj). — Edwin [the] Carpenter held one oxgang of land in 
Cadwalesate (Cadwalsete) [Cadwallshead] in chief of the lord the king 
of the gift of King Henry in carpentry,^ and afterwards Swane held 
that land. And now that land is held by Gilbert de Notton, paying to 
the king 5*. ; but they [the jurors] know not of whom or by whom that 
land has been alienated from the service of the lord the king. 



EiTiHOToy. — Alexander de Pilkinton^ holds six oxgangs of land in 
Buhwinton in thanage by los. And the sons of his mother's brother 
hold that land of him. 

Edgewobth AiH) Heatok. — "William de Badeclive® holds twelve 
oxgangs of land in Eggewrth' and in Heton in thanage by i6«. Sd. 

now Wonlej, about the Norman Conquest, anno 1066. He was of such strength 
and valour that he was reputed a giant, and in old scripts is often called Elias Gigas. 
He fought manj duels, combats, &o., for the love of our Sariour Jesus Christ, and 
obtained many yiotories." Kimber adds that he died at Rhodes, and there lies buried. 
His son and heir was Richard Workedsley. The Bichard of the text was son of 
Geoffrey de Workedly, one of the feodaries under GHlbert de Notton in the 5 Richard 
L(i 193-4). 

^ Carpentry is one of the many forms of petit serjeanty ; by this tenure the holder 
was bound to do carpentry work for the king. 

» Hiis Alexander was the son of Alexander, and grandson of the Leonard who 
fought at the Battle of Hastings. His tenure in thanage shows him to be a Saxon 
proprietor. He was liring in 126a and 1278. — {Bivinffton Book and MS, Pedigree), 

>* In the 6 Edward I. (1278) a William de Radeclive was deputy to Theobald 
Walter, high sheriff of Lancashire. The same William was one of the knights who 
were of the inquest of the county. — {TeHa de NeviU, foL 401). He also held by 6#. 
a oarre of land of the fee of Bandle Fita-Eoger's heir, a ward in the custody of 
Eustace Fits-Moreton, for the king. He was probably the same with the indiTidual 
called "The great William,** lord of Edgeworth and Oswaldtwisel, who became seised 
of Culcheth in the 20 Edward I. (i 292) in right of his wife Margaret, one of the two 
daughters and coheiresses of Gilbert de Culcheth, He is also mentioned in Birche*s 
MS, Feodary as holding the manor of Radcliffe, by yearly homage and serrice for 
ward of Lancaster Castle, at the term of St. Martin, 2#. ^d, rent at the four terms, 
and by a lerTioe of one-half and one-tenth part of the fee of one knight. 



Gilbert de Notion holds four oxgaDgs of the said "WiUiam by half a 
mark [6s. Sd.] 

The &ther of this William gave to Bobert de Hennetwisel [Entwiale] 
two oxgangs of land in marriage with his daughter.®* 

Peestwich and FjULSwobth. — Adam de Prestwyche holds ten 
oxgangs of land in Prestwyche and in Faileswrth', in chief of the lord 
the king in thanage, by 24*.®* 

Adam de Heton holds of this Adam four oxgangs by io«. 

Gilbert de Notton holds of this Adam two oxgangs of land in Pailes- 
wrth' by 4*. 

Blaokbod. — Hugh de Blakerode* holds one carve of land in 
Blakerode, which was of the fee of William Peverel, by 20s, And he 
has a charter of the lord the king. 

Pendlebtjbt and " Chadbswbthb." — Elyas de Pen'ilbur' holds 
nine oxgangs of land in chief of the lord the king in Pennilbur' and in 
Chadeswrthe [? Shoresworth] in thanage by 12^. And Bichard and 
Adam and Henry and Bobert, his nephews or grandsons [nepotes] hold 
one oxgang of him by 2s.^ 

^ A Simon BadeoliTO, supposed to be the uncle of the William mentioned in a 
preceding note, demised lands in Badeclifie for a term of years to Henry de Oswald- 
twisel. 

^ There were three Adams in succession. The first was the son of Bobert, who 
died about 1205. The second is said to haye settled at Quickelswick about 1300. 
The third was living ini3i3ori3i4, and was dead in 1322. The Adam of the text, 
besides what he held in Prestwich and Failsworth by thanage, also held four oxgangs 
in Alkrington, by 4*. of ancient tenure ; so that this was in all probability one of the 
Saxon &milies still holding land in Lancashire. (See also note 76 p. 77). 

"^ In the I John, 1 199, a Hugh le Norris (».«. the Norwegian) had a charter for a 
carre of land in Blakerode : and somewhat later, Hugh de Blakerode held a carre of 
land in Blakerode, which had been of the fee of William PerereL In the 3 John, 
Hugh le Norreis paid to the king two marks (il. 6s. %d.) and two chascurs [? chas- 
ceort, horses for the chase] for a confirmation of his title ; and thb is doubtless the 
charter named in the text. 

87 This Elyas seems to be the descendant of another of tHose Saxon thanes or 
drenges who were allowed by the Conqueror to retain their lands. Chad*s-worth 
[? Shoresworth] appears to haye been in or near Pendlebury. The tenure is thanage, 
and the four relatives of Elyas hold one oxgang of him as sub-feudatories. One- 
ninth of his rent for nine oxgangs (i2«.) would be it. 4(2., but he takes a rent of 
2#. for the serered oxgang. 
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V 

CLiTToy. — Eobert de Clifton holds four oxgangs of land in Clifton® 
in chief of the lord the king by 8*. 

Eoger G^erneth [Ghimettj holds of this Eobert three oxgangs by 8«.® 

EiTiiiGToy. — William, son of "William, holds twelve oxgangs of 
land in Euhwinton in thanage by 248. 

Eeddish. — Eoger, son of William, holds one carve in Eediche in 
thanage by 6*. Matthew de Badiche holds that land of this Eoger by 
the same service. 

Chobltok. — Qospatric de Chereleton holds two carves in Cherleton, 
in chief of the lord the king, in thanage by 20s,^ 

Matthew, son of William, holds of the same [Gospatric] four oxgangs, 
which he had sown [disronavit] by the end [or fine or limit, Jinem] of 
the war. 

Henry de Trafford holds five oxgangs of land by 68. 3^.*^ 

Adam de Chorelton holds of this Gospatric two oxgangs by 4i</. 

Henry de Chetham holds four oxgangs in chief of the lord the king 
in thanage by 5*. 

Henry de Trafibrd holds four oxgangs in chief by the same service. 

William de Bothelton [Bolton] held one oxgang in chief of the lord 
the king in fee-farm. His heir is in the custody [or wardship] of the 
lord the king. — (Fol. 405.) 

* A Bobert de Clifton was knight of the shire in 1382. 

* Can this Boger Ckrneth be Sir Roger Gemot of Halton, who was hereditary 
forester of Lancashire in fee, and held by seijeanty in right of that office a forge 
within the forest, the lands by advowson of Halton, lands in Lee, Burgh and Fishwio, 
a fishery in the Bibble there; the advowson of Prescot, and lands in Eccleston, 
Whiston, and paramount rights in Speke ? He was of a Norman family, the younger 
ton of YiTian (Fernet, and brother and heir of William Gemet. 

" This is not Chorlton-on-Medlook, but Chorlton-oum-Hardy, one of the ancient 
chapelries within the parish of Mameccstre. Qospatric was probably a descendant of 
the Saxon thane or drenge (? Cheorl) who held Chorlton-Hardy in the Conqueror's 
reign. This Gospatric gave one-fourth part of Chorlton to Henry, son of Robert, son 
of Henry de Trafford, for homage ; he idso gare one-eighth of Chorlton to his brother 
Adam de Chorlton, and to the Abbey of Cokersand a certaui part of his land in 
Chorlton and in Bex wick in pure and perpetual alms. 

•• This Henry de Trafford also held four oxgangs for 5#. yearly, whether in 
Chorlton or Chetham is not clear from the Testa, In the 12 Edward I. (1284) a 
Henry de Trafford had grant of free warren in Trafford and Stretford. — (Cat, SoL 
Chart, foL 113). 

M 



ToNGE. — Gilbert de Tange holds one oxgang of the lord the king in 
Tange by 4*. 

Bandle, son of Soger, held four carves in chief of the lord the king 
by io«. and one judge. His heir is in custody [or wardship] of Eustace 
de Moreton by the lord the king.®^ 

William de Notton holds one carve of him the heir, by 8*. 

William de Eadeclive holds one carve of him the heir, by 6*. 

Adam de Urmeston holds one carve of land of him the heir. 

Boger de Bothelton holds one carve of the same by the service of the 
twelfth part of one knight. — (Fol. 405.) 

Seejeanty. 

Steetfoed. — ^Hamon de Macy holds one carve of land in Streteford 
by the service of [finding] one judge. 

Hugh de Stretford holds four oxgangs (one carve) of him Hamon, 
doing him the service of a judge. 

Henry de Stretford holds two oxgangs of land of the same, by 4s. 



Keesajll. — The Prior and Monks of Lenton [co. Notts] hold Kere- 
shale^ in alms, by the charter of the lord the King Henry [II.] — 
(Fol. 405)- 

WiTHiNGTON. — Adam de Iseni holds five carves of land in Wything- 
ton by military service, which he gave to Gilbert, son of Beinfrid.**. — 
(Fol. 406.) 



" A Eustace de Moreton in zaoi gave fifteen marks (loZ.) for a charter. He held 
three knights* fees in Lincolnshire, of the honour of Peverel of Nottingham. — (Sot, 
de Ohlat. vol. i. p. 168.) 

® For an account of Kersal Cell or Hermitage, and the grant of it to the priory of 
Lenton, co. Notts, with the charter of confirmation of Henry II., see Dr. Hibbert- 
Ware's History of the Foundations of Manchester^ toI. It. pp. 17, 18, 21 and 22. 

^ We are unable to trace Adam de Iseni. There was a family of Iseney or Isney 
in CO. Lincoln. As to Gilbert the son of Beinfnd, he may be the same with a 
" Gilbert, son of Boger, son of Beinfrid," who held four oarres of land in Tarletoa 
and Benthum, and four in Preston and Holme, and two in Burton, with a market at 
Warton, all in co. Lane. — (CaL Rot, Chart, p. 6.) In the court rolls of 6 Biohard 
I. (1194-5)1 at Lancaster a day was given to Gilbert, son of Beinfrid, and the monka 
of Fumess, in a plea as to their cattle. In the court rolls of i John (i 199-1200) in 
some proceedings at York, respecting the church of Clifton, Gilbert, son of Beinfrid, 
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In this county twenty-four carves make one knight's fee — 

(Fol. 408.) 

SEBJEAJfTT. 

Henry, son of Siward, three oxgangs and a fourth part of one judge. 
Bobert de Middleton by service of one judge. — (Fol. 409.) 

Sebjeatttt without the Lime. 
William de Gresle [holds] Drakelawe [co. Derby] by one bow 

without string and a quiver [pharetra] of [arrows] and twelve 

arrows and one [buzon ?],^ — (Fol. 409.) 



Sebjeanties rented by Egbert de Passelewe, 
TEMP. Hekrt, son of Kino John. 
Of those lands which William de Ferrars and Agnes his wife^ hold by 

deckred that the advowson of that church belonged to him. In other court picas at 
Otnterbory are named *' Gilbert, son of Beinfrid, and Beinfiid his brother." In the 
fine roDs of the year 1 200, under the head Lane " GKllebert son of Beinfrid, gave the 
king 100/. and two palfreys, for the confirmation of his charters and to have new 

free coort, gallows and pit." In the same rolls (1201) he gave thirty 

marks for (?) scutage. He held three knights' fees, one of the honour of Lancaster 
and two of Westmoreland. He also gave thirty marks when he went into the forest 
with Osbert de Longchamp. In 1 204 he gave five palfreys to haye confirmation from 
the king and grant of the custody of the land of the heir of Oliver de Aincourt, which 
with the marriage, had been granted to him by the bishop of Norwich. In 12 15 
** Gilbert, son of Beimfrid," is mentioned with respect to a demand of ten marks. In 
1 2 16 Gilbert, son of Beinfirid, fined to King John, in 12,000 marks (8,000/.) to have 
the king's benevolence and grace ; having been confederated with the barons hostile 
to this king ; and that William de Lancaster his son, and Balph de Aenourt' and 
Lambert de Busay, his knights, might be delivered from prison, &c. Dated at 
Berwick a2nd January 12 16. — (Rot. de Ob, et JVn.) William de Lancaster, the son 
just named (by Gilbert's wife Helewise, daughter of William de Lancaster, second 
baron of Lancaster by tenure), assumed his mother's name " de Lancaster," and on 
the death of Gilbert (son of Boger Fitz-Beinfrid) his fiither, in 1219, obtained the 
barony of Lancaster. He died about 1 246, without issue. 

* In the 2 John (1200) William earl of Ferrers held Drakelaw and the service of 
William €hretdey, to wit, one bow, one quiver, and twelve arrows. — (CaL Rot, 
CharL foL 1 1.) It is probable that this William Greseley was one of the Derbyshire 
fiMuilT, and not of the Lancashire Greslets. 

•• Bandle de Blundeville sixth earl of Chester, who in 1228 had confirmation from 
Henry III. of all his lands between the Bibblo and Mersey, and was made chief lord. 



serjeanty of Sal'eford and of Clayton, and of Newsam, — nothing; 
because they have for them a charter and a writ of the lord the king. — 
(Fol. 410.) 



Seejeanty changed into Knight Seevice. 
Thomas Qreyley^ holds five fees and a half in Mamecestre, with 
soke, from of old time [de antiquitate, i.e, of ancient tenure.]* — 
(Fol. 411.) 

From the necessary digressions of this and the preceding 
chapter, we return to the aflFairs of the Greslets. Robert the fifth 

under the king, of the whole county of Lancaster, died without issue in 1252, and 
his whole inheritance was shared by his four sisters. Agnes, the third sister, married 
William earl of Ferrers (and also sixth earl of Derby, being the sixth in lineal descent 
from Bobert de Ferrers, raised by King Stephen to the earldom of Derby for his 
prowess at the Battle of the Standard. The heirs of the first earl of Derby were 
usually called earls of Ferrers, though they were likewise earls of Derby.) This 
Agnes, besides manors, a castle and lands in other counties, had of inheritance in 
Lancashire the manor of West Derby, and all Earl Handle's lands between the Bibble 
and Mersey. In the 8 Henry III. (1223-4) this William earl of Ferrers was consti- 
tuted governor of the castle and honour of Lancaster, the next year he was sheriff for 
three parts of the year, and again in the 10 and 11 Henry III. (1226-7). Li addition 
to 50;. for the relief of the lands of his wife's inheritance, he and she were bound to 
render yearly a goshawk or 50^. into the king's exchequer, as had been usual for the 
lands lying between the rivers Bibble and Mersey. In the 26 Henry III. (1241) he 
gave a fine of lool. to the king for the livery of the three hundreds of West Derby, 
Leyland and Salford, which had been seized into the king's hands for certain misde- 
meanours of his bailiffs. This earl died 20th September 1247, and his countess 
survived him only one month, they having lived together, man and wife, seventy- 
seven years! 

^ This entry appears to form part of the sheriff's return to a letter from Sir Hugh 
de PateshuU, treasurer of the lord the king, and others of the king's barons of the 
exchequer, to Simon de Thorneton, sheriff of Lancashire, respecting the knights* fees 
held of the honour of Lancaster. Simon de Thorneton was joint sheriff of Lancashire 
temp, Henry III. in all the years 12 34- 1242, and Hugh de Pateshull appears to hare 
been treasurer of the exchequer from June 1234 to 1240. These limits show that 
the Thomas Greslet in the text was the sixth baron (i 231-1262). 

" Other entries in the Testa de Nevill Bhxm that Thomas Gh^let, sixth baron, 
held three fises in Lincoln and Notts ; three and a half in Norfolk ; and in all twelve 
feet in Suffolk. 
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baroD^ who obtained the chartered fair in 1222 and 1227^ was in 
the former year excused by Henry III. the payment of 6/. for one 
year's castleward of Lancaster,^ due to the Honour for the twelve 
knights'" fees which he held ; inasmuch as he had served with the 
king in the army of Newark. In the same year he was sent with 
the earl of Essex and H. de Nevill to the forest of Clyve, to watch 
the movements of Richard Surward and other malefactors. In 
1228-9 the king confirmed to Randle de Biundeville^ sixth earl of 
Chester^ all his lands between the Ribble and the Mersey, and 
Handle shortly afterwards conferred on William Ferrers earl of 
Derby, who had married his sister, the town and wapentake of 
SSalford. Previously, about 1230, earl Randle had granted a charter 
to his burgesses of Salford ; to be noticed hereafter. Robert Greslet 
married a daughter of Henry de Longchamp, brother of William 
de Longchamp, chancellor to Richard I. He died in 1230 or 1231, 
in his fifty-sixth or fifty-seventh year, leaving one son and heir, 
Thomas, sixth baron, who was probably in his minority, as his 
investiture is not recorded. By an inquisition post mortem 
Robert de Gredley was found to have held " twelve knights' fees, 
in the county of Lancaster, infra limam et extra." 

Of Thomas, sixth baron, little is known. He seems to have 
been a true Norman seigneur, in his passion for the chase. There 
is little record of events under his rule. He married a lady named 
Christ''\na Ledet or Ledelte. The chief fact of his life, while he 
held the barony, was his obtaining a grant of free warren over his 
demesne lands in Lancashire and Suffolk in the year 1249. It is 
supposed that he was one of the barons who resisted an aid sought 

** Castle- ward (Castle-ffardum, vel Wardum Castri) is an imposition laid upon 
nich persons as dwell witbin a certain compass of any castle, towards the maintenance 
of snob as watch and ward tbe castle. (See Magna Carta, capp. 19, 20; 30 Henry 
Till. cap. 48.) In tbis county all tbe freeholders under tbe earls and dukes of Lan- 
caster were liable to pay, in respect of one or more knigbts* fees, or parts of fees, so 
much for castle- ward to tbe castle of Lancaster ; from which service (for tbe money 
was doubtless a commutation of actual serrice) they were exempt when attending tbe 
king in bis wars, on tbe ground that their actual military senrioe to the king for the 
time released them from the lesser duty to the lord paramount. 



of parliament by Henry III. to enable him to carry on his expensive 
war in Gascony and a projected expedition to the Holy Land ; such 
resistance being punished by the forfeiture of the malcontents* 
lands. This is probably the explanation of the escheat of Thomas 
Greslet^s lands of Mamecestre and Horewych forest, in the 38 
Henry III. (1253-4). Subsequently parliament made a money 
grant, on condition that the king would renew his oath of adhesion 
to the Magna Carta and the Carta de Foresta; from which Henry, 
at the prompting of the pope, had declared himself absolved. 
Fearing probably another escheat of his possessions, if he again 
manifested contumacy, Thomas Greslet was found among those 
barons who obeyed the king's summons to join him at Chester in 
an expedition against the Welsh, who had overrun Peipbrokeshire. 
This was in 1259, and his obedience was rewarded by the appoint- 
ment, in the following year, of warden according to some, but, 
according to the official record, of " Justicier" of the king's forests 
south of the Trent. For this office, it is probable, his intimate 
knowledge of forest law would to some extent qualify him. Refer- 
ring the reader for some account of his infeoffinents to pp. 39, 40, 
antey we come to the consideration of the royal grant to hini of 
free warren. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

GEANT OF FEEE WAEEEN TO THOMAS 
GEESLET, SIXTH BAEON. 

Thb term "warren** (from the Anglo-Norman garen or garenne, a 
place kept, from garder to keep) denotes either the franchise or 
incorporeal hereditament, or the place itself in which, by prescrip- 
tion or grant, the lord of the manor is privileged to keep *' beasts 
and fowl of warren/' as hares, coneys, pheasants and partridges. 
The origin of this fenda! privilege is traceable to the Conquest.*^ 
The earlier Norman kings were passionately fond of the chase ; 
and their forest laws vested the sole property of all game in the 
king alone. No man was entitled to disturb any fowl of the air, or 
any beast of the field, of such kinds as were reserved for the 
amusement of the sovereign, without express license from the 
^^Sf ^7 ^ grant of a chace or free warren ; and these franchises 
were granted as much with a view to preserve the game, as to 
gratify the grantee. The extent to which the severity of the 
forest laws was carried in the reign of King John, with the devasta- 
tion and depopulation resulting from ^' afforesting'* or converting 
peopled districts into forests of chace by a wholesale eviction, were 
amongst the provocations to insurrection, which induced the 
barons and chief feudatories to band together, and ultimately to 
obtain from that king the great charter of English liberties, 
"Magna Carta,** and from his son Henry III. the "Carta 
Foresta,** which at that period was only second in value to the 
great charter. Of the great oppressions of the forest laws some 
idea may be formed from the following chapters of Magna Carta : 

47. All forests that have been made forests in our time [temp. John] 
^ The forest law of Canute, a.d. 10 16, has no reference to warrens. 



shali forthwith be disforested ; and the same shall be done with the 
banks that have been fenced in by us in our time. 

48. All evil customs concerning forests, warrens, foresters, and war- 
reners, &c., shall forthwith be inquired into in each county by twelve 
sworn knights of the same shire, chosen by creditable persons of the 
same county ; and within forty days after the said inquest, be utterly 
abolished, so as never to be restored. 

In the fifty-tliird chapter there is also reference to " disforesting 
the forests which Henry our father and our brother Richard have 
afforested." The Carta Foresta was made at Westminster 10th 
February 1225 (9 Henry III.) and confirmed in 1299 (28 Edward 
I.) We have noticed its principal provisions in chapter vi. p 59 
et seq. Incidentally it confirms to those having warrens '' the 
liberties and free customs which they have had.'' 

As to the position which "free warren" held amongst forest 
franchises, Manwood in his Forest Laws (cap. i. sec. 5) says that 
" a forest is the highest franchise of noble and princely pleasure ; 
next in degree unto it is a liberty of a Jrank chace ; the diversity 
between a park and a chace is that a park is inclosed, and a chace 
always open; the last in degree is the liberty or franchise of a/ree 

warren Every forest comprehends within it a chace, a 

park, and a warren Hence the killing, hurting, or 

hunting of any of the beasts or fowls of chace, park, or warren, 
within the territory of the forest, is a trespass of the forest, and to 
be punished by the laws of the forest only, and not by any other 
law.'' 

Blackstone, in his Commentaries, includes in " franchises" the 
right to have a forest, chace, park, warren, or fishery, endowed with 
the privileges of royalty. A forest in the hands of a subject is 
properly the same thing with a chace, being subject to the com- 
mon law, and not to the forest laws. But a chace differs from a 
park in that it is not inclosed, and also in that a man may have a 
chace in another man's ground as well as in his own; being 
indeed the liberty of keeping beasts of chace or royal game 
therein, protected even from the owner of the land, with a power 
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of hunting them thereon. A park is an inclosed chace, extending 
only over a maii^s own grounds. To constitute a legal park, the 
king's grant, or at least immemorial prescription, is necessary. It 
is unlawful at common law for any person to kill any beasts of 
park or chace' except such as possess these franchises of forest, 
chace or park. Free warren- is a similar franchise, erected for 
preserration or custody (which the word signifies), of beasts and 
fowls of warren,^ which, being fera natura, every one had a 
natural right to kill as he could ; but upon the introduction of the 
forest laws at the Norman Conquest, these animals being looked 
upon as royal game and the sole property of our savage monarchs, 
this franchise of free warren was invented to protect them, by 
giving the grantee a sole and exclusive power of killing such 
game, so far as his warren extended, on condition of his preventing 
other persons. No man, not even the lord of a manor, could by 
common law justify sporting on another's soil, or even on his own, 
unless he had the liberty of free warren. This franchise has 
almost fSedlen into disregard since the new statutes for preserving 
the game, the name being now chiefly preserved on grounds that 
are set apart for breeding hares and rabbits. There are many 
instances of keen sportsmen in ancient times, who have sold their 
estates, and reserved the free warren, or right of killing game, to 
themselves ; by which means it comes to pass that a man and his 
heirs have sometimes free warren over another's ground. 

* Thete are properlj book, doe, fox, martiB, and roe ; but in a oommon and l^gal 
tense extend likewise to aU the beasts of the forest ; which, besides the doer, are 
leekoned to be hart, hind, hare, boar, and wol( and, in a word, aU wild beasts of 
jeaerj or hunting. — {Coke on lAiileton^ p. 233.) 

' The beasts are hares, coneys, and roes ; the fowls are either eampeHree^ as par- 
tridges, rails, and quails ; or stflveetreSt as woodcocks and pheasants ; or (xquaiUes, 
as mallards and herons (Coke on LUtleton^ p. 233). Gbouse are not birds of warren, 
lianwood, on the other hand, (Forest Lame^ cap. ir. sec. 3), states that there are 
onlj two beasts of warren, the hare and the conej ; and but two fowls of warren, the 
pheasant and the partridge. Budieus saith that the beasts and fowls of warren are 
sneh as maj be taken with long- winged hawks or hawks of prey, which are the hare, 
the oonej, the pheasant and the partridge ; for a warren is but a place pririleged for 
beasts and fowls of warren only, and for no more. 

N 



It is not lawful for any man within this land to make any chace, 
park, or warren, in his own freehold or elsewhere,* to keep or pre- 
serve any wild beasts or birds of forest, chace, park, or warren in 
it, without the king's grant of warren so to do. — {Manwood.) 

To come to the grant of free warren to Thomas Greslet. Dr. 
Hibbert-Ware supposes that over the lands of the barony there 
was liberty of the chace by ancient prescription. It is certain that 
great part of the northern portion of the barony was woodland or 
forest. He thinks that this grant of free warren was sought in 
order to obviate any dispute as t6 the privilege from the newl7- 
created earl of Lancaster. This is a reasonable solution of the 
matter. A few years ago the writer was favoured with a loan 
of some documents, muniments of the Mosleys, as lords of the 
manor of Manchester, and amongst others was an official copy of 
the record of this ancient grant, signed "William Illingworth, 
deputy keeper of the records, 27th February 1818." The original 
record runs thus : — 

(Inter Recorda Curiae CancJlariae in Turri London: asservata, 
scilt : in Rotulo Cartarum de anno regni Henrici tercii tricesimo 
tertio, membrana 3*, sic continetur: — ) 

Carta Oe SStarenna ( REX Archiepis &c. Sattm. Sciatis nos 
9 2rt|0ma tSxtfAtS. \ concessisse C bac carta nra confirmasse 
di f fi nro Thome Gredley qd ipe f heredes sui in ppetuum 
heant lib^am warennam in omb} dnicis ?ris suis de Mamecestr, in 
comitatu LanS. ^ de Wyllanesham in comitatu Suff: ita qd nullus 
intret ?ras illas ad fugand: in eis vi ad aliquid capiendu quod ad 
warennam ptineat sine licencia f voluntate ipius Thome vl heredum 
suo^ sup forisrct^am uram decem libra^. Quare volum^ et firmit 
p)cipimus p nob f heredib} nris qd ipe, f® ut s**. Testib} Johe de 
Plessetis comite Warr), Johe Maunsel, pposito Bevlt: Bado fii 
Nichi, Paulino Peyor, Bo^o de Monte Alto, Robto de Ros, Robto 
de Mucegros, Johe Ext'^neo, Rado de Wauncy, Robto le Norreys, 
Nicho de Staunford, Stepho Bauzan c aliis. Data p manu nram 
apud Wodes? xxiij die Julii anno r. n. xxxiij. 
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(Among the records of the Court of Chancery, preserved in the 
Tower of London, to wit, in the roll of charters of the thirty-third 
year of the reign of Henry III., in the third skin, it is thus contained:) 

Charter of aSiarren for ( The King to the Archbishops, &c., greet- 
<!rt^ina^ ®rf^Iep.' I ing. Know ye that we have granted, and 
by this our Charter confirmed, to our beloved and faithful Thomas 
Gredley, that he and his heirs for ever may have Free Warren in all his 
demesne lands of Mamecestre, in the county of Lancaster, and of 
Wyllanesham in the county of Suffolk, so that no one shall enter his 
lands to hunt or chase [fu^andcl in them, or to take any thing [or 
creature] which belongs to Warren, without leave and license of him 
the said Thomas or his heirs, upon our forfeiture of 10/.^ Wherefore 
we will and strictly command, for us and for our heirs, &c., as above 
[t. e. in the first grant of Free Warren on the skin, written at full 
length.] These being witnesses : — John of the Parks, Earl of War- 
wick ;^ John Maunsel, Provost of Beverley ;^ Ralph, son of Nicholas ; 

' There seems to be some discrepancy in date between the public records. It is 
stated in the text that this charter was granted on the a 3rd July, in the 33 Henry IIL 
1249. But there is an entry in the Abb. Sot Orig» under the date of the 34 Henry 
III. (which regnal year began 28th October, 1249, and closed in October, 1250), to 
the effect that Thomas Grelle gave to the king twenty marks (13/. 6«. %d.) for a charter 
of warren, and to have acquittance of the seal. So that the lord the king should not 
take a larger sum [amplius] neither for the seal nor the fine. 

* This prohibition by charter and the penalty of 10^. were needed in this case, 
as some persons seem to have trespassed in pursuit of game over the lands of the 
lord of the manor. For in the pleas of assize at Lancaster in the 30th Henry HI. 
(1245-6) John de Blackbume, Bicliard de Alreton and Hugh de Whaley, acknow- 
ledge that they had no right of hunting (J^andC) in the forest of Thomas Grelle^ 
without his licence and will [voluntate]. — Keuerden*s folio MS, p. 282. 

* The first witness to this grant, *< John de Plessetis," or of the Parks (from the 
Norman pleueix, park), was a Norman, and apparently a knight of the king's house- 
hold, serving in the wars in Ireland and Wales. He advanced rapidly in favour ; was 
appointed governor of Devixes, warder of Chippenham Forest, and sheriff of Oxford ; 
and, having married in 1243 3Iargery, sister and heir of the earl of Warwick, and 
widow of John Mareschall, seventh earl, he styled himself in her right, earl of War- 
wick. In a notice of this grant of free warren in the proceedings of the Historic 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire (vol. iv. p. 48), the abbreviation " Warr* " was 
mistakenly supposed to be Warenne. In the 28 Henry III. (1243-4), he was ap- 
pointed constable of the Tower, and in the thirty-fifth year (i 25 1), amongst six justices 
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assigned to hold the pleas of the oitj of London, which were usnallj tried before the 
judges itinerant, the name of '* John de Plessetis, earl of Warwick," stands second. 
This is the only time in which he appears in a judicial position, and he held it then, 
no doubt, in his character of constable of the Tower, where the sittings were to take 
place. After attending the king into Q«scony, he was treacherouslj seized bj the 
people of Pontes in Poiotou, notwithstanding a safe conduct from the king of France, 
and cast into prison, whence he was not released till the following year. He died 
February 26, 1263, 47 Henry III. — (Foss's Jttdges of England, toL iL p. 442.) 

' (Pa^e 91.) The second witness, John Maunsel, provost of Beyerley, was a re- 
markable man. He was the grandson of Philip Mannsell, who accompanied the 
Ck)nqueror into England. He rose rapidly in favour of Henry HI. From being one 
of the king's clerks or ohapbins, he was appointed in July, 1234, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, being the first to fill that office, then newly created. He was twice keeper 
of the great seal, and was one of the greatest pluralists ever known, his highest minis- 
terial dignity being that of proTOst of Beverley (i 248). Some assert that he held seven 
hundred benefices, producing eighteen thousand marks yearly [12,000/.] ; others limit 
the number to three hundred, and the produce to four thousand marks [2666/. 1 31. 4d.2 
Amongst others, he held the rich rectory of Wigan, co. Lancaster, and the treasurer- 
ship of the cathedral of York. In 1253 he accompanied William Bitton, bishop of 
Bath and Wells^ on a special mission to Spain to negotiate a marriage for Prinoe 
Edward, Henry's eldest son. In 1256, at his house in TothUl Fields, London, he 
entertained the kings and queens of England and Scotland, prince Edward, and the 
nobles and prelates of the kingdom : so numerous were the guests that he was com- 
pelled to erect tents for many, and Stowe says that seven hundred dishes were scarcely 
sufficient for the first course. He was on one occasion ambassador plenipotentiary to 
the court of Rome, and a witness to the deed by which the pope transferred the 
kingdom of Sicily to Edmund, second son of Henry in. He was styled by the 
pope, '* dilecto filio, Johanni Maunsell, Thesaurario Eboracensi, Capellano nostri ;*' so 
that to other ecclesiastical offices he added that of being the pope's chaplain. In the 
struggles between the king and the barons under de Montfort, Maunsel adhered to 
his sovereign, and the result was that, from being one of the foremost men in the 
realm, honoured with the confidence and esteem of the king and the pope^ and Uving 
in great pomp and splendour, his latest years were spent in exile, concealment and 
obscurity, and it is even said that he died in want. To his other great qualities, he 
added that of being a valiant soldier " in armis strenuus, et animo imperterritus ;*' 
and in a battle with the French in 1 242, he captured with his own hand a gentleman 
of quality, named Peter Orige, after a close and well-fought combat. 

7 Paul Peyore, or as he is elsewhere called Paulinus Peyvre, was (with William 
de Oantilupe the younger, John de Gray, and Philip Bassett), by a patent of 28th 
August, 26 Henry III. (1242) constituted one of the constables and -military com- 
manders of the king's forces in Poictou. In the 9 Richard III. (1385-6) the king 
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John L'Estrange,^^ Bobert le Norrejs,^ Nicholas de Stannford, Stephen 
Baozan, and others. Given by our hand at Wodest' ^ the 23rd day of 
July, in the 33rd year of our reign. [1249.] 

oonfirmed to Thomas Peyrre, kinsman and heir of Paulinos Peyrre, a market and fidr 
in his manor of Tndington, with free warren there of Hare, Chaonton, Wadelhowe, 
and of Tinger, as well as of his park of Epho. 

" (Paye 9a.) Roger de Montalt took his surname from the chief residence of his 
fionily on a little hill in Flintshire, then named Montalt (high monnt), but now Mold ; 
where his grand&ther built a castle. Roger was the son of Robert de Monte-alto, and 
held the barony under the earl of Chester. Roger early in life distinguished himself in 
opposing the aggressions of Dayid, son of Llewellyn, prince of Wales ; in 43 and 44 
Henry III. (125S and 1260) he was called upon with the other barons marchers, to 
quell new insurrections of the Welsh ; and in the latter year he was placed at the 
head of the justices itinerant into Shropshire, Staffordshire, and the neighbouring 
counties. He died in 1260. — (Foss's Judges of England, toL ii. p. 412.) 

* {Page 92.) Robert de Ros was the second son of Robert de Ros, lord of Hamlake 
in Yorkshire, and of Isabel, the daughter of William the Lion, king of Scotland. His 
Cither left him the barony of Werke in Northumberland, with the castle which he had 
founded there, and a barony in Scotland. In July, 1234 (18 Henry III.), he was, by 
writ, associated with the justices of the bench, and in the following month he was 
appointed a justice on three itinera, one into Lincolnshire, another into York and 
Northumberland, and the third into Lancashire. Three years afterwards he was 
constituted chief justice of the forests in the northern counties ; and so continued 
till 28 Henry IIL (1244), when he, with John de Balliol, had a goyemance of Scotland 
entrusted to him. When he died is not known. — (Ibid, toI. iL p. 458.) 

^ (Page 92.) Robert de Mucegros, was a son of Richard de Mucegros, a justicier 
for sii years in the reign of John (i 204-1 210). Robert married Hellewise, the 
widow of Hugh Poinx. — (7^. toL ii. p. 98.) 

^1 John L'Estrange, or Le Strange, was one of the three sons of Guy le Strange, 
(t. e, the stranger) who was supposed to be a younger son of the duke de Bretagne, in 
the latter part of the Conqueror's reign. One of the sons, also named Guy, was a 
justice itinerant in 1174 in Shropshire, and died between 1194 and 1199; and this 
John was the grandfather of Roger le Strange, of EUesmere, a justice itinerant in 
the reign of Edward I. — (Ihid, toI. i. p. 307.) 

^ Robert le Norreys was probably a son of Alan and a brother of Alan le Noreis 
(>. 0. the Norwegian) of Speke, co. Lane. He is named in deeds of 1277 and 1292. 

^ This grant was probably made at Woodstock, where Henry III. occasionally 
resided ; and where he was yisited by the King and Queen of Scotland in August 
1256. [Alexander II. married the princess Joan, eldest sister of Henry III. in Jime 
1 22 1. They appear to hare remained with their royal relatire at Woodstock only a 
day and a night.] Always in need, and having been refused aid by his oitixens of 
London, or by the parliament, the kbg sold his jewels and plate to raise money, and 



Dr. Hibbert-Ware describes a grant and confirmation to Thomas 
Greslet of free warren " in Mamecestre and Horewich/' It is the 
above grant, doubtless, to which allusion is made; for though it 
does not name Horewich, there is no doubt that the forest of 
Horewich was within the demesne lands** of Thomas Greslet in 
his lordship of Mamecestre. This most distinguished ^nd reliable 
of our local antiquarian writers, adds : — 

Thomas Gresley, in the spirit of the Norman Veneur, regarded the 
forest of Horewich as the most valuable appendage of the manor of 
Manchester. It is also rendered highly probable, from an examination 
of manorial records, that the baron's chief residence was not at Man- 
chester, but at a hunting seat, which he built for himself at or near 
Heaton-under-the-Forest, for the sake of hunting and hawking upon 
the grounds of Horewich. 

As to the extent of woodland and forest over which this grant 
of free warren gave its owner the sporting license of olden time, it 
must suffice here to say that it covered several square miles. 
Later muniments of the manor will give the estimated extent of 
the forest of Horewich, elsewhere called Hopeworth ; the wooded 
park of Blakeley; the wood of Aldport, and the other neighbouring 
woodlands, supposed by John Whitaker to be the remains of the 
ancient forest of Arden, which covered the southern part of the 
hundred of Salford, and which, he alleges, has left a trace of its 
name in that of the hamlet or village of Ardwick. The old name 
of that, however, was Athers-wic. 

Upon a careful consideration of the subject, it appears to us 
that substantially and in effect, though not in terms, this grant of 
free warren ^^ was one of forest. Manwood repeatedly affirms that 

retired to Woodstock. In these circumstances, we think we see bow the expensive 
honour of feasting the royal visitors devolved upon that wealthy clerk, the proTOst 
of Beverley. 

** Demesne^ from the French demainet which is derived from dominium^ in its 
widest and earliest sense signified "patrimonium domini," and may be regarded «s 
embraoing all parts of the manor in the hands of the lord himself, or of hia copy- 
holders and lessees, excluding only those portions in the hands of freeholders. 

'* At the conference of all the justices and the barons of the exchequer at Serjeant's 
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a noble roan, or a common person, may have a forest by especial 
grant from the king or prince, under the great seal of England. 
All the inhabitants (says this writer) within the forest of Lancaster, 
being freeholders, did claim to be acquitted of all manner of vert, 
and of regard, and of divers other things; and this claim was 
allowed of in eyre, by reason that John the earl of Morton, being 
lord of the forest of Lancaster, did by his charter grant the same 
by these words : — " Know ye me to have granted to all knights 
and all thanes, and all free tenants who abide [manent] in my 
forest of the honour of Lancaster, that they may,^^ &c. By this 
precedent (adds Manning) ye see that a grant was made unto a 
commonalty and [held] good, &c. There ye see that a subject is 
and may be lord and owner of a forest. — (Forest Laws, p. 544.) 
But it was essential to a forest that it should have all officers that 
do belong to the forest, as verderors, foresters, regardors, agistors, 
and woodwards; a justice in eyre, appointed by the king to deter- 
mine trespasses of the forest; and courts of the forest called, 1. 
the Justice-seat; 2. the Swanimote, held thrice in the year; and 
3. Court of Attachments or Woodmote, held every forty days, and 
thence called " The Forty-day Court." In some cases the grant 
by the king of a forest to a subject was held not to convey the 
royal privileges, but to give only the rights of a chace to the 
grantee. The forest of Horewich was extensive, but the main- 
tenance of the forest court, judge and officers, would have made 
it costly to the grantee, and so he held it under the name of a 

Inn, on matters relating to the forest of Leicester, it was held that if one hath a 
warren bj charter in aU his manors, he maj erect a convenient lodge for preservation 
of bis game j or make cony-burrows in anj place of the manor at his pleasure. — 
{Mamtoood.) A woman tenant for life of a park, within the forest of Lancaster, made 
her claim for that, being called Knoghsley [Knowsley] Park, and also for a free 
warren, and afterwards made default ; whereupon one Latham, being tenant in rever- 
sion, was received, and made claim both for the park and also for the free warren ; 
and because he did not show forth any good matter to warrant his title, therefore was 
it adjudged that the aforesaid inolosure should be proitematur^ and should remain 
forest ; and that the aforesaid warren should be taken into the hand of the lord [of 
Qersingham] &c. — {Itinera Lane., fol. 5.) 



warren. It will be seen hereafter that the lords of Mamecestre 
appointed three foresters to the forest of Horewich^ and that 
offenders in that forest were brought before the court baron or 
court leet for punishment. 

In the Calendar of Patent Rolls (p. 31) we find amongst the 
grants of the 43 Henry III. (1259) ^ p&tent appointing Thomas 
Grelle a justicier of the forest, on the hither [citra] or south side 
of the Trent. ^^ He could only have held this oflSce a year or two, 
for he died towards the close of 1261 or in January 1262. The 
inquiries, escheats, and other proceedings of the crown, consequent 
on his death, will form the subject of the following chapter. 



M There is but one chief joBtioe of the forests on this side Trent, and he is named 
** Josticiarins Itinerans Forest: &c. citra Trentam," and there is another chief justioe 
" ultra Trentam." The chief justice is commonly a man of greater dignity than 
knowledge of the hiws of the forest : and therefore when justice seats [forest ooarts3 
are to be holden, there shall be associated to him such as the king shall appoint, who, 

together with him, shall determine all pleas of the forest ; and the chief 

justice of the forest and these assooiateB are " Capitales Justiciarii Foreetie." — (Co. 
4, ^ntt. 314.) 
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CHAPTER IX. 

PROCEEDINOS ON THE DEATH OF THOMAS 
QEESLET, SIXTH BARON. 



ESCHEATS AND DOWEE. a.d. 1262. 

It appears hj a document about to be given that Thomas Greslet 
married a Christiana Ledet, who survived him^ and by whom he 
bad two sons. The elder, Robert, died in his father^s lifetime, 
leaving a son of tender years ; who, in a plea of assize at Win- 
chester, in 52 Henry III. (1267-8) is styled "Robertus filius 
Roberti, primogeniti Domini Thomse Greleigh.'* The second son 
of Thomas was named Peter, and was in holy orders. Thomas 
Greslet died in 46 Henry III. ; most probably in the latter part of 
1261; for as early as the 18th February 1262, a writ was issued 
as necessary under the circumstances of his death. He died 
seised of the manor of Mamecestre and its appurtenances, hold- 
ing five and a half knights' fees in that lordship, and in other 
parts of the honour of Lancaster six fees, one third and one 
twelfth of a fee, in chief from the king. He was also possessed 
of the advowsons of the churches of Mamecestre, Childwall and 
Ashton-under-Lyne, and the chapels of Hale and Garston. At 
his death his grandson and heir Robert, being a boy of tender 
years, became by law the king's ward ; and his only surviving son, 
Peter, had the custody of the church of Manchester during the 
minority of his nephew, Robert. As to the heirship of the manor, 
Keuerden erroneously states that "Thomas Grelle gave to Peter 
de Grelle, his son, the manor of Mamecestre and Childwalle, with 
the chapels of Assheton, Hale and Garstan [Garston] to the said 
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churches belonging/' Now, as no churches have been named, it 
is most likely that for "manor^' [manerium] Keuerden should 
have written " churches'* [ecclesiis] . At this period the pope, by 
his emissaries in England, named provisors, seized on all the 
benefices falling in.>7 Hence, probably some of the proceed- 
ings now to be noticed were taken by the crown, shortly after 
the death of Thomas Greslet. Among the fine rolls, then kept in 
th^ Tower of London, and printed by the commissioners of public 
records, the second volume contains three records of the 46 Henry 
III. (1262) of which we append translations : — 

*' In 1 241 Pope Innocent IT. gave orden to the Archbiahop of Canterbniy and 
two of the English biahops to reeerre three hundred of the best liTingt in England 
for the use of the Italian clergy, on pain of being aoapended from the power of 
collating. The ctiIs of these papal provisions became so great that in 1245 '^ letter 
was addressed by the nobles and commons of England to the same pontiff, at the 
general council of Lyons, complaining of the great injustice of this measure ; that 
religious houses were defrauded of their rightful patronages and collations of bene- 
fices; that Italians and other foreigners out of number possessing churches and 
benefices in England, gaye no protection to their charges; but disregarding alike 
hospitality and almsgiving, only cared for their rents ; that in this way they received 
yearly out of England no less than sixty thousand marks (or 40,000^) yearly ; and 
that if any benefice exceeded thirty marks (20Z.) the pope's legate would give the 
same away to an Italian, whereby true patrons were despoiled and defrauded of their 
rights. This spirited petition only served to make the pope a little more cautious in 
the exercise of his supremacy, and the kmg, his abettor, more jealous of his royal 
prerogative. Such being the state of things before the death of Thomas Ghreslet, we 
can well imagine why he would desire to leave two rich advowsons (worth two hun- 
dred marks, or 133/. 6t. 8d. each) to a clerical son of his own, rather than let them 
fall into the rapacious clutches of some Italian priest. On the other hand, there would 
soon be some inquiiy as to how these rich benefices had slipped through the meahes 
of the papal net. The official inquirids showed that the adyowsons of the churohea 
belonged to the manor, and that their custody, during the nonage of the deceased 
baron's grandson and heir, appertained to the king. Still it was feared that during 
the minority of Robert Greslet the churches of Mamecestre, &c., by one of the pope's 
** Provisions" would be bestowed on some foreign ecdesiastio. In accordance, there- 
fore, with a clause of Magna Carta, which secured to patrons of livings the custody 
of them during vacancies, Peter Greslet, as undo of the patron (then a minor) and 
protector, was formally declared " Gustos ecclesie de Mamecestre," not ** warden" (aa 
Baines renders it, for it was not a collegiate church at that time, but simply a 
rectory), but custodian or keeper. 
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No. I. 13TH Febeuabt, 1262. — (Vol. ii. p. 367.) 
Of the land of Thomas OresV to be taken into the kind's hand, together 
with his chattels: — Whereas Thomas de Qresl', who held of the king 
in capite [is deceased], whose heir is also under age, a writ of diem 
clausit extremum^^ is issued, and it is commended to William de Wer- 
lond, escheator of the king on this [south] side the Trent,!' that all the 
land and tenements of which the said Thomas was seised in his demesne 
as of fee, on the day he died, he [the escheator] do take into the hands 
of the king, and keep them in safe custody, until the king shall com- 

^ *' Diem elauHt extrenmnC^ was a writ isnued out of the Ooort of Chancery to the 
escheator of the county, upon the death of any of the king's tenants in capite, to 
bquire by a jury of what knds he died seised, and of what value, and who was his 
next heir. This writ ought to be granted at the suit of the next heir ; for upon that, 
when the heir came of age, he was to sue for livery of his lands out of the king's 
hands. — (Jacob's Law Diet,) In this case, the heir being the king's ward, the writ 
would be issued at the suit of the king as guardian. 

^' The term eschetU (Latin etohaeta^ from the Norman escheoir, to expire, to 
happen, to lapse) signifies any lands or tenements that casually fiUl to a lord within 
his manor, by way of forfeiture, or by the death of his tenant, leaving no heir, general 
or special. — (Ma^. Cart. cap. 31.) Escheats were of two sorts : i. Begal^ or those 
forfeitures which belong to the king by the ancient rights and prerogative of the 
crown. 2. Feodal, which accrue to every lord of the fee, as well as the king, by 
reason of his seigniory. Where a person commits treason, his estate shall escheat, 
and be forfeited to the king ; and when a tenant in fee simple committeth felony and 
is attainted, the king shall have year and day in his lands, in lieu of waste, and after- 
wards it comes to the lord by escheat. And the lord may compound with the king 
and have the estate presently. — (3 Ttui. p. 11.) The escheator {etcaetor) was an 
officer of the king, appointed in every county to make inquests of titles by escheat ; 
inquests were to be taken by good and lawAil men of the county, impannelled by the 
sheriff. — {Stat. 14, jEdmard IIL cap. 8 ; 34 Edward III. cap. 13; 8 Henry VI, 
cap. 16.) These escheators found offices after the death of the king's tenants, who 
held by knight-service or otherwise of the king, and certified their inquisitions into 
the exchequer. Fitsherbert called them officers of record. — (F, N, B, p. 100.) 
Before the establishment of an escheator in every county, the king had two for a large 
tract of country in the north of England. The river Trent divided the jurisdictions 
of these officers, who bore respectively the titles of the king's escheator ** ultra 
Trentam," beyond or north of the the Trent, and " citra Treotam," on the hither 
side, or south of the Trent. Ihe William de Werlond of the text was William de 
Weyland, son of Herbert de Weyland and Beatrix his wife. From September 1261 
to January 1264 he was escheator south of Trent. He was afterwards (? 1272) 
appointed a judge of the Common Pleas. 
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mand otherwise therein. And that all the goods and chattels which 
were the property of the said Thomas in those lands aforesaid, he shall 
seize and, without disturbance by anyone whatsoever, he shall keep in 
safe custody until the executors of the said deceased shall come to the 
king and shall become security to him that his escheats shall be paid as 
if the said Thomas Were indebted to the king. Witness the king him- 
self at Westminster, i8th February, [1262.] 



No. 2. 6tu Mat, 1262. — (Ibid,) 
Of the manors committed to the wife of Thomas Ores: to he held in 
tenancy: — Whereas the king hath assigned to Christiana Ledet, who 
was the wife of Thomas Gresl', late deceased, the manors of Swine- 
heved and Sixl',^ to have in tenancy, of the king, whatsoever the land 
which was of the said Thomas Gresl*, should be extended and assigned 
to her, therefore, in respect of her dower. It is commanded to Wil- 
liam de Werlond, escheator of the king on this [south] side the Trent, 
that of the aforesaid manors with the appurtenances, to the same 
Christina he shall cause to be delivered full seisin as aforesaid. Wit- 
ness the king at Westminster, the 6th May, [1262.] 

^ ChriBtiana de Ledet or Ledette, ia stoted to haye been the dauffbter and heir of 
Walter de Ledet, " de Maybrok sap* Mers." She surriyed her husband some years, 
and on her death (oirc4 1272) there was some litigation between her next of kin, sls 
to the right to the presentation to churches. At the assizes for Northamptonahire 
in Koyember 1274, Alice, wife of William de Latjmer, and Christiana, wife of John 
le Latjmer, were found to be the nearest hebs of Christiana Leddete ; and that there- 
fore thej ought to present the parson to the church of Wardon. — {Ahh, Floe, Mich, 
2 and 3 Sdward L rot, 23.) In 1322 there were further proceedings in the same 
county, from which it appears that Christiana was the daughter and one of the heirs 
of Walter Ledet ; that Alice, wife of William le Latymcr was the other [alteram] 
daughter and heir of Walter Ledet ; and that Thomas le Latymer claimed to present 
to the church of Corby, as son and heir of Christiana Ledet ; hia claim being opposed 
by William le Latymer and Alice his wife. No decision is given. Christiana Ledet 
appears by the Testa de NevUl to haye held seyeral fees in oapite of the king in 
Northamptonshire ; indeed as many as constituted a barony. She had also a fee in 
Lincolnshire, which she held of the kmg of ancient feoffment. The manor of Swine- 
head is in that county ; and it was hero that a Cistercian abbey was founded by two 
of the earlier Qreslet^. The manor of Sixlo, Sixills, or Six-hills, is also in 00. Lincoln. 
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No. 3. 6th May, 1262. — (Ibid, vol. ii. p. 372.) 
Of the manor of Mamecestre taken into the hand of the king : — 
The king to William le Latymer^^ his escheator beyond [or north of] 
Trent, greeting. Because it is accounted or reckoned [computum est"] 
before us, that Tho: Gresl', lately deceased, had not enfeoffed Peter 
Gresr his son, in the manor of Mamecestre at such time and in such 
manner as that he might have the free holding thereof, and because the 
custody of the same manor belongs to us, by reason of the heir of the 
said Thomas, who held of us in capite by barony, being in our hand :^ 
We command you, that without delay the aforesaid manor you take 
into our hands, and keep in safe custody, so that as to the issues thereof 
coming to us, you may answer to our [sc'em] steward, [or perhaps exche- 
quer : the abbreviated word " sc'em" may be senescallem or scaccariem.] 
We have commanded, therefore, our sheriff of Lancaster, that if there be 
any resistance, however small, to your entering into the same manor, in 
order that you may take it into our hands ; then, taking with 4iim the 
posse of the said county,^ he proceed in his own proper person to the 

^ Le Latymer, or more correcfcly Latynner, means the interpreter of languages, 
Latin impljing at that time any foreign language. Thb William seems to have had 
large possessions in Lincolnshire and other counties, and was probably the husband 
of Alice, sister of Christiana Ledet, referred to in the last note. 

^ The heir here referred to is Bobert, grandson of the deceased Thomas, being the 
eldest son of his deceased eldest son, and onlj ten years of age at the death of his 
grandfather. He therefore inherited in direct descent ; his uncle, the Bev. Peter, 
being a jounger son of the deceased Baron Thomas. Being ** in the hands of the 
king,*' Henry HE. gave Bobert Greslet for guardian the lord paramount of Lanca- 
shire, his third son Edmund Crouchback, first earl of Lancaster. 

" This direction would seem to indicate that some forcible opposition was antici- 
pated to the entry of the king*s escheator ; whether from Peter Greslet or the pope's 
prorisors must be left to conjecture. The po»te comiiatus^ or power of the county, 
according to Lambard, contains the aid and attendance of all knights and other men 
aboTe the age of fifteen within the county ; because all of that age are bound to haTO 
harness [arms and armour] by the statute of Winchester. The service b required 
where a riot is committed, a possession is kept on a forcible entry, or any force or 
rescue made contrary to the commandment of the king's writ, or in opposition to the 
execution of justice. Sherifis are to be assisting to justices of peace in suppressing 
riots, &c., and are to raise the potte comitatu* by charging any number of men to 
attend for that purpose, who may take with them such weapons as shall be necessary ; 
and they may justify the beating and even killing such rioters as resist, or refuse to 



said manor, and that he shall take it into our hands, and commit it to 
your custody, as is aforesaid. Witness the king at Westminster, the 
6th May, [1262.] 



We do not find any official returns of the escheators to these 
writs ; but an inquisition was certainly held^^^ and it was found 
that Thomas Oreslet had held of the king in capite ; that he had 
not infeoffed his surviving son Peter, of the manor of Mamecestre ; 
and that by reason of the minority of the heir, the custody of the 
manor did appertain to the king until the full age of his ward, 
Robert Greslet, grandson and heir of the said Thomas. The 
custody of livings during vacancies, being secured to the patroas 
by a clause of Magna Carta, Peter Greslet, as uncle of the patron, 
then a minor, was formally declared " Gustos ecclesise de Mame- 
cestre/^ This title appears in the record of an assize plea, at 
Winchester, in 1268, relative to a church in Bucks : — ''Peter de 
Greleigh, keeper [custos] of the church of Mamecestre, acknow- 
ledges that he wills and grants for himself, his heirs and assigns^ 

that Robert son of Robert, the first bom [son] of the 

lord Thomas Greleigh, which Robert is the heir of the same 
Thomas," &c.^5 

•urrender ; and persons refusing to assist herein may be fined or imprisoned. — (Siai^ 
17 Bichard 11, cap. 8 ; a Henry F. cap, 8513 Henry IV. cap, 7 ; Lamb, p. 313- 
318, &c.) It is the duty of a sheriff, haying the execution of the king's writs, and 
being resisted, to raise such a force as may effectually enable him to quell such resiat- 
ance. — (2 Inst. p. 193 ; 3 Inst. p. 161.) 

^ By an inquisition of the nature of an escheat of 38 Henry III. (1254) Thomas 
Gh^Ile was found possessed of lands in Mamecestre and in the forest of Horewyche. 
By inquisitions post mortem in the 55 and $6 Henry III. (1272) it was found that 
he held the manors of Tunsted in Norfolk, WiUanesham in Suffolk, Woodhered in 
Butland, and Piryton in Oxfordshire. 

* In the pleas of assiiee and jurat* before the lord the king at Winchester, on 
Innocents day (December 28) 50 Henry III. (1265), Peter Grelegh, keeper of the 
church of Mainecestre acknowledges that he willed and granted for him and his heirs 
to Sir Philip Basset, — Bobert son of Bobert first-bom of Sir Thomas Gretlegh, 
which Bobert is heir of him Thomas, deceased before he was of lawful age, by which 
the said right of inheritance devoWed to him Peter, — that the same Philip shall hare 
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To this period may be assigDed a deed without date by which 
Sir Oilbert de Barton quitclaims to Sir Thomas Grelle all the 
township of Farnworth. Sir Oilbert de Barton, in 1251, by 
another deed promises to pay to Thomas de Grelle his lord, forty 
marks on the feast of St. James, if he do not then grant to the 
said Thomas three oxgangs of his land in Barton ; and to this 
deed, as to the one of which we subjoin an abstract, Adam de 
Farinworthe was one of the witnesses : — 

By a dateless deed, Gilbert de Barton, knight, remits and quit- 
claims to his lord, Sir Thomas Grelle, all the vill of Farinwirthe, with 
all its appurtenances, which I hold of his fee, in homage and service, in 
the demesne, &c. To have, &c. for ever. Witnesses: William de 
Noreis, Thomas de Hulme, Bobert de Eediche, Bobert de Hilton, 
Adam de Horb: Adam de Farinwrhe, John de Lever, and others. (Ed- 
dorsed:) " The vill de Fameworthe." — (Trafford Muniments.) 

In the times of which we are treating, it is mainly from the 
official inquiries, such as inquisitions post mortem, escheats, and 
other proceedings on the death of a tenant in capite, that we glean 
any particulars of his possessions, the day of his death, the name^ 
degree of consanguinity and age of his heirs, &c. In the present 
chapter, we have thus learned more than could be ascertained 
from any other source, of Thomas Greslet, sixth baron, his wife, 
sons and grandson, &c., and the time of his death. The next 
records of the family are the inquisitions on the death of this 
grandson, Robert, seventh baron, in 1282. In the twenty years 
interval, we may place a statute, directing the mode of surveying 
and valuing manors. 

and hold the manor of Periton liear Wallingeford [00. Oion.] with all ita appnr- 
tenanoea, for all the term of hia life. And that after his death that manor, to him 
Peter and hia heirs, without any impediment whatever, is fiilly to revert, &c. — (Mot, 
1. ; Plae. de Am9. 50 Rewry lU,; Abb. Floe. p. 172.) By the JJbbrev. Motul. Orig. 
(toL i p. 64) we learn that in the 17 Edward I. (1288-9) ^^^ ^ Gbelle had lettera 
of pardon from the king, — for what offence does not appear, — on paying a fine of 
ioo#. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE EXTENDING OE SFEVETINa OF 
MANOES. 

The first statute passed in the 4 Edward I. a.i). 1276, was one 
intituled " Extenta Manerii," " expressing a survey of the build- 
ings^ lands^ commons^ parks^ woods^ tenants, &c/' of manors. 
This statute so precisely sets forth all that is to be inquired into^ 
in making an extent or survey of the manor^ and also the exact 
order to be taken in the inquiry^ that it is necessary to our purpose 
to print its English version entire, from the statute book :^^ 

I. The Buildings. — First it is to be inquired of the castles, 
and also of other buildings compassed about with ditches, what the 
walls, buildings, timber, stone, lead, and other manner of covering 
are worth, and how they may be prized [appraised or valuedj 
according to the very [i.e. true] value of the same walls and 
buildings ; and for how much the buildings without [i.e. outside 
or beyond] the ditch may be prized, and what they be worth with 
the gardens, curtilages, dove-houses, and all other issues of the 
court, by the year. 

* This was not the earliest attempt at statutory regulation. Most diligent inquiry 
(it is required in the pleas of the crown, in the reign of Richard I. 11 94) >haU be 
made what is the rental assessed upon each manor in demesne, and the Talue of all 
other assessments in the said manors, and how many oarucates there are, and how 
much they are each worth, not estimating them at a fixed Talue of ao«. only, but 
according as the land is good or bad, whether the Talue is likely to increase or 
decrease. Inquiry is also to be made with how many oxen and plough-horses each 
carucate ought to be stocked ; and how much stock, and to what amount each mcmor 
is able to support ; and the result thereof is then to be speedily and distinctly reduced 
to writing. The price set upon a bull shall be 4s , and upon a cow the same, and 
upon a plough-horse the same; upon a sheep with fine wool lod., with coarse wool 
6(1. ; upon a sow lad , and upon a boar i id. — (AnntUi of Roger de Soveden,) 
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[Sir A. Fitzherbert, who waa a judge of the Common Fleas tenvp. 
Henry VIII. under the title of " A Boke of Surveying" (first printed 
by Eichard Pynson, London, 1523, 4to.) reprints this statute, Latin and 
English, with an explanatory commentary on each of its provisions, the 
material portions of which we append:] — These words go as well to 
those castles and other buildings that be weU upholden and inhabited, 
as well as to those that be fallen in decay, and not inhabited ; and to 
those that be inhabited it is not necessary to be extended nor valued in 
any parcel. After the barons' wars, in the time of Henry III., in which 
many noblemen were slain, many fled and were afterward attainted for 
treason, and their castles and manors were seized \mto the king's 
hands; and so for want of reparation, the castles and the manors 
[manor-houses] fell to ruin and in decay. The king and his council 
thought it better to extend [i. e, survey and value] them and make the 
most profit they could of them, than to let them £dl to the ground. 
Wherefore this statute was made : First, it is most necessary and con- 
venient to retail and sell everything by itself, and not all in gross, some 
to one man, and some to another. For what is good for one man is not 
good for another, and everything [ought] to be [ap-]praised and sold by 
itself; that is to say, the stone wall of one house by itself, the timber 
of the same house by itself, the covering by itself, the tile, slate, or lead 
by itself, the glass by itself, the iron-ware, as bars, bands, hooks, bolts, 
staples, or latches, and all such other by themself ; doors, windows, 
boards and all other things by themself; and to go from house to house 
and sell everything by itself, and then shall the true value be best 
known. And it is convenient that these things be off*ered to be sold to 
divers men, and to see who will give most, and specially to sell when 
men desire to buy. Also to value what the grass of the gardens, cur- 
tilages, courts and house-places that be within the ditches or without, 
be worth by the year. A curtilage is a little croft, or court, or place of 
easement, to put in cattle for a time, or to lay in wood, coal or timber, 
or such other things necessary for household. Also to value the profit 
of the dove-house, if any be there, if it be replenished with doves. 

II. Tab Demesnes. — It is to be inquired also how many fields 
are of the demesnes ^7 [and how many acres of land are in every 

^ The words in brackets are not in the original, which seems imperfect. 

P 



field], and what every acre is worth by the year [i.e. to be let] ; 
and how many acres of meadow are of the demesnes, and how 
many be in a field, and how much every acre by itself is worth by 
the year to be let ; [also how many acres of pasture there be] ,^® and 
for what beasts or cattle the same pasture is most necessary, aud 
how many it will find, and of what manner, and what the pasture 
of every beast is worth, to be let by the year. 

" How many fields are of the demesnes" must needs be taken of fielda 
that be in tillage or ploughing ; but it should be understood whether 
the demesne lands lie in the common fields amongst other mens' lands, 
or in the fields by themselves. If they be in the common fields it ia 
convenient that they be ploughed and sown, and then is not an acre so 
much worth, as an it were in severalty inclosed, or in several pasturage; 
for, an the fields be enclosed about, then it is at the lord's pleasure 
whether they shall lie to pasture or to tillage ; and though it lie in 
tillage, yet hath the lord the eddish and aftermath himself, for his own 
cattle. And therefore an acre is at the more value. And if it be in 
pasture, the pasture may be such that it is at double or treble the value 
of the arable land. Wherefore the acres are to be praised accordingly, 
and if they be great flats or furlongs in the common fields, it is at the 
lord's pleasure to enclose them and keep them in tillage or pasture, so 
that no other man have common therein. As to meadows it should be 
understood whether they lie in common meadows, pastures, or common 
pasture, at large or in severalty ; for an it be at large in the common 
meadows, an acre is no better worth than the grass that the hay is made 
of is worth, for afber[ward] it is common, and of little value. And if 
it lie in severalty, it is worth half as much again, as of the grass was 
worth. And that high ground and dry is most convenient for sheep, 
wood ground and bush for beasts, and specially in winter time. Low, 
meadow and marsh grounds for hay, and after for fat cattle, and in 
winter for horses and mares, and mean grounds that are both hilly and 
daly , as lease [grass lands] and low grounds are good for all manner of cattle, 
if the grass be good and fine, and specially for fat cattle or fat sheep, 
horses, mares, and young colts, for that grass that one manner of cattle 

^ Though these words are not in the original they are properly inserted, as the 
original is not sense without such an addition. 
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will not eat, another will. Therefore it is good to have a large close, 
that divers manner of cattle may go together in it. And to know what 
a beast's grass is worth by the year, that is as the pasture is, that he 
goeth in, and not overcharged with cattle, and the fineness of the grass, 
and the goodness of an acre. For some acre of ground is not worth a 
penny by the year, and some acre is worth 4od. or 5*., and so a beast's 
grass may be dear enough [at] 1 2d. in the year, And it may be worth 
40^/. or 5«. ; and a horse's grass or a mare's grass may be dear enough 
[at] 1 2d, or 2od. by the yeac and it may be worth 5*. or a noble [6s, Sd.] 
according to the goodness of the pastures. 

III. The Foreign Pasture. — Also it is to be inquired of 
foreign pasture^ that is common^ how many, and what beasts and 
cattle the lord may have in the same, and how much the pasture 
of every beast is worth by the year to be let. 

"Foreign pasture that is common" may be understood three ways ; in 
many towns where their closes and pasture lie in severalty, there is com- 
monly a common close taken in, out of the common or fields, by tenants 
of the said town, for their oxen or kine, or other cattle, in the which 
close every man is stinted, and set to a certainty how many beasts he 
shall have in the same, and of what manner of beasts they shall be. 
And if the lord shall have any cattle therein, he should be put to a 
certainty, and of what manner of cattle ; and this pasture may be well 
valued. And also the beasts' grass what it is worth therein. But then 
it ought to be shewed, how many acres be contained in the said pasture, 
and what every acre is worth one with another. Another manner of 
common pasture, is most commonly in plain champaign coimtries, where 
their cattle go daily before the herdmen, and lie nigh adjoining to their 
common fields, and it may be in two or three places or more. And in 
these it is also convenient, that every man be stinted to a certainty, 
either by yards, lands, oxgangs, rents, or such other customs as the 
tenants use; and the lord in like manner. These common pastures may 
be extended, how many acres be in every parcel by itself, and what an 
acre is worth by itself; but it cannot be so well known what a beast's 
grass is worth yearly, for they lie most commonly with the fallow fields, 
and some fallow fields be better than some, and so a beast's grass may 
be better or worse. The third manner of common pasture is in the 



lord's out-woods, that lie common to his tenants, as common moors or 
heaths, the which were never arable lands. In these manner of com- 
mons, meseemeth, the lord should not be stinted, nor set at no certainty, 
but put his cattle upon such manner of common pasture at his pleasure; 
because all the whole common is his own, and his tenants have no 
certain parcel thereof laid to their holdings, but all only bite of mouth 
with their cattle ; and it were against reason to abridge a man of his 
own right. But his tenants, and every man's tenants, meseemeth, 
ought of right to be stinted what every man ought to have, going upon 
all manner of commons ; for else would the rich men in the beginning 
of summer buy sheep and other manner of cattle, and eat up the com- 
mon, and seU them again at winter, or put them in their pastures that 
they have spared all the summer, and so overpress the poor men, that 
have no money to buy, nor [be] able to rear. 

IV. The Parks and Demesne Woods. — Also it is to be 
inquired of parks and demesne woods^ which the lord may assart 
and improve [or as Fitzherbert translates it^ pluck up and fell] at 
his pleasure ; and how many acres they contain, and how much, 
the vesture of an acre is worth ; and how much the land is worth 
after the wood is felled, and how many acres it containeth, and 
how much every acre is worth by the year. 

This is to be understood of parks and demesne woods that be in 
severalty, whereof the lord at his pleasure may assart, stock up by the 
roots, or fall by the earth, plough and sow to his most profit as he will; 
and how many acres of wood are contained in the same. For in a park 
or wood may be two hundred acres or more, and yet not past one 
hundred acres thereof wood, little more or little less, and what the 
vesture (that is to say the wood) of every acre is worth by itself; for 
an acre may be worth 2o«. or 40«. and another acre dear enough [at] 
2s. 6d, or los. ; and how much the whole ground containeth when the 
wood is fallen [feUed]. And that is to be understood, all the ground 
within pale or hedge, as weU the [arable] land ground as the wood 
ground, where the wood grew ; and what every acre is worth by the 
year, as well of the one manner as of the other. 

V. The Foreign Woods. — Also it is to be inquired of foreign 
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woods, whether other men have common, and how much the lord 
may improve to himself of the same woods ; and how many acres, 
and for how much the vesture [i.e. the wood] of every acre may 
be valued at, and how much the ground is worth yearly after that 
the wood is felled : [and how many acres it containeth, and what 
every acre is worth by the year].^^ And it is to be inquired 
whether the lord may give or sell anjrthing of the residue of the 
foresaid woods, and what such gifts and sales are worth by the 
year. 

This declaration is doubtful because of the uncertainty thereof [as to] 
what is sufficient common. For it is clearly ordained by the statute of 
Merton and after confirmed by the second statute of Westminster, that 
the lord shall improve himself of their wastes ; whereby is imderstood 
of their common moors, heaths and waste grounds, as well as of woods, 
though the statute speak but of woods only, leaving their tenants suffi- 
cient common; the which in my opinion be those tenants that have 
common appendant, and hold their lands of him. What is sufficient of 
common, meseemeth, by reason should be thus : To see how much cattle 
the hay and the straw that a husband[man] getteth upon his own tene- 
ment, will find sufficient in winter, if they lie in house, and be kept 
therewith all the winter season ; for so much cattle should he have 
common in summer, and that is sufficient. There be four manner of 
commons, to wit : Common appendant, common appurtenant, common 
in gross, and common per cause de vicinage, i.e. neighbourship. Com- 
mon appendant is where a lord of old time hath granted to a man a 
meee-place [a messuage, home-stead or toft] and certain lands, meadows 
and pastures, with their appurtenances, to hold of him. To this mese- 
place, lands and meadows, belongeth common, and that is called common 
appendant. But an a man grant to another certain lands or pastures, 
the which Ue in severalty, inclosed with the appurtenance in fee, to 
hold of the chief lords, to these lands meseemeth belongeth no com- 
mon, without he have such special words in his deed. Common appur- 
tenant is where a man hath had common to a certain number of beasts, 
or without mmiber, belonging to his mese-place in the lord's wastes ; 

^ The worda in brackets are not in the original, but are printed in the English of 
the statute book. 
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this is common appurtenant by prescription, because of the use time 
out of mind. Common in gross, is where the lord hath granted by his 
deed common of pasture to a stranger that holdeth no lands of him, nor 
ought to have any common, but by reason of that grant by deed. Now 
the lord may not improve himself of any parcel ; for it is contrary to 
his grant, though there be sufficient of common. And in the like case, 
if the lord grant common to a man by deed, and to limit him a certain 
number of beasts, see what was common at that time, and of that the 
lord shall not improve himself; for, an he should, the grounds of the 
common to that certain number would be abridged, that they should not 
fSa.re so well. And if the lord grant a man common with his cattle, within 
certain meres, limits and bounds, the lord shall not improve himself 
within those meres and bounds. Common per cause de vicinage, is 
where the waste ground of two townships lie together, and neither 
hedge nor pale between to keep their cattle asunder, so that the cattle 
of one township goeth over his mere or bound into the waste ground of 
the other town, and likewise the cattle of the other township to them. 
And also if their common fields lie together inclosed, in open time, 
when harvest is in, their cattle will go out of the one field into the 
other field ; and this is called '* Commons because of neighbourship," and 
[it] is not used or lawful to pin their cattle so going, but in good manner 
to drive and chase [them] beside such common. And as for that man- 
ner of commons, meseemeth the lord may improve himself of their 
waste grounds, leaving their own tenants sufficient common, having no 
regard to the tenants of the other township. But as for all arable 
lands, meadows, leise [leas, grass lands] and pastures, the lords may 
improve themselves by course of the common law; for the statute 
speaketh of nothing but of waste grounds, and understand that, howbeit 
a lord may not improve himself of his waste grounds, yet may he law- 
fully fidl and sell all the wood, broom, gorse, furze, bracken, fern, 
bushes, thorns, and such other, as free stone, lime stone, chalk, turves, 
clay, sand, lead, ore, or tynne, to his own use ; for the tenants may have 
nothing by reason of common, but only bite of mouth with their cattle. 
And swine and geese have no common but by sufferance, without 
special words in their charter. Also the lord shall have his free warren 
for all manner beasts and fowls of warren in his waste grounds, as well 
as in his several grounds; aud, as long as the beasts and fowls of 
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warren be upon the lord's groiind, they be the lord's, if he have warren, 
and the lord may have an action of trespass against any man that 
chaseth or killeth any of them in his common, as well as in his several. 
And if they go or fly out of the lord's warren, then is the property 
clumged, and the lord hath lost his action for taking of them when they 
be out of his warren, vnthout they come into his warren again. There 
is no man that hath warren but by special grant of the king by charter, 
except it have been used time out of mind, and allowed before justice in 
eyre. No doubt the lord may give or sell the residue of his foreign 
woods, except that a man have common of estovers. But what that gift 
or sale is worth, is to be understood and known, and as me seemeth, the 
donee or the buyer shall be in like cause [case] as the lord would have 
been, if he had not given it nor sold it. Then the lord hath improved 
himself of as much woods and wastes as he can lawfully, and when he 
hath given or sold the residue of that, he cannot improve himself of it. 
In like manner the donee nor the buyer cannot improve themselves of 
any part thereof, for they cannot be in better case than he of whom 
they had it. Howbeit that they that of right ought to have their 
commons, be not their tenants, but their title and interest grew by 
inheritance, long time before the gift or sale made by the lord ; and it 
foUoweth by reason that the gift or sale of a stranger shall not hurt 
another man's inheritance. But this donee or this purchaser shall take 
to their profit all the vestiure standing upon, or being within, the said 
ground, as woods, and such other as is said before in the next [last] 
chapter. 

YI. Pannage^ Herbage^ &c. — Also it is to be inquired of pan- 
nage, herbage of the town, honey and all other profits [exitibus, 
outgoings] of forests, woods, rivers, moors, marshes, heaths, turbary 
and waste, and how much it is worth by the year.^^ 

* Theie are the terms of this clause in Bofiliead's StaMes at Large, But he 
prints the original Latin from the Cotton M8. Claudiua D. a : — ** Item inquirendum 
est de pannagio, et herbagio, melle, oleribus, ct omnibus aliis exitibus viTariorum, 
mariscorum, morarum, bruerarum, turbariarum et yastorum, quantum valeant per 
annum." Rendered literal! j this would be — ** pannage and herbage, honey, of herbs, 
and of all other issues of fishponds, marshes, moors, heaths, turbaries and wastes." 
It seems probable, as herbage has been named just before, that the true reading of 
*' melle, oleribus" should be "melle apibus," bees' honey. Fitzherbert has also 
misread the original, putting viUe for melle, and so translating it "herbage of the 



Where this statute speaketh of pannage, that is to be understood 
when there is any mast growing in the lord's woods, wherebj men's 
swine may be fed and relieved, what profit that may be to the lord. 
For there is no man that can claim of right to have the mast, the which 
is a fruit, but the lord ; except his free tenant has it by special words 
in his deed " Quod sit quietus de pannagio." And the lord shall have 
it in his foreign out- woods, as well as in his parks or several woods ; 
and as the quantity of the mast is, so the lord's bailiff of right ought to 
lay mens' swine thereunto from Michaelmas to Martinmas, and to make 
a true accoimt thereof at the lord's audit, what he taketh for every 
swine. And in many places the tenants go from pannage in the foieign 
woods by custom, and that is most commonly where the tenants pay 
tack-swine by custom, if he have to a certain number, or else to pay 
yearly at Michaelmas a penny or a haJ^nny for every swine, as the 
custom is used. " Herbage of the town" is to be understood of the 
common pasture that belongeth to the town whereupon the herdsman 
keepeth the tenants' cattle. It may be so good, that the tenants need 
not to have any several pasture ; but that their common pastiure should 
be able to find all their cattle, both horses, mares, beasts and sheep ; 
and so it was of old time, that all the lands, meadows, and pastures lay 
open and unclosed. And then was their tenements much better cheap 
than they be now ; for the most part of the lords have inclosed their 
demesne lands and meadows, and keep them in severalty, so that their 
tenants have no common with them therein. And also the lords have 
inclosed a great part of their waste grounds, and straitened their tenants 
of their commons therein, and also have given licence to divers of their 
tenants, to inclose part of their arable lands, and to take in new intacks 
or closes out of the commons, paying to their lords more rent therefor ; 
so that the common pastures wax less, and the rents of the tenants wax 
piore and more. And it is because the tenants wax more politic in 
wisdom, to improve their tenements, holdings, and farms ; and at the end 
of the term another man that made no cost of the said improvements, 
offereth the lord certain money for a fine to have it, or to heighten the 
rent of the same ; so that he that made the cost or his children shall 

town." Again he reads the other terms — " pools, meres, and running waters, of 
moors, heaths, and wastes." There seems to be no authority in the original for the 
English version of the statute as to ** forests, woods, rivers,'* or as to "herbage of 
the town." 
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not have the said farm, without he will give aa much or more as is 
offered to the lord, and so, through the envy of his neighbour, and the 
eovetousness of the lord and his officers, the poor tenant hath a great 
loss, or else [is] utterly undone. God amend it. And the lords have a 
greater loss than they ween ; for their tenants see how their neighbours, 
that have builded their houses and improved their lands, be put out, 
except he make a fine or pay more rent, — causeth them neither to 
build, nor otherwise to improve their holdings, to the lord's great I0S9 
at length. As to " pools, vivaria,*' — vivarium is a pool or a mere, that 
fish increaseth and lyeth in. Some running waters be as free and 
several to the lords, as their pools, meres, or standing waters. And as 
they be stored with fish, so doth the profit rise to the lords, whether 
they go by way of improvement, or [are] set to farm ; whereof the 
bailiff shall make account. Moors, heaths and wastes go in like manner 
as the herbage of the towns : for the lord's tenants have common in all 
such out-grounds, with their cattle; but they shall have no wood, 
thorns, turves, gorse, fern, and such other, but by custom, or else by 
special words in his charter. 

VII. Mills and Fishings. — Also of mills, fishings several and 
common, what they be worth by the year. 

There be many manner of mills, as com and wind and horse mills, 
and querns that go with hand ; fulling-mills, scythe-mills, cutler-mills, 
smith-mills, and all other as the wheel goeth by drift of water to blow 
the bellows, or to dry [up, or draw] any water like a pump, as there be 
in Cornwall and divers other places. Though they be no mills pro- 
perly to grind coin, yet it is a profit to the lord, the which a surveyor 
may not forget to put in his book, and to butt [abut] and boimd them as 
they lie, and who be the farmers, and what rents they pay. And to the 
com mills to the most part of them belongeth Socone [soken], that is to 
say, custom of the tenants is to grind their com at the lord's mill, and 
that is, as me seemeth, all such com as groweth upon the lord's 
ground, that he spendeth in his house. But if he buy his com in the 
market or other places, he is then at liberty to grind where he may be 
best served. That manner of grinding is called "love-soken" and 
the lord's tenants be called " bond-soken." And if they grind not 
their com at the lord's mill, he may amerce them in his court, or else 



he may sue them at the common law, " De Secta molendini facienda." 
It is also to be known how the toll should be taken, but there be so 
many divers grants made by the lord, some men to be ground to the 
twentieth part, and some to the twenty-fourth part, tenants-at-will to 
the sixteenth part, and bondmen to the twelfth part, some men to be 
toll-free and some hopper-free ; that is to wit, that his com should be 
put into the hopper and ground next to the com that is in the hopper 
at time of bis coming. And in some places to take the toll after the 
strength of the water, that foUoweth by reason ; for that mill that 
hath a big water, and may drive a great broad stone, the which will 
make much more meal than that mill that goeth with a little stone, 
he is much better worthy to have the more toll^ and yet shall the 
owner of the com have the more profit. If any man fish in the lord's 
pools or meres [t. e. standing waters], the lord may have his action 
upon the first statute of Westminster. And if he fish in the running 
waters, the lord may have his action at the common law. And in 
like wise the lord's tenant, if any man fish in his fiurm-hold, be it [in] 
standing waters or running waters. As to ^' common fishing'' that is 
little profit to the lord, but to his tenants, except he dwell nigh the 
sea, and will cause his servant to fish there for him ; for that is the 
best common water that any man can fish in. And some running 
waters be common, as little brooks and ditches ; and in some runnings 
waters the lord's tenants have liberty by custom, to fish with shove- 
nets, trode-nets, small pitches, and such other. 

YIII. Fbeeholdbrs. — Also it is to be inquired of freeholders, 
the which dwell without as well as within [the manor] that is to 
say^ how many freeholders there be^ and who they be, and what 
manner lands and tenements, and what fees they hold, and by 
what services, whether it be by socage or knight's service, or 
otherwise, and what they are worth, and pay yearly of rent of 
assise, and who hold by charter, and who not ; and who by old 
tenure, and who by new feoffment. Also it is to be inquired of 
the said free tenants, which do follow the court from county to 
county, and which not, and what and how much falleth to the 
lord aHer the death of such free tenants. 

A freeholder may dwell out of the precinct of the lord's manor, and 
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yet hold his land of the said manor. For one manor may stretch into 
divers shires, and in that case the lord of the honoor or manor may 
take a distress for his rents, homages, reliefs, customs and services, 
and to bring the same distress out of that shire where he was taken, 
into that shire where the manor is, of whom these said lands be holden. 
And if the tenant will sue replevy, the sheriff where the cattle is, shall 
make and serve the replevy, and not the sheriff where the goods or 
the cattle was taken, nor return upon his replevy " Quod averia 
elongata stmt." And the lord may have a freeholder that holdeth his 
land of him and payeth him chief rents and other service, and not by 
the reason of any manor. Thus if a man purchase a parcel of land 
before the making of the statute "Quia emptores terrarum" (i8 
Edward I., 1 290) and give the scune lands again to a stranger before 
the making of the said statute, to hold of him by certain rent and 
service ; this may be called a foreign freeholder, for it is no parcel of 
any manor, and it is no manor itself. For to every manor belongeth 
two things, that is to say parcel in demesne and parcel in service ; 
that is, lands in demesne belonging to the manor, and service, customs 
or rents. But this freeholder, though he hath demesne, hath no ser- 
vice. Also a man may have both rent and service of a freeholder, and 
yet he holdeth not his lands of him that he payeth his chief rent unto. 
As, an a man purchase lands since the making of the said statute, and 
give it to a stranger, reserving fealty and certain rent, this freeholder 
holdeth his lands of the chief lord next above, and yet he shall pay 
his rents and services reserved to him that gave it to him, and if the 
gift were in the tail, and no remainder in fee over, now the reversion 
resteth still in the donor. There be many manner of freeholders, and 
they hold their lands and tenements in divers manner, and by many 
manner of rents, customs and services, as tenants in fee simple, 
tenants in tail, tenants by copy of court-roll^ tenants by the courtesy, 
tenants in dower, and tenants for term of life by special grant, and 
many other. And all these tenants may hold their lands by divers 
tenures, customs and services, as by homage, fealty, escuage, socage, 
knight's service, grand-serjeanty, petty-serjeanty, frank-almoyne, 
homage-auncestrel, burgage tenures and tenure in villenage. The 
diversity of these tenures, what rents, fees, customs and services, the 
lord ought to have of his tenants, cannot be known but by the lord's 



evidence, court rolls, rentals, and such other precedents, and specially 
by the original deeds of their tenants. The tenants in fee simple and 
the tenants in tail, that have eyidence and deeds made and sealed, 
and possession delivered of their lords, or by their attorney, fix>ni one 
to another, they hold their lands by charter, be it new made or old. 
Also there be tenants in fee simple, and tenants in tail, that hold by 
no charter, and those be tenants by copy of oonrt-roU. As, an a lord 
has a manor, within which there is a castom, used time out of mind, 
that certain tenants within that manor have used to have their lands 
and tenements to hold to them and their heirs, in fee simple, fee tail, 
and for term of life, at the will of the lord, after the custom of the 
manor. Such a tenant may not give or sell his land by deed ; for an 
he do, the lord may enter, as in lands forfeit to him. If such a tenant 
will give or sell such manner of lands to another, he must surrender the 
same lands in the lord's court, into the lord's hands, unto the use of him 
that should have it, in fee simple, fee tail, or for term of Hfe. And 
these manner of tenants shall not plead nor be impleaded of their 
tenements by the king's writ, but an they will implead each other for 
their tenements, they shall have their plaint made in the lord's court. 
There may be one manor or lordship both charter land and copy land, 
and each of them well known from other, and one man have and hold 
them both. Also there be other tenants by copy of court roll, called 
tenants per le verge, to wit, by the yard ; so called because, when they 
would surrender their tenements into the lord's hands, to the nso of 
another, they shall have a little yard in their hand by the custom of 
the court, and that they shall deUver unto the steward if he be there 
present, or to the bailiff or reeve, or to other two honest men of tlie 
lordship. And at the next court, ho that shall have the said lands 
shall take it in the coui*t, and his taking shall be entered in the roll, 
and the steward or bailiff, as the custom is used, shall deUver to him 
that shall have the land the same yard, or anotlier, in the name of 
seisin ; and [he] hath none other evidence but the copy of the court- 
rol], and it may be made in fee simple, or fee tail, or for term of life. 
And all manner of customs that bo not against reason, may be admit- 
ted and allowed for a custom. Howbeit, that these manner of copy- 
holders have an estate of inheritance, after the custom of the manor, 
yet have they no frank-tenement, because of the common law, and 
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therefore they be called tenaols of base nature. There is no manner 
of estates made of free land, by poll-deed or deed indented, bnt like 
estates may be made by copy of copy-lands, if they be well made and 
entered in the court-rolls. And the steward is bound by law and con- 
science to be an indifferent judge between the lord and his tenants, 
and to enter their copies truly in the lord's court-rolls, the which is 
a register to the lord to know his precedents, customs and services, 
and also of a great surety to the tenants, that if their copies were lost they 
may vouch and resort to the lord's court-rolls, and the steward may make 
them new copies, according to the old precedent in the lord's court. As 
to " rent of assise," there be three manner of rents ; rent-service, rent- 
charge, and rent-sec. Eent-service is where a man holdeth his land of his 
lord by fealty and certain rent, or by homage, fealty and a certain rent, or 
by any other service and certain rent. This is a rent service, and if the 
rent be behind at any day that it ought to be paid at, the lord may distrain 
for that rent of common right. If the lord purchase part of the said land 
that the rent goeth out of, the rent shall be apportioned, except it be 
an entire rent, as a sparrow-hawk, or a horse, or such other that cannot 
be severed, for then the rent is extinct and gone for ever. Eent-charge 
is where a man is seised of lands in fee, and granteth by poll-deed or 
deed indented, an annual rent going out of the same lands in fee or in 
fee tail, or for term of Ufe, with a clause of distress. That is a rent- 
charge, and the grantee may distrain for Ihe same rent, because of the 
clause of distress. But if the grantee purchase parcel of the said lands, 
whereof the said rent goeth out, the whole rent-charge is extinct and gone 
for ever. Eent-sec is where a man, seised of lands in fee, granteth a rent 
goiug out of the same without a clause of distress ; and it is called a rent- 
sec, because there is no distress incident nor belonging to the same. Eent- 
uTiTiMftl is where a man granteth by his deed an annuity of 20s., be it more 
or less, and chargeth no land with the payment of the same. As to suitors 
to the cx)unty court, &c., me seemeth that all manner such tenants that 
hold their land by such service, having charter land, ought to follow the 
court of the county, if he be simimoned to appear, except he have a special 
grant by charter of the king to the contrary, and to be sworn in inquiries 
before the justice of peace, justice of assize, escheators, coroners, and all 
other commissioners of the king's, and between party and party, as the law 
hath ordained it. Howbeit in some case he shall dispend and have more 



lands than in some case, that is to say, if the damage in plea personal, as 
deht, trespass, detenae, and such other, he declared under the valae of 
forty marks [26/. i3«. 4</.] then a freeholder that hath any charter land, be 
it more or less, may pass between party and party. And also he is suffi- 
cient to inquire for the king in every hill of indictment for felony ; and so 
is every constahle and freeman, though he have no land. But there shall no 
constahle nor freeholder inquire of riot nor forcible entries, without he may 
dispend 40^. clear yearly. (See the statutes of Richard II. and Henry VII.) 
And also whether the damages in plea personal be declared forty marks 
[26/. ISs. 4</.] or ahove, the freeholder must have lands to the clear value 
of 40«. And every man that shall pass of life and death, and for title of land, 
be it never so little, he must have lands to the value of 40^. clearly, above all 
charges. And in attaint, if the thing in demand, and verdict upon that given, 
extend to the value of 40/. or above, then every man of the grand jury 
must have lands of the value of 20/. of freehold, out of ancient demesne, 
and of lands in gavel kind 20/. ; and if it be under the value of 40/., then 
408, of freehold is sufficient As to ^' what falleth to the lord after the 
death of such free tenants," that is divers manners of rents, customs, and 
services. As if a tenant hold of the lord by knight's service, and decease, 
his heir being of full age, the lord shall have for every knight s fee that the 
tenant holdeth of the lord 50^. of his heir, in the name of relief. For the 
which the lord may distrain, in every parcel of that land that is so holden of 
him, for the same of common right. And if it be under a whole knight a 
fee, as half a knight's fee, the third part, the fourth part, or the twentieth 
part, more or less, the relief shall be apportionate^ according to the same, 
and [he] shall pay his chief rents (if any be) nevertheless. And if the tenant 
decease, his heir being within age of twenty-one years, the lord shall have 
the ward and the keeping of the body, during his nonage, and if he be 
unmarried then his marriage to give or sell to whom he will, without dis- 
paragement ; and, when he cometh to full age, he shall pay no relief; and 
if he be married and under the age of fourteen years, he may refuse and 
disagree. If the tenant have issue female above the age of fourteen years, 
be she married or not, the lord shall not have the ward nor the marriage ; 
because the law intendeth that she hath a husband, or may have at that 
age, able to do such service. But if the heir female be under the age of 
fourteen years, unmarried, the lord shall have both the lands holden of him 
and the marriage, till she come to the age of fourteen years, and two years 
further to tend her marriage in, if she be unmarried. And at the two years' 



end she may enter into her lands, and pat out her guardian, and marry her- 
self at her pleasure ; but if she be married before the age of fourteen years, 
in the life of her ancestor, and then her ancestor die, the lord shall have 
the ward of the land to the age of fourteen years, and then her husbaud 
and she may enter and put out the lord. And if the tenant hold of two 
lords by knight service, of one by priority and of another by posteriority, and 
die, the lord that the tenant holdeth of by priority, shall have the ward of 
the body, be it heir male or heir female, though there be three or four 
daughters ; for all they are but one heir to the lands that be holden of him. 
And the other lord, of whom the lands be holden by posteriority, shall 
have those lands holden of himself and nothing else. If the heir be of full 
age at the decease of his ancestor, he shall pay a relief to every lord that 
he holdeth any land of, if relief be due to be paid by reason of his tenure. 
But in case a tenant hold divers manors of divers lords by knight service, 
and have but one parcel of land holden of the king in capite, the king shall 
have all the whole lands holden of every lord during the nonage and the 
marriage of the heir, if he be unmarried ; and if the heir be under the 
age of fourteen years, and will disagree to the marriage, then the king shall 
have the marriage of him or her, or the value thereof, and the king shall 
pay no chief rent during the nonage, except it be found due to be paid in 
the office of the escheator. And many other things may fall to the lords, 
as heriots and other customs, according to their original deeds, and use of 
the manor. There be two manner of heriots, to wit, heriot service and 
heriot custom. Heriot service is where a man hath given lands and tene- 
ments to another man and to his heirs, to hold of him and of his heirs, as 
before the making of the statute '' Quia emptores terrarum," or since the 
making of the said statute, to hold of the chief lord of the fee by the 
service thereof due and of right accustomed, reserving to him certain rents, 
heriots, or other custom. This is rent service and heriot service, because it 
is expressed in his original deed. Heriot custom is where a man hath a lord- 
ship, wherein hath been used, time out of mind, that every tenant that 
holdeth any mese [dwellmg] place of the lord shall give his best quick good, 
in the name of a heriot, to the lord ; and he that hath no quick good, shall 
give his best dead good. In some lordships, every man that dieth within the 
same, be he the lord's tenant or not, shall pay a heriot Insomuch that if a 
strange man ride or go by the way, and die within such a lordship, he shall 
pay a heriot, the which is plain extortion and against the common right. 
In some lordships the lord shall take his heriot before the parson or the 



vicar his mortuary ; and in some places, the church before. And that is, as 
it hath been accustomed, time out of mind. Also in some other places it is 
parted between the church and the lord ; and that is, where he that is dead, 
hath no more quick good but one horse, or one beast, and then he that 
hath been used to choose first, shall have the better part by one penny ; but 
of dead good, either party shall have one. But they shall neither of them 
take any dead good, as long as there is any quick goods. And in many 
lordships it is used, that an the tenant leave his house by his own \\i\\, 
without any discharge of the lord, the tenant shall pay his best quick good 
to the lord in the name of a heriot ; and in some lordships it is accustomed 
that if the tenant depart from the lordship by his own will, he shall make a 
fine with the lord for this departing, and most commonly it is two shillings, 
and it is called a fare fee, or a farewell; and such a tenant that goeth at 
his own will, shall make all manner of reparations ; and Chat tenant that 
is discharged by the lord shall make no reparations, except he be discharged 
for not doing reparations, &c. 

IX. Customary Tenants. — It is to be inquired also of custo- 
mary tenants, that is to wit, how many there be and how much 
land every of them holdeth; what works and customs he doth, 
and what the works and customs of every tenant be worth yearly, 
and how much rent of assise be paid yearly besides the works and 
customs, and which of them may be taxed at the will of the lord, 
and which not. 

Customary tenants are those that hold their lands of their lord by copy 
of court roll, after the custom of the manor. And there be many tenants 
within the same manor that have no copies and yet hold by like custom 
and service, at the will of the lord. In my opinion it began soon after the 
Conquest. When William the Conqueror had conquered the realm, he 
rewarded all those that came with him in his voyage-royal, according to 
their degree. And to honourable men he gave lordships, manors, lands 
and tenements, with all the inhabitants, men and women, dwelling in the 
same, to do with them at their pleasure. And those honourable men 
thought they must needs have servants and tenants, and their lands occu- 
pied with tilling. Wherefore they pardoned the inhabitants of their lives, 
and caused them to do all manner of service that was to be done, were it 
never sa vile, and caused them to occupy their lands and tenements in 
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tillage, and took of them such rents, customs and services as it pleased 
them to have. And also took all their goods and cattle at all times at their 
pleasure, and called them their hondmen.^^ Since that time many nohlemen, 

*> The history of the servile or unfree population of England in Anglo-Saxon and 
Angl^Norman timea is exceedingly ohscure. One class of the conununity in Anglo- 
Saxon times (thoogh prohably no very great portion) was in a state of absolute 
slaTery. They were known in Saxon by the names of I^oto, Esne and Thrall, Pro- 
bably they originally consisted of conquered Britons ; but, as criminals who could 
not pay tbe fine imposed by law, were reducible to this state, many of Teuton race 
must in process of time hare been comprised in this degraded and suffering class. 
The freemen of the land were classified by a broad diyision into the Ceorls, who 
formed the bulk of the population, and the ThaneSy who formed the nobility and 
gentry. — {Creasy,) By a degradation of the Saxon Ceorls and an improyement in 
the state of the Saxon TTtraUs^ the classes were brought gradually nearer together, 
till at last the military oppression of the Normans, thrusting down all degrees of 
tenants and servants into a common slavery, or at least into strict dependence, one 
name was adopted for both of them as a generic term, — that of villeins regardant, — 
(Sir H. £Uis*8 Introd. to Domesday Book,) The technical name for the kind of 
filarery which prevailed in Anglo-Norman England b villeinage. Some slaves were 
annexed to certain lands and passed into the dominion of the heirs or purchasers of 
those lands, whenever the ground, which was considered the more important pro- 
perty, changed owners. These were called villeins regardant. Others were bought 
and sold, from master to master, without respect to any land ; and these were termed 
villeins in gross. It is probable that the number of villeins in gross was never very 
oonsiderable ; but there are good grounds for believing that at the commencement of 
the thirteenth century the greater part of the labouring agricultural population of 
EngUnd (including not only actual farm labourers, but the followers of those handi- 
crafts which are closely connected with husbandry, and were practised on the lands) 
were villeins regardant, and were looked on merely as. so much of the live stock of the 
land to which they belonged. — (Creasy,) Slavery always imports an obligation of 
perpetual service ; an obligation which only the consent of the master can dissolve. 
It generally gives to the master an arbitrary power of administering every sort of 
correction, however inhuman, not immediately affbcting the life or limb of the slave ; 
and sometimes even these are left exposed to the arbitrary will of the master, or 
they are protected by fines and other slight punishments, too inconsiderable to 
restrain the master's inhumanity. It creates an incapacity of acquiring, except for 
the master's benefit. It allows the master to alienate the person of the slave, in the 
same manner as other property. Lastly it descends from parent to child, with all its 
severe appendages. The condition of a villein involved most of these miserable 
incidents. The villein*s service was uncertain and indeterminate, being entirely 
dependent in nature and amount on the caprice of his lord. In the* emphatic terms 
of some of our old law-writers, — " The villein knew not in the evening what he was 
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both spiritual and temporal, of their godly disposition, have made to divers 
of the said bondmen, manumissions, and granted them freedom and liberty, 
and set to them their lands and tenements to occupy, after divers manner of 
rents, customs and services, the which is used in divers places unto this 

day In many lordships there is a customary roll between the 

lord and his tenants, and it ought to be indented, one part to remain in the 
lord's keeping, the other part with the tenants, and divers true copies to be 
made of the same, that the rents and customs run not out of remembrance. 
And also a suit-roll, to call all those by name that owe any suit to the 
lord's court, and then shall there be no concealment of the suitors, but that 
the steward may know who is not there ; and if any suitor decease, the 

to do in the morning, but he was bound to do whatever he waa oommanded." He 
was liable to beating, imprisonment, and every other chastisement that his lord 
thought fit to inflict ; except that the lord was criminally punishable if he actually 
killed or maimed his villeins, or if he violated the person of his neif^ as a female 
villein was termed. The villein was incapable of acquiring property for himself; the 
rule being that all which the villein got became the lord's. He usually passed to each 
successive owner of the land, as if he had been a chattel attached to it. But the lord, 
if he pleased, could sever him from the land, and separate him from his family and 
children, by selling him as a villein iu gross by a separate deed. This wretched con- 
dition of slavery descended to the children of villein parents ; and even if the father 
only was a villein, the children inherited the same sad lot from him. Indeed, at one 
time the severity of the law was such, that if a villein who belonged to one lord 
married a neif who belonged to another lord, the children of such marriage were 
equally divided between the two slave-owners. — (Hargreaves's JuriscontuU JExereUa- 
tioru.) The law, as established in the thirteenth century, gave large facilities for the 
emancipation of villeins, and placed difficulties in the way of any accession to their 

number As to the artizans and lower orders in our cities and towns, no 

large portion of them, if any, could at this period have been in a state of slavery. In 
the time of Henry II. the villein from the country who resided, unclaimed by bis 
lord, for a year and a day in a town with franchises, became thereby firee ; and it is 
difficult to suppose that any one born within a town would be in a worse oonditioo. 
The absolute slayes, the theows and thralls of the Saxon time, cease to be mentioned 
soon after the Norman Conquest. The villeins in gross (who alone could be in an 
analogous position to that of those Saxon thralls who lived in the towns) were few in 
number throughout Anglo-Norman England; nor am I aware that any positive 
mention of them in the towns can be traced. G^erally speaking we may consider 
that villeinage in John's time existed only among the rural population ; but it is to 
be remembered that the relative proportion of the number of dwellers in the oountiy 
to the number of dwellers in the towns was much greater than it has become in 
modem times. — (Creeuy on the ConsHtuHon,) 
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name of his next heir should he entered into the same roll, and an inquiry 
made and presented what he held of the lord, and hy what rents, customs 
and services, of every parcel hy itself, and who is his next heir, and what 
age he is of; and this truly done and entered into the roll, it would he a 
conveyance of descent in manner of a' petty degree, and profitable to the 
lords and also to the tenants. The name of every tenant must be put into the 
roll, and his mese place to be butted and bounded, that it may be known 
many years after who dwelled there ; and what lands, meadows and pas- 
tures lay to the same at that time. And what works and customs the 
tenant doth for every parcel, and what the works and customs be worth in 
a year, and how much rent the lord doth pay for every parcel, besides the 
customs and works ; to the intent that if any parcel of land, meadow or 
pasture, be alienated, sold or changed, or put from one tenant to another, 
the lord and his bailiff may know what rents, customs and works he shall 
ask and have of the occupier for every parcel. 

X. Cottages and Curtilages. — It is also to be inquired of 
cottagers^ that is to say, what cottages and curtilages they hold, 
and by what service, and how much they do pay by the year for 
all their cottages and curtilages. 

There is not so much rents, heriots, customs and services, to be paid and 
done, for a cottage, as there is for a mese place or a better tenement ; but 
it may be like custom and service. 

XI. Pleas and Perquisites op Courts. — It is also to be 
inquired of pleas and perquisites of the counties, and of the courts 
of the forests, with lawing of dogs [cutting oflf the claws of the 
fore-feet], and how much they be worth by the year in all issues 
[exitibus.] 

The issues and profits of the counties, sessions and assizes are most com- 
monly the king's, and they be kept and ordained by the sheriff and the 
justices of the peace, that be ordained and put in commission by the king 
and his council, and the issues and profits of them are estreated by the said 
justices, and returned into the king's exchequer, and there they rest of 
record, the which afterwards is estreated again, and sent down to the 
sheriff of every county, to levy and gather up the same, and thereof to 
make an account in the said exchequer, and it is called "green-wax. And 



the courts of the forests be ordained and kept by the justices of the forests 
and their deputies, and the issues and profits thereof, the which cometL 
most commonly by fines and amerciaments, are not estreated into the 
exchequer, but made out by the steward to the bailiffs and other officers of 
them that owiieth the forest. It should be ordained that every township 
and hamell [hamlet] that ought to have common in any forests, chaces, 
wastes, moors, heaths, and such other great commons, where divers town- 
ships and hamells inter-common together, every township and hamell ought 
to hnve a diverse burning-iron ; and every beast, horse, mare and colt that 
is put upon the common, ought to be burned in some part of his body with 
the said iron, and then shall every beast be known of what township he is ; 
and that were a great readiness to the keepers, and also a great safeguard 
for stealing of the cattle. Then may the keepers, regarders, goysters,^ 
and other officers of such forests and chaces, have perfect knowledge what 
township the cattle is of. And if any of these officers find any cattle 
having no such burning, they may attach them and seize them as strays, and 
put them in safe-guard to the lord's use, till they be yered and dyed [t.«. 
till they have been kept unclaimed a year and a day]. And they ought to 
ask [cry] them three Sundays in three or four next parish churches ; and 
also cry them three times in three the next market towns. And if no man 
come within the year and the day, to make sufficient proof that the cattle is 

^ Goysters, ».«. Agistors or Agistators; so called because they take beasts to 
agistment, that is to pasture within the forest, or to feed upon the pannage, and it 
Cometh of the French word ^«er, to lie, because the beasts feed there lying and 
without rising. — (Co, 4, Inst, 293.) Agistare^ to agist or to feed, and also agiskh 
mentumf the agistment or feeding of beasts, is derived of the Latin verb a^iio, to 
drive, sometimes to feed ; of which the lawyers, by adding the letter s, have formed 
affistOy to feed beasts or cattle with herbage or mast. Agistment is in two sorts, — the 
agistment of the herbage of wood, lands and pastures ; and also the agistment of the 
woods, which is the mast of the woods, which by a more proper word, for difference 
is called pannage By the assizes of Henry II. called the assises of Wood- 
stock, '* the king commandeth that in every county in which he hath a forest and 
venison, that there be twelye knights appointed to keep his venison in the same, and 
that his yerderers, with the foresters, four knights called the agistors, shall agist bis 

woods and pastures, and also receive his pannage.*' For the agistors of the 

king's forest are only to receive all the money for the agistment of the king's demesoe 
woods and lands themselves, and they are only chargeable to the king, to answer him 
for the same, as it doth appear by the assizes of the forest of Pickering, 8 Edward III. 
(Manwood's Forest Laws, cap. xi. sec. 3-6.) 
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his, then it is forfeit to the lord as a stray. And in like manner the swine 
and sheep of every township and hamell ought to be pitched with the said 
burning-iron, or such another like the same. No man shall have forest of 
right but the king, except he or his ancestors have had a special grant 
thereof by charter of the king and his progenitors in times past, and so 
used, &c. 

XII. [Church] Patronages. — It is also to be inquired of 
churches that belong to the lord's gift, how many there be, and 
what, and where, and how much every church is worth by the 
year, after the true estimation of the same. 

Oft-times he that hath right to present to a church at one time, hath not 
right to present to the said church at the next time. And that is where 
any sole patron of a church hath issue, two, three, or four daughters, and 
deceaseth, so that the rights of patronage of the said church descendeth to 
all the said daughters. When the church is void they shall present by 
tamSy the eldest daughter first, &c., tiH they have presented once over, and 
then begin again at the eldest daughter ; except they make any other par- 
tition amongst themselves by agreement. And so must the surveyor make 
his book, according to the right of tho presentation, as every time, second 
time, third time, or fourth time, and so forth. Also what lords or gentle- 
men have their turns with them in the said benefice, and which of them 
presented last, and who shall have next, and who then, till they have gone 
about, and in what town it is, and in what shire and diocese it is, and what 
every benefice is worth by itself by the year, as it can be estimated. 

XIII. Liberties, Customs and Services. — It is also to be 
inquired what be the value of heriots, fairs, markets [escheats]^ 
customs, services, and foreign works and customs, and what the 
pleas and perquisites of courts, fines and reliefs, and all other 
casualties, are worth by the year, that may fall in any of these 
things. 

When the lord would know what the extent is of all his whole lands, 
and also of every particular parcel by itself, it were too long a process to 
shew him all the particular accounts ; wherefore he will cause his auditor 

^ Not in the original, but in the English of the statute book. 



to make a valae in abridgment of all the said accounts, and first to know the 
whole charge of all the particulars, what they be at first sight in the sums 
total. Then to divide the sums total into divers parcels, as the chief rents 
of the freeholders by themselves, the rents of customary tenants by them- 
selves, tenants by indenture or tenants at • the lord's will by themselves ; so 
that he may make a gross siun of every manner of rent, so that one rent 
may be known from another. Also the perquisites of the courts by them- 
selves; and they must be in like manner divided, as the pleas by themselves, 
the amerciaments for common trespass by themselves, fines by themselves, 
heriots by themselves, escheats by themselves; and so of reliefs, fairs, 
markets, and all other casualties, every of them by themselves, and ought 
to be presented in the court by themselves. Customs, service, and works be 
oft-time done by bodily services and works, and then they be not to be 
accounted for, but yet mention should be made in the account thereof. 
And many times such customs, services and works be turned into money ; 
and then it commonly goeth with the rents, and the bailiff or reeve is charged 
therewith. As to ''all other things that may fall to the lord, what they be 
worth by the year ;" those may be taken as mines of tin, lead, ore [? copper], 
coal, iron, stone, freestone, millstones, grindstones, limestone, chalk, fullers' 
earth, sand, clay, gravel, broom, gorse or furze, marl, turves, thorns, wood, 
bushes, heath, fern or bracken, and such other, if there be any new found, and 
ought to be put in a rental to a certainty, or else to be put in an account by 
way of approvement. Then the auditor may divide the casualties from the 
certainties, and make a gross sum of them all ; and yet may the value of 
everything appear, and be known how much it is by itself. And then must 
there be deducted out of the said gross sum all manner of out-rents and 
ordinary charges, as bailiffs' fees, reparation, and such other ; and then to 
make a clear gross [t. e. nett] sum of every year by itself; because oft-times 
more casualties fall or come to the lord in one year than another. There- 
fore it is convenient that the clear gross sums of five or six years, or more, 
should be cast together in one gross sum, and to divide the sum into as 
many parts as there were years cast together, and then the clear value of 
one year will be commonly about that sum so divided. And thus endeth 
the brief declaration of this statute '' Extenta Manerii." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

PROCEEDINGS ON THE DEATH OF EOBEET 
GEESLET, SEVENTH BARON. 



INQUISITIONS, A. D. 1282. 

In 1273 Robert Greslet, — the seventh baron and the ward of 
Henry III., and by deputy of Edmund Crouchback earl of Lan- 
caster during his minority, — came of age, and performed his 
homage to that king's successor, Edward I., in that year. From 
the first to the fourth of that reign (1273-1276) he was summoned 
to parliament by writ, as a baron. In 1277 he had a writ of 
summons to perform military service in person against Llewellyn 
prince of Wales, the muster being appointed at Worcester in the 
Octave of St. John Baptist (June 24 to July 1). In pursuance of 
this summons Robert Greslet acknowledged the service of two 
knights^ fees, "ratione baronise suae,'' and performed this by 
himself and three "servientes" (? Serjeants or officers) in the 
expedition named.^ In the 8 Edward I. (1279-80) when about 

** The following is a tnuislation of the "writ of military sammons from Edward 
I. to Edmuid earl of Lancaster** for this expedition : — " Edward by the grace of GK>d 
king of England Ac. to his beloyed and faithful brother Edmund earl of Lancaster, 
greeting. Whereas Llewellyn, son of Griffin, prince of Wales, and his aooomplioee, 
our rebels, hare inyaded our lands and those of our lieges in the Marches, and do 
daily inyade them, and therein perpetrate homicide and other enormous damages. 
And the same Llewellyn, though he owes obedience to us, hath despised and doth 
despise the same, to our prejudice and contempt ; and to the grierous damage and 
injury of you and of others our lieges, for which already we are raising forces that 
we may be at Worcester in the octayee of St. John Baptist next coming, to the re- 
pressing of the rebellion of the said Llewellyn and his fautors ; we command you that 



twenty-eight years of age, Robert Greslet married Hawise,^ 
daughter and coheir of John de Burgh (son of the celebrated 
Hubert de Burgh^ earl of Kent, by his second wife Beatrice, 
daughter of William de Warenne) by his second wife Hawise, 
grand-daughter of Hawise de Laungval or Lamvallet. 

To this period may be assigned a deed without date, by which 
Richard de Buron releases to Robert de Grelle his right to 
common pasture in Mamecestre, with reservations in favour of his 
men of Clayton. The first Richard de Byron, who was lord of 
Clayton, was the son of the Sir John who married Alice, cousin 
and heir of Robert Banastre. Richard had grant of free warren 
in Clayton, Butterworth, and Roytou in June 1308, and died 
before 1347. The Robert Grelle, if one of the barons of Mame- 
cestre, must have been the seventh, who died in 1282. The deed 
is worth preservation for the boundaries it records : — 

Richard de Buron, by a deed sans date releases for ever to Robert 
GreUe [? seventh baron] and his heirs all the right I have, to the use of 
the aforesaid Robert Grelle, in common pasture in the manor of Mame- 
cestre, and in all the members and demesnes pertaining to the said 

at the said day and place, ye sliall come, with horses and arms, as due by your 
service to us, ready with us to go forth in our expedition against the said Lilewellyn 
and his aocomplioes, our rebels. Witness myself at Windsor, the 12th day of De- 
cember, in the fifth year of our reign," 1276. — fSot, Claus, 5 Edw. Lm. 12. dj 

^ In the parliamentary writs and writs of military summonses, we find that in the 
year 1282, Hawise de Gresley (then about twenty-six years of age), widow of Bobert 
de Gresley (seyenth baron), made fine for the senrice of one knight's fee, on the 
occasion of the expedition of Edward I. against the Welsh, the muster being ap- 
pointed at Bhuddlan ou Sunday the 2nd August (pp. 232 and 239). Again in 1297, 
she was returned from the counties of Ifottingham, Sussex and Surrey, as holding lands 
or rents to the amount of 20^. yearly yalue and upwards, either in capite or other- 
wise, and as such was summoned under the general writ, to perform military serrioe 
&c. in parts beyond the seas. The muster to be at London, on Sunday the 7th July 
(pp. 289 and 294). By an inquisition post mortem 27 Edward I. (1299) Hawise vaa 
found to haye been possessed of the yill of Burstal (co. Leicester ;) Great Bromley 
manor (Essex ;) Oasterton manor (Rutland ;) Wakerley manor (Northampton,) and 
the manor of Portslade with the church of Alrington, Estfield, and the pasture of 
LitUeden (co. Sussex.) 
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manor &c., saying to me and my heirs and my men of Cleyton common 
pasture with the men of Atherdwic [Ardwick] within [or under] the 
underwritten bounds, to wit: — Prop the ford of Medelac, by Saltes- 
gate, as &r as to the hedge [or inclosure, sepem] of Cleyton, which is 
situated upon the Saltesgate, which descends from the house which 
was that of Alexander Eranceis, as far as into the Com-broc, and then 
descending as far as into the inclosure of Atherdwic, and by the in- 
closure of Atherdwic as far as into the bounds of Bexwic, and by the 
bounds of Bexwic to the bounds of Bradeford, and by the bounds of 
Bradeford to the Saltesgate. And Eobert Qrelle &c. may inclose, tiU, 
build upon, and ditch, all the said land without impediment. Witnesses: 
Sir Balph de Hamule [? Hancotes], Sir Henry de Chetham, Bichard de 
Hilton, Balph de Moston, Bobert de Hilton, Adam de Ashton, Alan de 
Midelton, Bichard de Bracebrig, John de Biston and many others. 
(Endorsed) Byron and Grelle. Belease of common of pasture within 
the manor of Mamecestre and boundary common. — (Trafford Muni- 
ments.) 

Robert Greslet died in his homage — that is, he had not been 
formally invested with his lands — on Sunday the 15th February 
1282 (10 Edward I.), — probably about thirty years of age; 
leaving a son and heir, Thomas, of the tender age of three years, 
and of course a ward of the king. This state of things rendered 
necessary the issue of writs to inquire into the possessions of the 
deceased baron, the age of the heir, &c., as required by law. Of 
these writs to the escheator and the sheriff, and the returns thereto 
of the inquisitions held, a record is preserved in the form of a closely 
written document, nearly covering a sheet of parchment, which 
Sir Oswald Mosley has liberally placed at the disposal of the 
Chetham Society, for the enrichment of this work. As this docu- 
ment has never before been printed, both the original Latin and a 
translation are subjoined. That two of the writs, one to the 
escheator and the other to the sheriff, and the respective returns 
to them, by records of the inquisitions held by juries, should be 
all set forth on one sheet of parchment, is easily explained. The 
whole is embodied in one instrument termed an '' Inspeximus'' 



from its first word ("We have inspected/' &c.), and also an 
" Exemplification,'*' because it sets forth the very words of more 
ancient records or documents, which^ having been inspected, are 
copied verbatim, or exemplified; and this attested and official 
copjj made under the seal of some superior court, is legal evidence 
in any court of law or equity. The seal which has been attached 
to this document is gone; but the silk cords by which it was 
appended remain. 

As two inquisitions, or inquiries into the estates and possessions 
of the deceased Robert Greslet, were made within eight days, and 
before substantially the same jury, and are consequently of the 
same import, and to a considerable extent are couched in precisely 
the same terms, it has been thought best to give one entire, and, 
omitting the other, to mark every verbal variation of the second 
from the first, in notes. The inspeximus is apparently of the 29th 
May 1513, 3 Henry VIII. : — 

[INSPEXIMUS.] 

HENRICUS3« dei gr3 Rex Anglic e Francie e Dominus 
Hibnie, Omib} ad quos psentes Ire pueSSit^ satf m. INSPEXIMUS 
quoddam bre) d'ni E. quondam Regis Angt primi post conquestum 
pgenitoris nrD Thome de Normanuill Escaetori suo vlf Trentam'^ 
directum ( in Cancellar) suam retomatum in hec 9ba : — 



* There is nothing to show positlTely to which of our eight Henries this i 
applies ; but probably to the eighth and last monarch of the name. 

'7 Thomas de Normanrille was probably the son of Gerard and Margery his wi£B^ 
of a Yorkshire family ; and this Thomas is called " Senescallus Begis*' in a grant to 
him 4 Edward I. (1275-6) of the custody of the castle of Bamburgh, which office he 
held till the tenth year (128 1-2) when he was appointed to the same duties under the 
designation of " king's escheator beyond Trent.*' This office he held (only exchanging 
it for a short time for the southern escheatorship) till the twenty-third year (1294-5) 
and it was probably in this official capacity that in 2 Edward I. (1283) he receiyed 
the king*8 commands and commission to remove the sheriff of Cumberland. He was 
one of the justices itinerant for pleas of the forest only, in cos. Nottingham and 
Lancaster in 14 Edward I. (1286). In the 20 and 21 Edward I. (1291-3X he was 
a regular justice itinerant appointed for Herefordshire and Surrey. He died in 25 1 

Edward I. (1295). — (Foss's Judge* qf England^ toL iii. p. 135.) | 

I 
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[WRIT TO THE ESCHEATOR.] 

EDWARDUS dei grS Rex Angl Dominus hibn: f Dux Aqui? 
diico f fideli suo Thome de Normanuitt Escaetori suo vlt'* Trentam 
saitm. Quia Robtus de GhreiUy qui de nob tenuit in capite diem 
dausit extremu vt accepim^ vob mandam^ P omes rras ( ten de 
quib} idem Robtus fuit seisitus in dnico suo vt de feodo in balliua^ 
yra) die quo obiit capiatis in manu nram ( ea saluo custodiri fac 
donee aliud inde pcepim"^. Ita qd de exitib} tPra^ f tenemento]^ 
illo^ a die mortis ipius Robti nob respondere possitis ad ScaS nr& 
f p sacru pbo]^ f le^ bomi de balliua yra) p quos rei v^tas melius 
sciri potit diligent inquirend quantum rre idem Robtus tenuit de 
nob in capite in balliua vra) die quo obiit f quantum de aliis et p 
quod Svicium ( quantum tre f ten ilia valeant p annu vt in dnis 
redditib} villenagiis feodis militum aduocacoib} ecciia^ f omib3 
aliis exitib} tre ( quis ppinquior heres eius sit f cuius etatis. Et 
inquisicoem inde distincte ( apte fcam nob sub sigillo vrol f 
sigilHs eo^ p quos fcS fiiiQ sine dilone mittitus f hoc bre. T. me 
ipo apud Dunamen xij die Marcij anno r & decimo.^^ 

Tnspeximus eciam quandam inquisicoem coram pfato Thoma 
Stextu bris p^da capta, et in eandem Cancellarl retornatum in hec 
Vba:- 

^ In the Latin of that age hcUUwu is a bailiff; baUiva, a bailiwick or the tract of 
land oyer which the bailiff exercises jurisdiction. In those times the bailiff was a 
great officer, the name being derired from the French hajfliff, equiyalent to the pre- 
fect of a prorince. It was customary for the yioe-comes or sheriff of a county to 
return to a writ of arrest that the person sought " is not to be found in my baili- 
wick" — "in balliva mea" — so that a county, and in this case the whole of the dis- 
trict north of the Trent, under the jurisdiction of the king's escheator, was termed a 
bailiwick. 

^ Dunamen was probably Dunham, co. Essex; or perhaps Gh-eat Dunham, 00. 
Norfolk. There is also a Dunham, co. Notts. The date, 12th March, xo Edward I. 
(1282) was a few months before the king's departure for Wales, where he remained 
about a year from NoTember, 1282. 



[ESCHEATOR'S INftUISITION.] 
EXTENTA*® Man^ii db Mamecestr^ cum membris. — Mame- 
cest'P cum villis et hamelettis. — Inquia) fca p pceptam dni B^s 
coram Thoma de Normanuitt apud Mamecestr die Sal^i in festo 
sa Marpi Eungeliste Anno r.r. E. decimo p Johem de ^^Byran 
*2Galfrm] de *3Bracebrigge **milite8, «Galfnn) de *«Chathirton 
Dauid de Hulton AleS de ^^Pilkynton Thomam de ^sEston Bobtm 
de ^^Sorisworthe ^Eljs de Leuir JftiS de ^^Badecliae Bobm ^aVnton 
^Adam de Cundecliue Adam fil Jobis de Leuir^ iriS. Qui dicont 
p sacrm suu qd herbag cu fructu gard Ma&ii de Mamecestr) vat p 
annu ij».^ Et est ^ibm quidam puis pens que vocat' ^^Aldepc et 
Litheak^^ cui*^ herba^ cum panna^^® xxxiij" iiij*. Et est *^bm 
quidam alius pcus que vocat' ^Blakeley cuius herba^ ^*cu mortuus 
boscus pannagiu et aeria ^^espuario^ f vai p annu vj^ xiij^ iiij^. 
Et est ibidem quedam placea d'nico^ ?r [sic] et herba^ que voS 
**Bradford f ^Brunhuli f vaJ p annu xl*. Et est ibm quedam 
placea que voc 6renlawm5 pdico^ dnico^ que vai p annu Ixx^j" 
viijd. Et ^est ifcm quedam placea iux* crucem de ^Opynsawe 
que ybI p annu yj» viij*. Et ^7est ifcm quedam placea que 
vocat' Le ^^Hules ^^et val p annu xiij* iiij^, Et quedam 
placea que vocat' 7og;epirfeld de pdco dnico^i et vaJ p annu 

^ What the inspeximus oalls an inquisition, is intituled in the return itself an 
extent (which denotes a smrey and yaluation) of the manor of Mamecestre ; and the 
reader may test for himself how far, in this instance, the return was made as required 
by the statute " Extenta Manerii," passed only six years previously. — (See chap, x.) 

*^ The following yariations are found in the sheriffs inquisition: — Biron. 
« Galfr. « Bracebrig. « [militee] omitted. « Galfr. ^ Chedirton. ^ Pil- 
kyngton IS. ES. ^ Aston IS. ES. 'Shoresword IS. ES. ■''Elis de Leure. 
" Badeolif. " Untoun ES. » Ad de Conteclif. « Qui dicunt p' saor*m suu' 
qd in man*io p*do*o apud Mameo* est quodd' capit* mee* cum quibusd* domibi et 
quod* gard* cuius fruct' et herbag* ralent p' annu* ij*. « Ibid. " Aldp'c ^ [and 
Litheake] omitted. ^ Pannag* yal. p* annu*. >> Ibid. « Blakelee. » [com] 
omitted. " sp*uar^. « vocat' Bradeford. •* Bronhull. « [est ib'm] omUUd. 
«Opinshale. ^ [etiiVm] omiUed, •» Le Hullee. «>que. T^Keperfeld. ^i [de 
p*dco dn*ico] omitted. 



Chap. XI.] INQUISITIONS, A J). 1282. 183 

iiij«. ^^Sunt ibm due placed' que vocant' ^*Milnwarde-eroft et 
tra Sam et 75yat p annu ix». Et est ibm quedam ?ra que vocat 
7*Kipirelif et val ^7p annu iij« iij^. Et sunt ^siftm due ptes vnius 
bonate rre in Denton que reddunt^^ p annu iiij^ ij^. Et est ^^bm 
quedam placea in ^'ffamworthe ^^que reddit p annu y^. Et est in 
manlio pdco vnu molendinu^ aquatieii ®*quod*V2d p annu xvij^^ tj* 
yiij^. Et quoddam molendum fuUeriticum quod vat p annu xxyja 
viijd. Et est ^fcm quidam fumus f V.^ p annu x^. Est ibi®7 
redditus assisus burgagio^ in Mamecestr que reddunt p annu ad 
^Nativitatem dni®^ Annunciacoe be Marie Nativitatem Sa Johis 
Bapte f fm Sa Michis vij^^ iij» ij^. ^Theolonium mJcati et ferie de 
Mamecesti?^^ ad pdffis ?minos tj^^ xiij^ iiij^. Et de redditu 
arario^ [q.d. arrariorum] iuxta villam ad pdcos Sminos^^ xyijs yjd. 
Et de redditu ^^jua^ bouata^ ?re^ in ^Opinschawe ad pdcos 
rminos viij». ' Et de redditu ^sexdeeim bouata^ ?re ^de bondagio 
in Gorton ad pdcos tminos Ixiiij^. Et defirma cuiusdam placea rre 
in eadem que vocat' tra aule, que reddit p annu^® xx». Et de firma 
vnius molendini in eadem xxvj^ viij^. Et firma decem bouata^ 
et nonem acra^ rre in Atberiswyke in bondagio ad eosdem^^ 
rminos xliij*. Et ibm quedam placea que^°** vocat' ^Twantirford 
t reddit p aunu^ ad pdiffis^ tminos yj» viij^. Et de firma decem* 
bouata]^ rre in Curmisale in bouda^ ad eosdem ?minos^ xl". Et de 
redditu qua^dam rr assarta^ ibm ad pdicos rminos x" ij^. Et de 
redditu libe tenentium forinseco^ tenentium de^ Mamecestr^ ad 
eosdem rminos vij^ ix" viij^. Et vnl hostoriu sor de Thome de 

n Et sunt ibi ^ duo placea. '* Milwardoroft. ^ que. ^ Kyp'clif. 

77 [p* annu'] omitted. 7^ ibi duo. 79 et Talent. * ibi. ^i fibrnword. " et 
» Et est ibi J molend. « et. » ibi. « furn' que redd*. ^ Et est ibid». 

» Natal*. " ad (before each of the four festivals.) ^ Teolon*. '^ eadem. 

" [ad p'do'os t'minos] omUted. " ij. ^ t're in bondagio. ^ Opensal. 

** z^. ^7 in. » p' annu* ad t'minos p*dic*os. ^ Et de x bouatar* t're in bondag* 
Aderwyk, cum nonem acris t*re ad eosdem, &o. ^ de quadam placea t*re que, &e. 
^ Twant*ford. ' [et reddit p' annu*] omitted. ^ ad eosdem. ^ z. * t*re in 
bondagio in Cormesale xl* ad eosdem terminos. ' de man'io de Mamecestr'. 



Eston^ ad festom Sa Mictiis et vna sagitta barbata de Ada de 
Leuyr. Et de redditu ^de Sakefe ad eosdem rminos xlix" et de 
firma Warde ad festum Natiuitatis Sa Jobis Bapte xlix" ij^ et 
q drantem. Et de firma quinq^ balliuo]^ peditH p balliois snis liend 
p annu^ ad pdcos rminos^® C". f de pquisitis curl borgi de Mamc- 
cesti?*> viij» et de plitis et pquisitis cuf) baron) mafiij^* C*. Et 
est ibm^' quoddam feodam de Wythingto^^ quod debet p annu 
quandam aruram xv acra^ rre que vat p annu vij" vj^ f quedam 
consuetudo de eode feodo ad metend in autumpno ptinen? ad ixx 
bouar rre que vai p annu ij* yj^. jf Snf extenti maSii de Mame- 
cestr^ iiij iiiji* xij" tj* et quadr' jf Heton Norrays. Sunt ibm 
quadraginr acr) tre in diiico cum^^ capitalo mesuagio et gardino 
que vai p annu xx" et quedam placea de eodem dnico que vocat' le 
Milneridyng^^ et le Sporthe^^ que vrf p annu xx« et quoddam** 
molendinu cuius due ptes redduut p annu ad sup^'dcos iiij rminos*^ 
xiij» iiijd f de firma libe tenent ad pdicos rminos p annu iij" x* ob. 
f de firma octo bouataj^ rre in bondagio ad pdcos rminos xx" C ^^ 
redditu viginti quatuor^ gallina^ de pdcis bondis ad Natale ij* ( 
de reddd? viij ouoj de pdcis^^ bondis ad Pasch iiij^ f pann) bosci vai 
p annu vj' viij^. Et sunt ibi duo paria siroteca^ que Adam de 

7 Et I oustoriu* do Thoma de Aston. " Hostorimn*' (Escheator) vd. " Onstorium" 
(Sheriff) = Aster = AtIs yenatoria. In a computus of 1202, *'Benaudu8 (aloon- 
arius, pro duobus Hostorut^ et uno falcone," &o. (Du Cange.) It is a Tariation, 
perhaps corruption, of Auttercus = Aiod^iiet major, the female great hawk, or gpa- 
hawk, of which the male ia the tieroeL Perhaps the word " Sor" in the text de- 
notes that this hawk was to be a soar, i. 0. of the age between taking from the eyij, 
till she has mewed, or cast her feathers. In the Gentleman^ 9 Reertaiion^ a treatise 
of hawking and falconry, are directions " how to make the soar or haggard gos- 
hawk." "Soar hawks are so called, because haying forsaken the eyry, and begin- 
ning to prey for themselyes, they soar up aloft for pleasure. Haggards are th^ which 
prey for themselyes, and also mew in the wood or at large.*' ^ [de] omiUed, ' [p* 
annu'] omitted, ^ t'minos p' annu'. " Mamecestr* p' annu'. " [man'ij] omUted. 
» ibL >« Withinton. » ib'm in d'nico xl aor* t're arabU' cum, &c. >• vocat' Mil- 
riding. ^Spert. ** IX*. ad eosdem terminoset quoddam, &c. ** ad t'minos p'dio*o«. 
* xxiiy. ^ ejusdem. 
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Leuyr debit p annu.^ Snf istius maStii membr^ Mamecesti? iiij^i 
Tj* iiij^ ob. jf Barton: Est ibi quodda gardinu cum una placea p*ti 
ex gardinu cuius fiructus et herbagiu vai viij' p annu.^ Et xl acr) 
rre in dnico et reddunt^ p annu xxyj" yiij^. Et quedam piscaria 
que vai p annu xviij^. Et due ptes molendino]^ que vat p aunu^ 
XXX* et rcia ps molendini in manu^^ cuiusdam dfie n5ie dotis. Et 
de quadam ?ra posita ad ?minu xxxviij* viij^. Et herba^ et 
panna^ bosci valent ix'.^ Reddi? assiS libe ten p annu xvij" xj^ 
ob. pquisitis liallemoti vrf^^ p annii v». jf Snf pda^ maSlii tj^ 
xvjs ijd Qb^ ^ Keuerdeley.'® Est ibm quoddam maSlium cum 
gardino cum duab} placets ex" que vai^^ p annu yj» viij^. Est iftm^^ 
yj acr) tre arabiles de dnicis que vrf p annu iiij^ ^ ps acre viij^.^* 
Et xiij acS p^ti que vat p annii xxxiij« yj^ ps acre ij« yj^ f quedam 
pastura que vocat' le Warche cum le Wodeheye^ que vrf p annu 
xiij* iiij* pannagiu et mortuus boscus vai p annu xiij* iiij^. Est ibi 
quidam lib tenens qui tenet xij acras ¥re et duas acras p'ti et bosci 
p uno claue galiofili.'^ Et de reddi? bondo^ p annu'^ Iviij* x^. Et 
de redditu cottario^^^ iij* iiij^. Et due molendina unu ventritic et 
a]iud aquatiS^d que val^ p annii xx* pUta et pquisita hallemoti 
iiij*. jf Sm**** xjii xij*. jf Istud maSiu tenet' de diio Edmundo f 
]jH ei«3 reddi? sed facit vnam sectam ad com lancP et unam sectam 
ad wapenta^ Derbie et est de Constabular) Cestr^ jf GtJfirus de 
Cbathirton^ tenet de hereditate Bobti Grelle I boH ?re in ffox- 



B de Adam de Lenyr p* annu* ad fm So'i Mioh'is. " ral* p* annum riy*. 
** de d*nico que Tal*. * p* annum ad p'do'os t'minot. * t*oia p's eor* est 

in manu, &o. ^ herbag* bosd ou* panni^, Talent p* annum ix*. * De reddit' 
fto. [p* annum] et [yal'] omUted, ^ istius. *^ Keu'dle. " Est ib*m 

quoddam capital* mes* oum gardino et duabus placeis ez gardin* que ral*, &o. * Sunt 
ibL " in d'nioo que ral* p* annum ad p*doos t*minos iiip. ** [p* acre riij^] omitted. 

* Ward oum le Wodheje. " Bst ibi quidam Will*8 qui tenet lib*e xQ aoraa 
f re and ^ aoras pHi and bosci p* I daue galiofili p* annum. *^ p* annum ad p*do*o# 
t*minoe. " cottarior* p* annum. ** [unu* Tcntritio* et aliud aquatic*] owuUed, 

* redd*. ^ Sm* istius man*^. ^ Et diount qd istnd man*ium tenet' de dn*o Ed*, 
et y" reddit ei, &c. ^ Galf. de Ohaderton. 



denton p I^ ad Na? f est de feodi** com line), jf fforesta de Hope- 
worthe*^ Jf. Sunt ibm oeto*^ vaeearie f una placea que non est 
plena vaceai?*^ vai p annu xix^* pannag eiusdam foreate*® cum ae3 
espuax*^ que vai p annu xl». Sunt ibm tres fforestarii qui custo- 
diunt forestam f hebunt escapia^® f dant p annu Ix^. jf Sm** forest 
xxiiij^. jf Sm'* tocius extente maSSii pdci cum membris put infra 
patet cum foresta Cxxxj^^ vij" viij^ quadrani, de quib} debent 
Bubtrabi p firma debita diio Edmundo de antiqua consuetudine 
yji* et xvj« et sic remanet de claro Cxxiiij^^ xj^ viij^ quadrant. Et 
scien^ est qd manSiu de Mamecestr' Heton f Barton tenent de 
dno Edmundo de honore Lane: p s^uic faciendo sectam ad com 
Lane. C ad wapent Salford^^ Nicbil tenuit idem Robtus die quo 
obiit de diio Bege in capite in pd% maSiis. Thomas fil pdci Bobti 
ppinquior heres eius est et erit de etate trium anno^ ad festum sea 
laur] px futui^. Et idem Bobtus diem clau^ extremu xv die 
ffebruai^ jf 52 Jobes de Birun tenet Wityngton*^ ^^ ?minu vite p 
feodo vnius milit et fac^* sectam ad Curie Baronie de** Mame- 
cesti^ de trib} septimanis in tres septimanas. f[ Bob de Lathum^ 
Adam de Heton*^ Witts le Botiller Badulphus de Catteral): Gal- 
frius de Writhinton*® tenet Perbald Dalton f Writhinton p feodi 
I [vnius] mil. Et Thofii de Eston*^ fac sectam ad cur^ p idem^ 
te8 jf Idem Bobtus tenet Terton et aliud Torton p quarta pte 

** Natal* D'ni et est de feodo. « [de Hopeworthe] omiited, « Sunt ibi 

viij. ^ que. • [foreste] omitted. ^ a^rijs Bp*uar'. *• Sunt ibi trei 

fibreBtarii custodientes forestam qui h*nt eecapia, &c. '' The following, omitted 
in the escheator*s, is gtren in the sherifTs inquisition: — "Et comes de fferrar* 
h'uit homagiu' et s'uio' antecessor* dc*i Bob'ti de p*dc*i8 man*iis.*' <> The long 

passage in the text, [Sm* tocius extente, &c xt die ffebruar*] is ofMei 

in the sheriff's return ; the following standing in its place : — ** ffeodi milit*. Sunt 
ibi quinq} feodi milit* et di* feodi et t'cia pars Tuius feodi, Tidel't. J oh* de 
Biron tenet Withington,** &o. " Biron tenet Withington IS. Wythington ES. 
•* pro I feodo et facit, &c. »» [de] omitted. ^ Bob* de Lathom tenet 
ohocton. «7 [Adam de Heton] omitted. " Writhington. •• Aston. 

• eodem. 
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feodi vnius militis.«» f Idem Robtus tenet Childewalle p 
mediec I feodi^^ Tnios militifi^ et fa? sectam de cur) ad curl, jf 
Witts de Worthington tenet Worthington p medie? feodi vniua 
militise* f fa2 sectam de cu8 ad cuf). (f Witts fii Witti de Andir- 
ton^ f Almaria^ vx eius tenent Romeworthe^^ p ?cia parte feodi 
Tnins militis^ f facit [sic] sectam de Cu8 ad C3. jf Alex de 
Pilkynton tenet Pilkynton^ p quarte pte feodi vnius militis f 
facit^o sectam. MaSio de Barton cum membris tenet' p vno feodi 
vnius militis et est^i in manu dni. Heton tenet' p quarta pte feodi 
vnius militis f est^^ in manu dni. Sm" feodo^73, jj- Aduocacoes 
ecctiej^. Sunt ibidem^^ tres eccUe {sic) que spectant ad donao&em 
dni vidett ecciiam de Mamecesti^ CC. ffi. Childwelle^* que valet 
CC. m. Ayston7® xx m*cs. 



INSPEXIMUS insup quoddam aliud 'bre eiusdem pgenitoris 
nr? Vic? suo Lane directum*^ in eandem cancellar: suam retoma- 
tum in hec vba : — 

[WRIT TO THE SHERIFF.] 

EDWARDUS dei gra) Rex AngP Dns bfcn f Dux Aquit Vi3 
LanS sKm. Quia Robus Orelle qui de nob tenuit in capite diem 
clausit extremu vt aocepim^ tibi pcipim") qd omes tras et ten de 
quibus idem Robo fuit seisitus in dnico suo vt de feodo in balUua 
tua die quo obiit sine dilone capias in manu nram ( ea saluo 
enstodiri fac donee aliud inde pcepim"). Et p sacrm pbo^ ( leg 
horn de com tuo p quos rei vitas melius sciri porit diligenr 
inquiras quantum rre idem Robo tenuit de nob in capite in balliua 
tua die quo obiit f quantum de aliis^ ( p ^d suiciii f quantum tre 

** Tarton et aliam Torton pro q*rto p*te unios feodi, et fact' tectain. ^ mediet* 
I feodL * [Tniiu militie] omitted, ^ eandem pro mediet* I feodi militis, &c. 

• Anderton. • Amaria. "^ Bemeworthe. " t'cia parte I foodi et Ac. 

• eandem IS. Pilkington ES. ^ p*te I feodi et. ^i fiacit &c. I feodo et eet 
4e. TSp'te I feodi, et eat fto. 7S[Sm* feodor*] omitM. ^* Sunt ibL 
'* KooFie Childwalle. ^ et ecol'ie de Aston. 

T 



ille valeant p anuu in omib} exitib} C <iuis ppinquior heres eius sit 
f cui*' etatis. Et inquisicoem illaxn inde distincte f apte fcam no* 
sub sigillo tuo C sigillis eo^ p quos fca fuit sine ditone mittils f 
hoc "bre. T. me ipo apud Diuises xv die aprilis anno i^ fl 
decimo,^7 

INSPEXIMUS aimili? quandam Extentam coram pfato vie 
virtute bris pdci fcam C in eandem Gancellar : similir retornatu, in 
hec vba : — 

[THE SHERIFFS EXTENT.] 

EXTENTA capta apud Mamecesti^ coram Hen9 de Lee, Vice- 
corn) Lanc78 p pceptum dhi Be^ die d'nica px post fin apio^ Phi f 
Jacobi anno r.r. E. decimo p Jobem Biron [&c. ut supra.] 
[Last clause of Inspeximus and Exemplification!] 

Nos autem tenores brium et inquisicionu pdcto^ ad requisite 

Bad^ Prestwycb armig^ duximus exemplificand p psentes. In 

cuius rei testimonium has l?ras n^ras fieri fecimus patentes. Teste 

me ipo apud Westm) vicesimo nono die Maij Anno regni nii 

quinto. Smyth. 

[On the seal fold] 

Ex" p Johem flfrankl ^ 
f Thomam Smyth J 

77 Devizes, co. Wilts. The 15th April, 10 Edward I. (1282), was just one month 
and three days after the writ of nth March to the eeeheator. The comparison be- 
tween them, as to the precise points of inquiry, will be best made from the traaa- 
lations of the two documents. 

7" Henry de Lea's lineage has been deduced from Warin de Lancaster, a lineal 
descendant from Ito Talbois, earl of Ax^ou and baron of Kendal, irnnp. William I. 
It will suffice here to state that a John, son of a Warin, was lord of Lea, and that in 
the 27 Henry III. [1242-3] he left a son Henry de Lea or du Lea [near Preston] 
who was twice or three times sheriff of Lancaster, and died 17 Edward I [1288-9]] 
possessed (according to the inquisition post mortem taken that year) of the manors of 
Chemock, Meles and Lea, and of lands in Quarlton. Gh*eat discrepancies prerail as to 
the shrieral years of Henry de Lea. In the list of sheriffs in Baines*s La/neaakire (toI. 
ii. p. 202)compiled from the MSS. of Hopkinson and Kenyon, collated with a MS. list, 
deriyed from the Fell BoUs, these years are stated to be 1277, 1284, and 1285, and 
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INSPEXIMUS. 

HEN:BY, by the grace of GK)d, king &c. to all to whom this present 
letter shall come, greeting. WE HAVE INSPECTED a certain writ 
of the lord Edward formerly king of England, the first after the Con- 
quest, onr progenitor, to Thomas de Normanville, his escheator beyond 
Trent, directed, and into his chancery returned, in these words : — 

WEIT TO THE ESCHEATOR 

"EDWAED &c. king of England Ac. to his beloved and fiaithful 
Thomas de NormanviUe, his escheator beyond Trent, greeting. Foras- 
much as Bobert de Greilly, who held of us in chief, haa closed his last 
day [diem clausit extremum], that we may receive them, we command 
thee that all the lands and tenements of which the same Bobert waa 
seised in his demesne as of fee, in thy bailiwick, on the day on which he 
died, thou take into our hand, and that thou makest safe keeping of 
them, until we shaU command otherwise. Also that concerning the 
issues of the lands and tenements of him Bobert, from the day of his 
death, thou mayst answer to us, at our chancery ; and by the oath of 
good and lawful men, of thy bailiwick, by whom the truth of the mat- 
ter may be better known, diligently to inquire how much land the same 

the f heriff of x a8a is Richard de Hoghton. In a note to the WhaUey Coueher Book^ 
p. 42, Mr. Hnltou states that Henry de Lea was sheriff of Lancashire in 1276, 1277 
and 1283 ; so that he too omits 1282, which most hare been one of the years of Henry 
de Lea*s shrieralty, or the king's writs could not hare been addressed to him. In a 
printed list of sherifis, stated to hare been compiled from various old MSS., we find 
the following entries : — 

3 Edward I. (1274-75) Henry de Lea. 

9 „ (1280-81) Gilbert de Clifton and Henry de Lea. 

II „ (1282-83) Heiuy de Lea. 

This seems to be the most correct account of Sir Henry de Lea*s shrieral years and 
the last entry agrees in date with the two writs and the returns thereto in the text. 
All the printed lists of sheriffs of Lancashire that we hare seen, are exceedingly im- 
perfect ; and are rery inaccurate both as to dates and the orthography of names. A 
much better calendar of sherifb than any extant might be constructed by the aid of 
such works as the WhaUejf Coueher Booh^ and of reference to extensire collections of 
old deeds, royal writs, &c. To a dateless deed (WTkaUey, CowAer Book, p. 42) ** Sir 
Henry de Lee^ then sheriff of Lancashire," is the first witness and '* Sir QeoffVey de 
Braoebrngg*, then steward of Mamecestre," the second. This was probably in 1282* 



Bobert held of ub in chief in thy bailiwick, on the day on which he 
died, and how much of others, and by what service, and how much 
those lands and tenements are worth by the year, as in demesnes, rent8, 
villenages, knights' fees, advowsons of churches, and all other issues of 
land ; and who his nearest heir may be, and what his age. And the in- 
quisition, for that cause clearly and openly made, to us, under your 
seal and the seals of those by whom it is made, without delay is to be 
sent, with this writ. Witness me myself at Dunham on the 1 2th day 
of March, in the loth year of our reign." [12th March, 1282.] 

We have also ikspected a certain inquisition before the afore- 
said Thomas, by virtue of the aforesaid writ, taken, and returned into 
the same chancery, in these words : — 

THE ESCHEATOE'S INQUISITION. 

extent of the MANOB of MAICECESTBE, WITH ITS HSMBEBS. 

Mamecestre with the vills and hamlets. 

Inquisition made by the precept of the lord the king, before Thomas 
de Normanville at Mamecestre, on Saturday on the feast of St. Mark 
the Evangelist, in the loth year of the reign of E.[dward II.] [Satur- 
day, April 25, 1282], by 

John de Byrun^® Qeoflfrey de Bracebrigge, knights ;*> 

^ Of the twdTe jurors two were knights, and tbe remaining ten were all free- 
holders of lands in the neighbourhood of Mamecestre. Sir John de Byron, knight, 
was the ddest son of John de Byron, the gorernor of York, by his wife Joan, 
daughter of Sir Baldwin Teutonicus, Thyers or Tyas, and widow of Sir Bobert 
Holland, the secretary of Thomas earl of Lancaster. With this lady he reoeiTed by 
gift from her father the large estates in Bodhdale, which afterwards became tha 
barony of the Byrons. Sir John the son, the juror in these inquiries and one of the 
witnesses to the charter of 1301, was styled lord of Clayton in the 29 Edward I. 
(1301). He married Alice, cousin and heir of Bobert Banaster of Hindley, 00. Lsn- 
caster. Their eldest son was Sir Bichard Byron. Foss, in his Judges of Emglmmd 
(toI. iii. p. 69) thus notices the two Johns, father and son : — ^A separate oommiasioa 
of Trailbaston was issued 13th March, 1305 (13 Edward L) for the county of Lan- 
caster, addressed to two justices, one of whom was John de Byrun. Li the follow- 
ing month Lancashire was consolidated with the other northem counties, in a new 
commission in which his name was not included. {ParL Writs, toL L pp. 407, 408). 

The father of John de Byrun, the justice itiaeraat de Trailbaston, was 

seated at Clayton and appointed one of tbe conservators of the peace for Lanottshin 
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Geoflrey de Chathirton^i Alex: de Pilkynton® 

David de HultonS^ Thomas de Efiton®* 

in the 15 Edward I. 1286-7. (Pari. Writs, toI. i p. 389). Ho was sheriff for 
Yorkshire seren years from the 21 Edward I. [1293-1300], (see Fuller's Worthies), 
and was aciivelj engaged in raising foroes for the Scottish wars. In the 28 Edward 
L (1300) he held a high place in the commission to perambulate the forests of York- 
shire and the neighbouring counties. John the son, for the first nine years of Edward 
n. (1307-13 1 6) held an equally prominent position in Lancashire (Pari, Writs, 
ToL L pp. 299, 398, ToL ii. pp. 8, 17) ; after which he is not mentioned. Foss says 
that some little confusion arising from the identity of name, renders it difficult to 
distinguish precisely the acts of the two Johns. 

^ {Page 140.) Sir (Geoffrey de Braoebrugge or Bracebridge, knight, held the then 
high and important office of seneschal or steward of the manor of Mamecestre ; an 
office, even so late as the reign of Elizabeth, not considered beneath the dignity of 
an earl of Derby to hold. Geoffrey was probably a descendant of the Bobert de 
Bracebrugg to whom one of the Albert Greslets gare four oigangs of land in 
his lordship of Mamecestre. (See Teita de Nevill, p. 75, ante.) 

** Geoffrey de Chaderton was the second son of Bichard de Trafford, who be- 
queathed to him the lordship and manor of Chaderton, on which G^fi^y changed 
his surname from Trafford to Chaderton. He left a son Henry, who according to a 
roll of pleas of 20 Edward I. (129 1-2) had to resist a claim set up by his kin s m an 
Henry de Trafford to recover the manor of Chaderton, on the plea that their com- 
mon grandfi^her Bichard de Trafford was *'non compos mentis" when he derised this 
possession to his seoond son. The plea was over-ruled and the possession confirmed 
in accordance with the will of the testator. (Rot. Plaoit. apud. Lane. 20 Edward 
Lin ike Chapter Souse, Westminster.) 

** David de Hulton was the son of Bichard (see note 49 p. 69) and grandson of 
Jorrerth de Hulton. His uncle Bobert, by charter, gave all his lands in Hulton to 
David and his heir ; hence he is styled ** senior lord of Hulton." He married Agnes, 
daughter of Adam de Blackbume, and died before 1 304, when his eldest son Bichard, 
of Hulton Park, had a charter of free warren in his demesne lands of Hulton, Ords- 
hall, Flixton and Heaton. 

" AleiandflT de Pilkington was the son of Alexander, grandson of Leonard and 
great grandson of the Leonard Pilkington, who is said to have fought under Harold 
at the Battle of Hastings. This Alexander, according to old deeds, was living in 
1262-1278, and here he was a juror in 1282 (see note 82 p. 79). He left two sons, 
Boger or Bobert, and Bichard. The former inherited the Pilkington estates ; while 
to the yourger (Bichard) his &ther gave Bivington, and he thus became the pro- 
genitor of the younger or Bivington branch of the family. 

** Thomas de Eston or Aston may have been either of Ormeston (<.«. Urmston) or 
of Ashton-imder-Lyne, and it is useless to speculate on his identity. 



Bobert de Sorisworthe®^ Eobert Unton^ 
Elys de Levir* Adam de Cundeclive® 

Bichard de Eadeclive®^ Adam, son of John de Levii** 

jiirors : who say upon their oaths — 

That the herbage with the fniit [in the] gardens of the manor [house] 
of Mdmecestre are worth yearly ij". 

And there is in the same place a certain little park, which is called 
Aide-pare and Lithe-ak ;^^ of which the herbage with the pannage [is 
worth] xxxiij* iiij*.* 

And there is there a certain other park, which is called Slake-ley, 

^ Robert de Sorisworthe or Shoresworth waa of an aDcient family, taking their 
name from their small patrimonial estate, consisting of " one messuage and sixty 
acres of land called Shoresworth," in the township of Pendleburj. This Robert de 
Schoresworth (as he is therein named) witnessed a deed of Robert de Greslet in 1276. 
(See note 53 p. 70.) It is probable that this Schoresworth was the same place with 
Chadesworth, coupled with Pendleburj in the TeHa de NeviH, p. 80 ante, 

" Ellis or Elias de Lerer was doubtless of that ancient family, but their early 
pedigree does not enable us to identify him. 

^ Richard de Radolifie of Radcliffe Tower, was called "the old^ to distinguiah him 
from others of the name. In the 4 Edward I. (1276) he had a writ of novel disseisin, 
and held lands, &c., in Totting^on, of the fee of Roger de Montbegon. He accom- 
panied the king in his wars in Scotland, and obtained firom him a charter for free 
warren in his manors of Radcliffe and Quamdon, in the thirty-second year of his 
reign, 1304. — {Rot, Chart, ii Edward L mem. 17.) 

" Robert Unton we cannot identify ; but he was probably of the same family witii 
a Richard Unton and Alice his wife, named in two deeds relating to Droylsden, of 
I4i4and 1416. 

" Adam de Cundeclive (the original form of the existing surname of Cunlifib) we 
have not traced. The name is doubtless local, from Cunliffe, a hamlet in the town- 
ship of Rishton, parish of Blackburn, distant three miles N.E. from Blackburn. 
There was of old a Cunisclyye in co. Northumberland. 

^ Adam, son of John de Lever, was living i Edward I. (1273). He married 
an Agnes or Aris, and probably died before 27 Edward I. (1299), leaying a son 
John. 

** It may be well to state here once for all, that any obserrations on the etymologt 
or orthography of local names will be reserved for a later part of this work. In the 
translations of these records, we have rentured to suggest the origin or derivation of 
local names, by dividing long compound words into what seem their component parts, 
by the use of the hyphen. 

"* For the valuing of herbage and pannage, &o., see chap. x. sec. vi. ante. 
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of which the herbage, with the wind-fall wood^ pannage and aery of 
sparrowhawks [espervariomm]^ are worth yearly, vj" xiij' iiij**.^ 

And there is there a certain plot of demesne lands and herbage,^ 
called Brad-ford and Srun-hull, and it is worth yearly xl*. 

And there is there a certain plot which is called Gren-lawe-morej of 
the same demesne lands, which is worth yearly lxx\j" viij*». 

And there is there a certain plot, near the cross of Opyn-sawe, which 
is worth yearly yy viij*. 

And there is there a certain plot which is called Le Sules and it 
is worth yearly xiij' iiij"*. 

And a certain plot which is called Kepir-feld, of the aforesaid de- 
mesne, and worth yearly iiij». 

There are there two plots which are called MUn-warde-Oroft and 
Sam-land [t'ra Sam] and they are worth yearly ix'. 

And there is there certain land which is called Ki^er-clif [or Keeper- 
cliff] and is worth yearly iij' iij^ [sic J] 

And there are in the same place two parts of one oxgang of land in 
Den-ton, which pay yearly iiij' ij*. 

And there is there a certain plot in Farn-worthe which yields yearly v*. 

And there is in the aforesaid manor one water-mill, which is worth 
yearly xvij** yj* viij*, and a certain fiilling-mill, which is worth yearly 
xivj» viij^.^^ 

* Mortmu hoieui, or Mori-hois is the wind-faU wood in a foreet. The prior of 
Lenoester had by charter every day two cartloada of morte-hoffn to be burned in his 
prioiy ; and because he took viridem hoseum (green or living wood) pro mortuo hotco, 
contrary to his charter, the benefit and profit of his estovers was seized into the hands 
of the lords of the forest. For the which the prior made fine to have his estovers 
again 3/. 6#. %d, [».#. five marks] and he had his estovers again. — (Itiner, Lane, 10 
Edward HI. 1336, foL 6$ a.) 

•• Every freeman shall have within his own woods a€ries of hawks [i.e. gos-hawks] 
sparrow-hawks, falcons, eagles and herons, and shall have also the honey that is found 
in his woods. — (Carta de Foresta, cap. 1 3.) 

^ 61, i3#. j^d. seems a large yearly issue from a park in the thirteenth century. It 
was derived from four sources, — the grass, the wind-fallen wood, the rent paid for 
feeding pigs on the mast in the time of pannage, and from an aery of sparrowhawks. 
These birds were long valued at ltd. each. For the valuing of parks and demesne 
woods, see chap. x. sec iv. atUe. For pannage, &c., see same chapter sec. vL 

** For the valuation of the demesne lands, with the herbage, &c., see chap. x. sec. 
ii ante. 

^ For the extending, or surveying and valuing of mills, &c., see chap. x. sec. vii. 



And there is there a certain oven [or bake-houfie], and it is worth 
yearly xV*® 

There is there an assise rent*^ of burgages in Mame-cestre which yield 

€mt€» At the lord's water corn-mill, all the burgeeaes and teDanta of MameceBtre 
proper were bound to grind, paying a molture or miUer*a toll, and from thia aonroe it 
wiU be seen the miller paid a large rent to the lord. The fulling or walke mill was 
on the Irk, and gare the name to the Walkers' (t.«. Fullers') Croft. Com being a 
more uniyersal necessary than woollen cloth, the rent paid by the fuller was much 
less than that of the com miller, being only two marks yearly. In hia Boke oj 
Surveying, Sir Anthony Fitzherbert thus specifies the rarious kinds of milla which 
the lord of the manor may set up on hia standing and running waters, to his great 
ease and profit : — On the great rirers com-mUli that be called ground-mills, because 
the oyer side of the head-sill lyeth even lerel with the over side of the ground in ths 
bottom of the water. I^UUng-milU, otherwise called Walke-miXlB, may be made in like 
manner, and stand also upon the great riyera. These mills, he says, may not be turned 
by the great stream, but hare water conyeyed to them by a mill-fleme [stream, gate 
or goit] artfully made ; or they may be set upon small riyers, without any fleme ; 
but only as wear and floodgates. There be two manner of corn-mills, — a braate mill 
and an oyershot mill. These be set to go most commonly on small brooks, and upon 
great pools and meres. [He describes how they work by ladles or buckets. J Anoth^ 
manner of fulling-mills may be set to go upon the small brooks, pools or merea, called 
fallers. [He describes the working-parts. He enumerates without description wind- 
mills and horse-mills. Elsewhere, in the same treatise, he thus refers to the lord's 
mill] : — A wind-mill whereunto all the lord's tenants are bound to grind alJ their 
com and malt that they occupy of their own, at the said mill, as well free tenants as 
other. And the lord shall find all manner of timber and iron-work, board and nai25, 
and bring them to the mill, and the milner shall nail up the boards, make his shafts, 
and the sail-yards, uphold and le-parell the spindle and the rind, the mill-pikes and 
the sail-cloths, cog and rung, at his own proper oost and charge. And [the milner] 
shall pay by the year 20t. at the terms there usual, and to grind the ford'a oom and 
malt toll-free, and to grind it first, next to the oom that is in the hopper, if 
any be, &c. 

" The lord's oyen or bakehouse at which all the burgesses and tenanta of the town 
were bound to bake, is not particularly specified in the Statmta Manerii, but is 
doubtless comprehended under the general head of " Customs and Seryioes" (chap. x. 
sec. ziiL ante,) It was held that a custom to haye a common bakehouse in a manor 
or parish, for all the tenants or inhabitants, is a good custom. — (a BuUi, p. 198*) 
The text nowhere states what was the ordinary baking-fee ; but it is probable that the 
lord's bakehouse was let to a baker at a yearly farm or rent of lof., the baker re* 
oeiying all the baking fees. 

* Rents of Assise {r^ddUuM JstM) are the certain, fixed, or set x«nts of (re& 
holders and ancient copyholders, because they are assised and certain, and distin- 
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yearly, at the Nativity of our Lord, at the Annunciation of the bleflsed 
Mary, at the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and at the Feast of St. 
Michael, vij" iij" ij*. 

The tolls of the market and the fair of Mamecestre, at the aforesaid 
terms, vj" xiij* iiij*.i^ 

And of the rent of the plough lands near the vill, at the aforesaid 
terms xvij* vj**.^ 

And of the rent of two oxgangs of land in Opin-schawe, at the afore- 
said terms viij*. 

And of the rent of sixteen oxgangs of land of [or in] bondage 
[tenure] in Gorton, at the aforesaid terms Ixiiij*.^ 

And of the farm of a certain plot of land there, which is called the 
land of the Sail [or Hall land= " t'ra aule"] which yields yearly xx'. 

And of the fiurm of one mill in the same place [Gorton] xrvj* 
viij^ 

And of the &.rm of ten oxgangs and nine acres of land in Atheris- 
Wyke in bondage [tenure], at those terms, xliij'. 

And there is there a certain plot which is called Twantir-ford, and it 
yields yearly at the aforesaid terms vj' viij**. 

And of the farm of ten oxgangs of land in Curmi-sale [Cnunpsall] 
in bondage, at those terms, xl*. 

gaiBhed from reddiius mobiles, or shifting rents. — (2 Intt, fol. 19.) The assise or 
fixed rent for a single burgage in Mamecestre was iid, yearly; at least that u set 
forth in the charter of 130 1, only nineteen years later than this inquisition. If, then, 
we take the total lord's assise rent of burgages (7/. 3«. ^d.) to be made up of so many 
separate shillings as there were burgages in the town, we get a total of about 143 
burgages. 

^ The lord of the manor had nearly as largo a rental from the tolls of his weekly 
Saturday market, and his yearly three days* fiiir in September, as from all his burgage 
rents. In the statute '* Extenta Manerii," the issues from markets were included in 
sec. ziii *' Liberties, Customs and Serrioes'* (chap. x. ante,) 

> The original has " arctriorum," fort^ aratrorum, '< Aratrum terras" is as much 
as can be tilled with one plough. Thus we have *' Hoc manerium est 30 aratrorum." 
{Tkom. AJ>. 616.) This manor is of thirty ploughlands. Hence aratura terra is the 
terrioe which the tenant is to do for his lord in ploughing his land. — {Jttcoh,) 

* Bondage (bondoffium) is a serrile tenure, differing from viUenctge; and of 
bondagers or bondmen some were so by birth or stock {de sHpite) and others by 
bond contract or agreement (eonventionarU), 

V 
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And of the rent of certain assarted lands there, at the aforesaid 
terms x" ij**.* 

And of the rent of the free tenants, foreign [or outside] tenants of 
Mamecestrey at those terms yij" ix' viij*.* 

And one soar gos-hawk [hostoriu' sor'] from Thomas de Eston, at 
the Feast of St. Michael, and one barbed arrow from Adam de 
Leuyr.* 

And of the rent of Sakefe [sak-fee] at those terms xlix*. 

And of the farm of the warde [? castleward] at the Feast of the 
Nativity of St. John Baptist xlix' ij** farthing. 

And of the farm of the five Foot-Bailiffs [quinque ballivor' peditu'] 
for having their bailiwicks, yearly at the aforesaid terms, C*. 

And of the perquisites of the court of the borough of Mam- 
cestre viij'. 

And of the pleas and perquisites of the court-baron of the manor Cv* 

' Assarted lands {asaarta^ from French eus<irHr, to make level or plain ; perhaps 
from exaratumf or eror^tfin, ploughed or cut up) are lands originally wood or forest, 
but from whicli the timber has been cut and the roots grubbed up, so as to make the 
land arable. It was an offence to assart land in the forest without license. 

* A freeholder may dwell out of the precinct of the lord's manor, and jet hold his 
land of the said manor. (See chap. x. sec. viiL ante.) 

^ These renders, in the place of money rent, are what are called rent services, and 
they are "entire," and of " things pleasurable,'* as a hawk, an arrow, &c. They pro- 
bably originated in the marriage of a daughter of the grantor with the grantee. Of 
this nature, too, are what are now called nominal rents, as a pepper-corn, a dove, i 
pair of gloves worth a penny, a rose in June, a penny knife, &c. For gos-hawk see 
note 7, p. 134 ante. As to Thomas de Eston, we have seen by the TeHa de Nev^ 
(p. 76 ante) that Albert Ghreslet eenex gave to Orme, son of Eward or Aylward, 1 
carve of land in Eston with his daughter Emma in marriage, to be held by a rent of 
10*. yearly. 

* The rent of sac-fee, the farm of ward, and the farm of the five foot-bailifis (the 
chief bailiff having a horse allowed him) are so many rents paid to the lord by those 
who farm the collection of rent, or hold office of profit under the lord. Probably 
each foot bailiff paid 20f. yearly to have his office. Of the two courts mentioned the 
former (the port-mote or portemanmote^ from portugy a town, mote meeting) was & 
small court with small fees, held by the burgesses for petty matters ; the other was 
the great " court baron'* of the lord of the manor, held at first every three weeks, 
afterwards twice a year (with the court -leet) about Easter and Michaelmas, when all 
burgesses and other tenants of the manor were bound to appear, and do suit and 
eervice. The perquisites of this court were receiyed in the first instance by a olerk of 
the steward. 
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And there is there a certain fee of Wythin-ton, which owes yearly a 
certain day's plough-labour [or sowing, aruram] of xv acres of land, 
which is worth yearly vij' vj^7 

And a certain custom of that fee to reap in autumn, belonging to xxx 
oxgangs of land, which is worth yearly ij" vj*.® 

The sum [or total] of the extent of the manor of Mamecestre, iiij 
^f ^j' ^*' qr. [84/. i2€. 6id.f 

HETON NOEEAYS. 

There are there forty acres of land in the demesne, with a capital 
messuage and garden, which are worth yearly xx*. 

And a certain plot of that demesne, which is called le Jld^lne-ridyng 
and le Sporthe [or Sperthe] which is worth yearly xx*. 

And a certain mill, of which two parts yield yearly, at the aforesaid 
four terms, xiij" iiij*. 

And of the farm of the firee tenants, at the aforesaid terms, yearly iij' 
X' hal^nny. 

And of the farm of yiij oxgangs of land in bondage [tenure], at 
the aforesaid terms, xx'. 

And of the rent [or yield] of xxiiij hens [or poultry : gallmam^^ of 
the aforesaid bordars [? bondis] at Christmas [Natale] ij'. 

And of the rent of viij [eight score, or 160] eggs [ovor'] of the 
aforesaid bordars at Easter iiij**.'*^ 

7 Docange gires two meanings in t. Arura : i. A^er toMu; a sown field, and 2. 
Araiio, a ploughing or tilling. 

' These two customs are of what is termed servile tenure or yillenage. Plough- 
labour of fifteen acres in the one case, reaping in the other of thirty oxgangs, are the 
terms by which the tenants held their land of the lord, — these senrioes being done 
bj them without wages. As to reaping by custom, see note 22 p. 24 ante. 

* The lord's revenue from his manor from the sources specified in the text, though 
seeming a small sum to the modem reader, should be multiplied at least fifteen 
fold, to represent its true money value to our minds. This would give a total of 
1269;. 7#. 6d. 

^ The small rents in kind, as these of hens and eggs, are said to have been paid by 
the hondU; but this may be an error of the transcriber, and the original word may 
have been bordariis, which may be rendered bordars or borde-tenants. This class of 
servile tenants, often named in Domesday, had a hord or cottage, with a small parcel 
of land allowed to them, on condition that they should supply the lord with poultry 
and eggs, and other small productions for his hoard or entertainment, f Jacob, 



And the pannage of the wood, worth yearly vj' viij*. 

And there are there two pairs of gloves, which Adam de Leuyr owes 
yearly.ii 

The sum of this manor, memher of Mamecestre, is iiij** \j* iiij* half- 
penny.^* 

BAETON. 

There is there a certain garden, with a plot of meadow outside the 
garden, of which the finiit and herbage are worth viij* yearly. 

And xl acres of land in the demesne, and they yield yearly xxvj* viij*. 
And a certain fishing [or fishery] which is worth yearly xviij'*.'' . 

See also in t. JBord-land, Bord-lode and Bord-sermeeJ A eentug gcUUntunm or 
poulixj-rent is mentioned in the liberties of the town of Yillereys in the jear 1253. 
A rent of poultry, — capons, — is also mentioned in a charter of Charles H., kir^of 
Sioilj, in 1303. (See Ducan^e r. GalUnarum), A rent of " gallinas xl" (forty hens) 
occurs in Domesday. The rent of hens was paid at Christmas, when there was a large 
provision of good cheer at the manor-house. The rent of eggs was at Easter, when 
eggs were in great demand, both for culinary purposes, and as Fasche or Pace ^gs. 

^' Amongst the small nominal renders, by way of rent or serrice, to the lord, one 
of the most common was one or more pairs of gloves; "pars ohirothecamm, yd 
oirothecarum." Sometimes ** white gloves*' were designated. Qlores were given to 
bishops on their creation, to sergeants-at-law on their receiving the coif; and to 
servants and workpeople on the completion of some particular work, as on the com* 
pletiou of Ghiwthorpe Hall. (See SAMHlewoHh AoeouiUs.) These gifts were sometimes, 
at a later time, commuted for money, called *< glove-silver." Thus amongst the ancient 
customs of the Abbey of St. Edmund was giving to the servants glove-silver at the 
feast of St. Peter, viz., to the clerk of the cellarer twopence, the esquire of the cel- 
larer elevenpence, the granger or farmer elevenpence, and the cow-herd (vaccarlns) 
one penny. fCart, St. Sdm, MS, 323). Glove-money has also been applied to 
extraordinary rewards given to officers of courts, &c. It is now given on the circuits 
[and at sessions] by the barristers to the crier of the court. — (Jacob,) 

12 The various items of issues &c. in Heton Norris, make a total of 4!. 6#. iJJ. ; 
so that the twopence wanting to agree with the total in the text, must be the value oi 
the two pairs of gloves, which constituted the render of Adam de Lever for his 
possessions in this township. 

'* For fisheries or fishings, and the mode of valuing them, see chap. x. sec. 7, o*^ 
Sir Anthony Fitsherbert in his Boke of Surveying observes : There be divers 
manners of waters, that is to say, standing waters, as pools, meres, moats, and stews ; 
and also running waters, as great rivers, small rivers, brooks, suches [sikes or ditches]* 
well-springs and pits. Then what profit may come to the lord out of them ? ^^ 
lord may set [or let] the fishings of all these said waters to his tenants for certain 
rent, and he may reserve to himself certain fish, or to fish certain times, or at an; 
time at his pleasure. 
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And two parts [». e, two-thirds] of the mills, which are worth 
yearly xix». 

And the third part of the mills, [is] in the hand of a certain lady,^* in 
the name of dower. 

And of certain land laid out [or planted, t'ra posita] at the terms, 
xxxviij* yj'*. 

The herbage and the pannage of the wood are worth ix*. 

The rent of assise of the free tenants yearly lyij* xj' halfpenny. 

The perquisites of the Hallemote are worth yearly v*. 

The sum [or total] of the aforesaid manor yj" xvj' ix* hal^enny.^** 

KEUEDELET.^« 

There is there a certain manor-house with a garden, with two plots 
outside [the garden], which are worth yearly yj' viij*. 

There is there six score [120] acres of arable land, which are worth 
yearly iiij" ; worth the acre viij**. 

And xiij acres of meadow, which are worth yearly xxxiij' Yf 
[P 32*. 6<f.] ; worth the acre ij* yj'*. 

Also a certain pasture which is called le Warche with le Wood-heye, 
which is worth yearly xiij* iiij*.^^ 

^ Probably Edith de Barton. 

^ The Halmote (from Heall^ Anglo-Saxon hall, and gemote^ meeting) was a court 
for the asaemblage of the tenants of one hall or manor ; the lord's court, in which 
diiferenoes between the tenants were determined. It must not be confounded with 
Halymate^ a holy or ecclesiastical court of the olden time. It was for the out dis- 
tricts of the manor what the court baron was for the town and entire manor. The 
Tarious items of issues in Barton, just make the total sum in the text. 

^ Cuerdley is a township in the parish of Fresoot and hundred of West Derby, 
four miles west from Warrington. 

V Pasture (paHura) is generally any place where cattle may feed ; and feeding for 
cattle is called pasture, wherefore feeding grounds are called common of pasture. Bui 
common of pasture is properly a right of putting beasts to pasture in another man's 
soiL (Wood's Intt, pp. 196, 197). For in those waste grounds which are usually 
called " commons," the property of the soil is generally in the lord of the manor ; 
as in common fields it is in the particular tenants. Pastwa differs from patoua ; for 
pagtura signifies all kinds of feeding, whether in meadows, in stubble, in fields, or in 
plains ; but paseua is the place principally set aside for the feeding of cattle, whether 
on hills, moors, marshes, or on plains not tilled by the plough. 



The pannage and the wind-Ml wood [mortuus boscus] are worth 
yearly xiij' iiij*. 

There is there a certain free tenant, who holds xij acres of land, and 
two acres of meadow and wood, by one clove.^® 

And of the rent of the bondagers yearly Iviij* x"*. 

And of the rent of the cottagers iij' iiij**.^^ 

And of [the rent of] two mills, one a wind-miU and the other a 
water-mill, which are worth yearly xx'. 

The pleaa and perquisites of the Hallemote iiij'. 

The sum [or total] xj*' xij'.^ This manor is held of the lord Edmund 
[sumamed Crouchback, earl of Lancaster] and yields ij" to him ; but 
makes one suit to the county of Lancaster and one suit to the wapen- 
take of Derby, and is of the constable- wick of Chester. 

Geoffrey de Chathirton holds by inheritance of Robert Grresle one 
oxgang of land in Fox-den-ton by a penny at the nativity [of the Lord], 
and it is of the fee of the earl of Lincoln!^^ 



^ A dove fCaryaphi/lum, French Oirofle) is another of the nominal renders (next 
in value to the pepper-corn) for possessions originally granted of grace, fayour, or 
affection. The orthography of the Latin form varies greatly in old grants and char- 
ters, where it generally has G- for its first letter, instead of C. Thus Oatyophilum, 
Onriojllumf Oariqfolium^ Oariofolum^ &c., and occasionally we meet (as in the teit) 
with OariofiU clavus^ or a clove of clove. 

^ For cottages, and the mode of valuing them, see chap. x. sec lo, ante, 

^ Leaving out of the consideration the dove paid or rendered for fourteen acres 
of land, the sum of the items of the issues of Keuerdley or Cuerdley, does not agree 
with the total in the text. Instead of 1 1^ i2«., they only amount to 9^. 139. ; and it 
is possible that the transcriber has written xj for ix, and xij for xiij, which would 
remove the discrepancy. 

*i For Geoffrey de Chaderton, see note 81, p. 141, ante, Oxgang or bovate (from ox 
5o#, and gang^ or gate^ iter) usually denotes fifteen acres of land, or as much as one 
ox can plough in a year ; Skene says thirteen acres. Other records vary from eight 
to twenty-four acres. A penny a year is another of the nominal rents which mark 
what are more like gifts than grants for service. This earl of Lincoln was Henry de 
Lacy, grandson of John and son of Edmund de Lacy, fifth and sixth earls. He 
succeeded in 1257; and having married Margaret, daughter and co-heir of William 
de Longospee (commonly called countess of Salisbury, though her father's claim to 
the earldom was never allowed), he also bore the title of earl of Salisbury jure 
uxoris. He died in 131 2 s. p. m. Alice, hb daughter and heir, married — fin^i 
Thomas Flantagenet, earl of Lancaster, who is said to have been earl of Lincoln in 
her right. After hb death (in 1 322), she married, secondly, Eubold le Strange, who 
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FOBEST OF HOPEWOETHE.» 

There are there eight vaccaries [cow-gates or pastures]^ and one plot 
which is not a full vaccary, and they are worth yearly lii". 

The pannage of the same forest,^ with the aery of sparrow-hawks, are 
worth yearly xlV 

There are there three foresters, who keep the forest and haye escapia^ 
and give yearly Ix*. The sum of the forest is xxiiij". 



The sum total of the extent [or survey] of the aforesaid manor with 
its members, as it appears below, and with the forests, is Cxxxj" vij* viij* 
farthing. From which there ought to be subtracted for the farm due 

died 8. p. ; and thirdly, Hugh le Fresnes. This Alice styled herself countess of Lin- 
coln and Salisbury, and died in 1 348, s. p. 

' From the text and context, and from Ywrious other facts, it is certain that what 
is here (possibly by a scribe's error) called the forest of Mopeworth, is in reality that 
of Horewych ; which was sixteen miles in circumference, and the issues of which pro- 
duced yearly to the lord of the manor 24I, 

** Yaccary in one sense is a house or place to keep cows in ; but here it means a 
cow-gate, walk or pasture for a cow. — (Fleia.) For a list of eight Taccaries in 
Horewych with their names, &c., see vol. ii. chap. xtI. the extent of 1322, under the 
head '* Pasture.*' In Lancashire in more modern times the word '* booth" came into 
use, in place of raccary. 

^ The pannage of the forest of Horewych and the aSry of hawks, appear to hare 
been the only issues valued in 1282. Thirty-eight and forty years afterwards we find 
the yesture of oaks, the wild honey, and the wood ashes grown or produced in the 
forest, the subject of careful yaluation to the lord's profits. For the valuing of 
forest pannage and aSries of birds, see chap. x. seoc. ir. y. and yi. ante, 

* In one of the forest statutes the mode of a forester's walking and watching in 
the forest is strictly prescribed : " That the foresters rising early and going into their 
bailiwick, shall there do their accustomed duty until the ninth hour [horam nonam^ 
P the hour of noon, or of three p.m., the nones or nona of the canonical hours], and 
then go to dinner ; and quickly after dinner returning into their bailiwick, namely 
into those parts where they had not been before dinner, there go, listening and lying 
in wait [audieniee et inndioMtee]^ that no one does ill there, until evening [yeeperum^ 
ue, oanonically from about four to seven o'clock, pan.]. And so he shall do every 
day." — Eecapioy or Escapes. If any man's beasts be found within forbidden lands, 
or in the fence [or fawning] time within the forest, every owner of such beasts shall 
be amerced, for every foot one penny. For a second offence, the like amerciament. 
For a third the beasts shall be forfeited to the lord of the forest. These are called 
escapes, and he that is " quietus de escapio" is clearly discharged of the same. — 
(Mamooo^e Forest Lowe, chap. 25.) 



1 5» M AMECESTRE. [Chap. XI. 

to the lord Edmund, of ancient custom y}^ and xvj' ; and bo there re- 
mainfi dear Cxxiiij" xj' viij'* farthing.^ 

And it is known that the manors of Mameeestre, Hetan \N6rris] and 
Barton are held of the lord Edmund of the honour of Lancaster by 
service ; doing suit to the county of Lancaster and to the wapentake of 
Salford. Nothing was held by the same Eobert on the day on which 
he died, of the lord the king in chief, in the aforesaid manors. 

Thomas, son of the aforesaid Eobert, is his next heir, and will be of 
the age of three years at the Peast of St. Lawrence^ next coming. 
And the.same Eobert closed his last day on the 15th day of February.* 

KNIQHTS' FEES. 
John de Birun* holds Wityng-ton, for the term of his life, for one 
knight's fee and does suit at the court baron of Mamecestre, from three 
weeks to three weeks.^ 

* The net income from the whole of the manor of Mamecestre with its forests, in 
1282, was just 1242. 8«. iiid, which, multiplied by fifteen, would giye its equiyalent 
in our present money, 1S66I, 149. fd. The two sums payable to Edmund earl of 
Lancaster were probably 6L for sak-fee and i6«. for castleward. In an extract from 
the rent-roll of this earl, rather later (printed as a note on a subsequent page of 
this chapter), the sake-fee for the land of John de la Warre is stated to he 4L y,6(L 

>7 It is difficult to &X. this birth-day, there being no fewer than four saints in tha 
calendar bearing the name of Lawrence, Tiz. : First, archbishop of Canterbury and 
confessor, February 2. Second, archbishop of Dublin, l^^oTember 14. Third, descon 
and martyr (on the gridiron), August 10 ; and, fourthly, Lawrence Justinian, bishop 
of Venice, September 5. The most distinguished of the four is number 3 ; but 
number one is the most local and English. We incline, howerer, to the martyr, 
which would give August 10 as Thomas Qreslefs birth-day. 

^ We translate literally " diem clausit extremum." February 15, 1282, the daj of 
Bobert Gb«slet*s death, was the first Sunday in Lent. 

39 John de Birun (Byron) son of Bobert de Byron, lord of Clayton, and Maud his 
wife, married Joan, daughter of Sir Baldwin de T^as or Thies (». e, Teutonicos, 
German), and widow of Sir Bobert Holland, secretary to Thomas, earl of Lancaster. 
This John de Birun had extensiye possessions in Boohdale with his wife, by the 
gift of her &ther ; who was conserrator of the peace in Lancashire in 10 Edward I. 
(1282). John de Birun is named as lord of Ckyton, in 28 Edward I. (1300) ; and 
as his son Sir John, who witnessed the Mamecestre charter in 130 1, was then lord 
of Clayton, the elder John must have died in or before that year. (See note 79* 
p. 140.) 

^ The court baron (Curia JBaronU) incident to aU manors, was a court which 
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Bobert de Lathum, Adam de Heton, William le Botiller, Ealph de 
Catterall, and Geo&rej de Writhinton,*^ hold Per-hald, DaUton and 
Wriihin-ton, for one knight's fee. And Thomas de Aston does suit at 
the court for the same holding [or tenants]. 

The same Eobert [de Lathom] holds Ter-tan and another Tor-ton, for 
the fourth part of one knight's fee. 

ewerj lord of the manor had within his precinct, must be held by prescription, and on 
tome part of the manor, and was of two natures. First by common law, which is 
"the baron's or freeholders* court," of which the freeholders being the suitors are 
also the judges ; and this cannot be a court baron without two suitors at least. 
Second by custom, which is called " the customaiy court ;" and concerns the custo- 
mary tenants and copyholders, whereof the lord or his steward is judge. The court 
baron may be of this double nature — [as was that of Mameoestre] — or may be one 
without the other ; but as there can be no court baron at common law without free- 
holders, so there cannot be a customary court without copyholders or customary 
tenants. — {4 Sep. a6; 6 Sep. ii^ 12 j a InH. 119.) The freeholders* court baron, 
which hath jurisdiction for trying actions of debt^ trespasses, &c, under 40^., may be 
had erery three weeks, and is something like a county court, and the proceedings 
much the same. The other court baron, for taking and passing of estates, surrenders, 
admittances, &c., is held but once or twice in the year, usually with the court leet, 
which is within a month after Easter, and within a month after Michaelmas. In this 
court baron the homage-jury are to inquire that their lords do not lose their serrices, 
duties or custom ; but that the tenants make their suits of court, pay their rents and 
heriois, &c, and keep their lands and tenements in repair ; they are to present all 
common and priyate nuisances which may prejudice the lord's manor; and erery 
publie toeapass must be punished in this court, by amercement, on presenting the 
same. By statute [^Esetenia Manerii^ 4 Edward I.] it shall be inquired of customary 
tenanta what they hold, by what works, rents, heriots, serrioes, &c. And of the 
lord's woods and other profits, fishing, &c. (See chap. x. secc. ix. xi. and xiii.) 

^ For Bobert de Lathum see note 50 p. 7 a ante. In i3aa a Bobert de Lathum 
hdd part* of laea in Childwall, Wrightington and Brocholes. Adam de Heton we 
eaanoi traee. William le Botiller was the son of Henry and his wife Sibilla. He 
also married a Sibilla, and was lord of Warrington in 1397-8. The three townships 
held for out knight's fee by fire persons were in different hundreds ; Farbold being 
in the parish of Ecdeston and hundred of Leyland, four miles west from Standish ; 
Wrightington is an adjoining township in the same parish and hundred; whilst 
Dalton is in the parish of Wigan (fire miles N.N.W. of it) and in the hundred of 
Weat Derby. In the time of John la Warre ninth baron of Mameoestre (the first of 
hia CuBily) it is stated thai he and Sir William Boteler knight and their tenants held 
nine and one-third and one twenty-fourth knights' fees in thirty-one townships, 
amongst which are " Dalton in Derby, Farbold and Wrightington in Leylandshire." 
These they held of the honour of Tutbury, which was held of the honour of Lancaster. 

X 



The same Bobert holds OhUde-wall for the moiety of one knight's fee, 
and does suit from court to court. 

William de Worthington holds WortTiing-Um for the half of one 
knight's fee, and does suit from court to court.^ 

William, son of William de Anderton, and Almeria his wife, hold 
Bome-warth for the third part of one knight's fee, and do suit from 
court to court.** 

Alexander de Filkynton holds FUkyn-ton for the fourth part of one 
knight's fee, and does suit.** 

The manor of Barton with the membersy is held for one knight's fee, 
and is in the hand of the lord.** 

He-ton is held for [or as] the fourth part of one knight's fee, and is in 
the hand of the lord. The sum [or total] of the fees [is left blonk.]^ 

ADVOWSONS OF CHUECKES. 

There are in the same [baronj] three churches, which belong to the 
gift of the lord, namely the church of Mame-eestre CO. M. [two hundred 
marks, or 133/. 6s. SdJ] Childe-welle,^ which is worth CC. marks, and 
AyS'ton [Ashton-under-Zyne] zz marks [13/. 6s, Sd,] 



" ThiB or another William de Worthington held Worthington for 4ia]f a kiijg;hi*e 
fte in 1 322. (See ohap. tvi. poH,) 

*■ In 1323 Richard de Hnlton held one-third of a knight's fee in Bumworth tod 
Lestoo. 

** This Alexander (son of Alexander ten^. King John) was lord of Pilkingtom in 
the 7 Edward I. (1278-9). His eldest son was Boger, who had free warren in 1291. 
(See note 32 p. 79.) 

s The manor of Barton was a member of the barony of Mameoestre^ and in 12S2 
was npt granted to any sub-feadatorj, but was held by Bobert de Qreslet, aerenth 
baron, in his own hand, till his death : so that it was one of the possessions which 
fell to the custody of Amadeus de Savoy during the long minority of Thomas, eighth 
baroD. 

" This Heton is Heaton Norrisi and it was in 1282 held by the baron of Mame- 
oestre himself. 

V It does not appear why the ohuroh advowsons of Mameoestre and GhildwaU 

should be worth each 133L 6#. 8(i. and that of Ashton-nnder-Lyne less by lool. *l»n 

* either. The total yalue of the three adyowsons was foor hundred and twenty marks 

or 2502., which multiplied fifteen-fold giyes as the equivalent in our present money 
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WEIT TO THE SHBEIFF. 

WE HAVE INSPECTED moreover another writ of the same 
progenitor of ours, to his sheriff of Lancashire directed, and into the 
same chancery returned, in these words : — 

EDWABD <fec. king of England Ac. to the sheriff of Lancashire 
greeting. Inasmuch as Eobert Grelle, who held of us in chief, is 
deceased [" in diem clausum extremum"] that we may receive them we 
command thee, that all lands and tenements of which the same Bobert 
was seised in [his] demesne as of fee, in thy bailiwick, on the day on., 
which he died, without delay you take into our hand, and make safe 
keeping thereof, until we shall therein further command you. And, 
by the oaths of honest and lawful men of thy county, by whom the 
truth of the matter may be better known, do thou diligently inquire 
how much land the same Eobert held of us, in chief, in thy bailiwick, 
on the day on which he died, and how much of others, and by what 
service, and how much his land was worth by the year, in all issues, 
and who his next heir may be, and what his age. And this inquisi- 
tion, thus distinctly and openly made to us, under your seal, and the 
seals of those by whom it may be made, without delay is to be sent to 
us, with this writ. "Witness me, myself, at Diuises [Devizes] on the 
15th day of April, in the loth year of our reign. [1282.] 

We have Ikspectbd, in like manner, a certain Extent [or Survey 

and Valuation] before the aforesaid sheriff, by virtue of the said writ 

made, and into the same chancery in like manner returned, in these 

words : — 

THE SHEEIFE'S EXTENT. 

EXTENT taken at Mamecestre, before Henry de Lee, sheriff of 
Lancashire, by precept of the lord the king, on the Sunday next after 
the feast of the Apostles Philip and James. [Eogation Sunday, May, 
3, 1282] in the 10th year of Edward [I.] by- 
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jurors : who say upon their oaths that in the aforesaid manor at Mame- 
cestre is a certain capital messuage,^ with certain houses and certain 
gardens, the fruit of which and the herbage are worth yearly ij*. 

And there is there a certain little park which is called Ald^'c, the 
herbage of which, with the pannage, is worth yearly xxxiij* iiij*. 

And there is there a certain other park called JBlake-lee, the herbage 
of which, the wind-fall wood and pannage, and an aery of sparrow- 
hawks [sparvarum] are worth yearly vj" xiij" iiij*. 

And there is there a certain plot of demesne lands and herbage, which 
are called Brade-ford and Bran-hull, and are worth yearly xl*. 

And there is there a certain plot which is called Qren-law-nui of the 
aforesaid demesnes, and worth yearly Ixxvj' viij*. 

And a certain plot near the cross of Opvn-9hale, which is worth 
yearly yj» viij"*. 

And 'a certain plot which is called le Hulles, which is worth by the 
year adij* iiij**. 

And a certain plot which is called Keper-feld, and worth yearly iiij*. 

And there are there two plots which are called Mil-ward-croft and 
Sam-land [tVa Sam''], which are worth yearly ix*. 

And there is there certain land which is called Kyp^-clif, and worth 
iij' iij'. 

And there are there two parts of one oxgang of land in Den-ton, and 
they are worth yearly iiij* ij*^. And there is there a certain plot iajhrn- 
word [Fam-wortK] and it pays yearly v*. 

And there is there one water-mill, and worth yearly xyij" TJ* viij*. 
And a certain fulling-mill, which is worth yearly xivj' viij'. 

And there is there a certain oven, which pays yearly x*. 

And there is there rent of assise of the burgages in Mamecestre, 
which pay yearly, at the Nativity of the Lord, at the Annunciation of 

^ {Page 155.) This Ib rery nearly the same jury as that of the eacheator sitting 
ten days preyioosly. The only difference appears to be that the fourth juror of the 
esoheator was David — of the sheriff, Adam — de Hulton. This may, howerer, be an 
error of some transcriber. Compare the Tariations in the personal (which are sljo 
local) names of the two juries. Soriaworthe of the one la Shoresword of the other. 

» This capital messuage is doubtless the manor-house of Mameceetre, the baron's 
hall or yard, on the baron's hull or hill, now Ghetham's Hospital, School and Librsi7' 
For the valuing of the castle or manor-house, or other buildings in a manor, ^ 
cap. X. sec. i. 
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the Blessed Mary, at the Nativity of St. John Baptist, and at the Feast 
of St. Michael, vij" iij* ij*. 

The toU of the market and fair of the same [manor], at the aforesaid 
terms, vj" xiij' iiij*. 

And of the rent of plough lands [arariorum] near the vill, xvij' vj*. 

And of the rent of two oxgangs of land in bondage in Open-sal, at 
the aforesaid terms yiijV 

And the rent of xvj oxgangs of land in bondage, in Ovr-toUj at the 
aforesaid terms, Ldiij*. 

And of the farm of a certain plot of land in the same place, which 
is called '^ Sail land'' [t'ra aule] which pays yearly at the aforesaid 
terms, zz*. 

And of the farm of one mill in the same place xxyj* yiij'*. 

And of X oxgangs of land in bondage in Ader-wyh, with ix acres of 
land, at the same terms xliij*. 

And of a certain plot of land which is caUed Twanffordy and at the 
same terms vj* viij*. 

And of the farm of ten oxgangs of land in Oormesale [OrumpaaW] 
xl' at those terms. 

And of the rent of certain assarted lands there, at the aforesaid 
terms x» ij**. 

And of the rents of the free tenants, foreign tenants of the manor of 
Mamecestrey at those terms vij" ix' viij*. 

And one gos-hawk [onstoriu'] of Thomas de Aston at the EeaBt of St. 
Michael, and one barbed arrow of Adam de Leu'. 

And of the rent of Sakefe at the said terms xlix*. 

And of the farm of ward, at the Feast of the Nativity of St. John 
Baptist, xlix' ij* farthing. 

And of the isam of the Five Foot Bailiffs, for having their bailiwicks, 
at the aforesaid terms yearly C. 

And of the perquisites of the court of the borough of Mcmeeestre 
yearly viij*. 

And of the pleas and perquisites of the court baron, C*. 

And there is there a certain fee of Withm-ton which owes yearly a 
certain day's ploughing of xv acres of land, which is worth yearly 
vij* vj*. 

And a certain custom of the same fee to reap in autumn, belonging to 
XXI oxgangs of land, which is worth yearly ij' vj*. 
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The sum total of the extent of the manor of MameeeHre iiij iiij^ 
xij' V* ferthing [84I. i2«. 5JJ.] 

HETON NOEBATS. 

There are there in the demesne zl acres of arable land, with a capital 
messuage and garden, which are worth yearly xx'. 

And a certain plot in the said demesne which is called Mil-riding and 
le Sperte, and are worth yearly xx' at those terms. 

And a certain mill, of which two parts pay yearly at the aforesffid 
terms xiij* iiij*. 

And of the farm of the free tenants at the aforesaid terms yearly 
iij« X* hal^nny. 

And of the fiirm of eight oxgangs of land, in bondage, at the afore- 
said terms, xx'. 

And of the rent of xxiiij (?) hens {jallin:] of the said bondagers at 
Christmas [Natale] ij*. 

And of the rent of eight score eggs of the same bondagers at 
Easter iiij**. 

And pannage of the wood, worth yearly vi* viij*. 

And there are there two meadows, worth yearly at the said terms ij«. 

And there are there two pairs of gloves of Adam de Leu' yearly, at 
the Feast of St. Michael [September 29.] 

Sum total of this member of the manor of Mameeestrey iiij'' yj* iiij* 
halfoenny. 

BARTON. 

There is there a certain garden, with a plot of meadow outside the 
garden, with the fruit and herbage, worth yearly viij*. 

And xl acres of land of the demesne, which is worth yearly xrvj* 
viij*. 

And a certain fishery [or fishing] worth yearly xviij*. 

And two parts [two-thirds] of the mills, which are worth yearly at 
the aforesaid terms, xxx'. And a third part of these [mills] is in the 
hands of a certain lady, in the name of dower. 

And of certain land planted [or laid out, ^* t'ra posita"] at the said 
terms xxxiiij* viij*. 

The herbage of the wood, with the pannage, worth yearly ix". 

Of the assise rent of the free tenants xvij' xj' halfpenny. 



And the perquisites of the Hallemote yearly y*. 

The sum of this manor [Barton] vj^ xyj' ix' halfpenny. 

KEU'DLE. 

There is there a certain capital messuage, with a garden and two 
plots outside the garden, which are worth yearly yj* viij*. 

There are there six score [120] acres of arable land in the demesne, 
which are worth yearly at the aforesaid terms iiij". 

And xiij acres of meadow, which are worth yearly xxxiij* viij*; the 
acre being worth ij* vj*. 

And a certain pasture [past'a] which is called le Ward^ with le 
Wod-heye^ which are worth yearly xiij* iiij*. 

The pannage and the wind-fall wood are worth yearly xiij* iiij'. 

There is there a certain William who is free tenant of xij acres of 
land and ij acres of meadow and wood, by one dove yearly. 

And of the rent of the bondagers ['* bondor' "] yearly at the aforesaid 
terms, Iviij' x*. 

And of the rent of the cottagers yearly iij* iiij*. 

And two mills, which* pay yearly xx*. 

The pleas and perquisites of the Hallemote, iiij*. 

The sum of this manor [Keuerd-ley], ig" xij*. 

And it is known that this manor is held of the lord Edmund, and ij" 
is paid to him ; but it makes one suit to the county of Lancaster, and 
one suit to the wapentake of Derby, and it is of the constablewick of 
Chester. 

G^ffirey de Ohaderton holds of inheritance of Eobert Ghrelle^ one 
oxgang of land in Fax-den-Um by one penny, at the Nativity of the Lord, 
and it is of the fee of the earl of Lincoln. 

FOEEST.^ 

There are there viij cow-pastures [or yaocaries, *' yaccaria"] and one 
plot which is not a full yaccary, which are worth yearly xix*. 

* The pflAtore here called le Ward with le Woodhej, it named in the other inqni* 
aition Warcbe. Thia it not " the farm of Ward** prerioualj named in thia extent. 

^ In Norember 1 300 (Miohaelmaa, aS and 29 Edward L) in lome plea, proof waa 
giTen of the age of the heir of Eobert Orele (terenth baron) aa to landa in 00a. 
Lincoln, Suffolk, Northampton and Lancaater. — {Jhbrtv, Plae. ui nip. roi. 44.) 

* In Manwood*a Forut Law we are preiented with the foUowing ooriona riiymed 




The pannage of the same [forest], with the aeries of sparrow-hawkfi 
[" spuar' "] are worth yearly xl'. 

There are there three foresters, keeping the forest, who hare 
" escapia," and give yearly Ix'. 

The sum of the forest xxiiij^^ 

KNIGHTS' TEES. 

There are there y knights' fees, and half a fee, and the third part of 
one fee, namely, — 

John de Byron holds Withing-ton for term of life, for one knight'a 
fSae, and does suit at the court baron of Mamecestre from three weeks 
to three weeks. 

Eobert de Lathom holds [C]hocton : William le BotrUer, Balph de 
Gatterall, Geoffirey de Wnthington, hold Fer-bald, BaUUm^ and Writkith 
ton for one knight's fee. And Thomas de Aston does suit at the court 
for the same holding. 

And the same Sobert holds Tur-ton and another Tur-tan for the fourth 
part of one fee, and does suit. 

The same Sobert holds Ohilde-wall for the half of one fee, and does 
suit from court to court. 

William de Worthington holds the same place [Worthington] for 
half of one knight's fee, and does suit from court to court. 

William son of William de Anderton and Amery [Amaria] his wife 
hold Beme-worth, for the third part of one fee, and do suit from court to 
court. 

" Oath of the inhkbitaata of the foreet, being of the age of twelTe yettrs, as the nnM 
hath been aoooBtomed and uaed of anoient time :** — 

You shall tme liegeman be 

Unto the King's Majestie : 

Yon shall no hurt do 

Hhe beasts of the forest unto ; 

Nor anything unto, 

Thtit doth bdong thereto : 

The offences of others you shall not conceal^ 

But to the utmost you shall them rereal 

Unto the Officers of the forest, 

Or to them that may see the same redrest. 

AU these things you shall see d<me^ 

So help you Qod at 's holy doom. 
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Alexander de Pilkynton holdfl that place [Pilkjm-ton] fop the fourth 
part of one foe, and does suit. 

The manor of Bar-ton with the members is held for one fee, and is in 
the hand of the lord. 

He-ton is held for the fourth part of one fee, and is in the hand of the 
lord. 

ADVOWSONS OF CHUECHES. 

There are three churches, which belong to the gift of the lord; 
namely, the church of Mame-ceatrey which is worth yearly CC. marks 
[133^. 6*. 8J.] 

The church of ChUd-fff alley which is worth yearly CC. marks. 

And the church of As-tony which is worth yearly xx marks. [13Z. 
6*. 8J.] 

The sum total of the extent of the aforesaid manor [of Mamecestre], 
with the members, as is shown herein below, and with the forests, is 
Cxxxj" vij* yiij** farthing. From which there ought to be deducted for 
the farm due to the lord Edmimd** of ancient custom, vi" xvj*. And 
there will remain clear Cxxiiij" xj* viij** farthing. 

And it is known that the manors of Mamecestrey Seton and Barton, 
are held of the lord Edmund, of the honour of Lancastery by the ser- 
vice of doing suit to the coimty of Lancaster and to the wapentake of 
8alford. 

And the earl of Ferrars** had the homage and service of the ancestors 
of the said Bobert, of [or for] the aforesaid manors. 

Nothing was held by the same Eobert on the day on which he died of 
the lord the king in chief, in the aforesaid manors. 

Thomas, son of the aforesaid Eobert, is his next heir, and will be of 

^ The lord Edmund was Edmtind Flantagenet (called ''Edmirnd Orouchback'*) 
•econdson of Henry III., who was created first earl of Lancaser, 30th June 1267. 
He died in 1295. 

^ It is doubtful whether there was an earl of Ferrers in 1282. Robert de Ferrers 
earl of Derby, Nottingham, &c., was dispossessed of his earldoms in 1265, and died 
in 1278. His lands were conferred on Edward Flantagenet, afterwards earl of Lei- 
cester and Lancaster. The first baron (by writ) Ferrers of Chartley was John, son 
and heir of Eobert eight and last (Ferrers) earl of Derby. John was summoned to 
parliament from 6th February 27 Edward I. (1299) to 19th December 5 Edward II. 
(131 1) and died in 1324. He might bear the title, however, in 1282. 

Y 



the age of three years at the Feast of St. Lawrence [? August lo] next 
coining. 

And the same Eobert closed his last day [" diem clausit extremum"] 
on the rvth February. 

EXEMPLIFICATION. 

Now the tenor of the aforesaid writs and inquisitions, at the require- 
ment of Ralph Prestwych, Esq.,^ we have caused to be exemplified 
by these presents. In testimony of which matter, these our lettera 
we have caused to be made patent. Witness me, myself, at West- 
minster, the 29th day of May, in the fifth year of our reign [1513 ?] 
(Signed) , Smyth. 

Examined by 

John Frank 

and .Clerto. 

Thomas Smyth,. 
(Endorsement.) 
Inspeximus of An Inquisition shewing the extent of y' man' of 
Manchester, taken temp. Edward j. 

(Another.) 
ist Inq. taken before Thomas de NormanviUe, escheator, ultr' trent. 
2nd by the sheriff of Lancashire, Henry de Lee loth y' Edward I. 
[1282], both taken 10 Edward j. at the death of Eobert Gh^e, who 
found Tho: his heir. 

(Another^ modem.) 

29 May, 5 Henry the 8th (?) [1513.] 
To present the results of these two inquiries at one view, pre- 
serving the terms of both records, they have been cast into the 

^ Balph Freetwych Esq. was the son and joint heir of Ellis Prestwyche, — (^^^o 
bequeathed the manor of Holme or Hulme to four trustees to the use of his vill 
(loth April 1473) — and of Isabella his wife, daughter of Thurstan Tyldesley. This 

Balph married Elizabeth , and on the 4th May 1538 granted messuages and laods 

to Thomas Beck, Thomas Bolton and Bobert Prestwyche, chaplain, in Hobne, 
Wythenshaw, Maoohester, Salford, Crompton and Crumpsall. It does not appear 
why he was a principal agent in obtaining the exemplification of these old ioquisi- 
tions ; but perhaps they had a bearing on some question of disputed title in bis day* 
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form of a modem reutal^ inventory, or account, the Boman 
numerals changed into the simpler Arabic figures, and as both 
documents agree precisely in every money item throughout the 

returns, those items are placed in columns between the two 

descriptions, as common to both: — 

E$ekeator, Saiurdajf, JprU 25, Sheriff, Sunday, Moff 3, 

128a. £. #. d, laSa. 

Herbage and fruit-gardens in manor Capital messuage, houses and gar- 

of Mamecestre o a o dens, fruit and herbage. 

Aldepark and Litheak herbage and 

pannage i 13 4 Aldparc, herbage and pannage. 

Blakele park, herbage, wind-fallen Blakelee park, herbage, wind-fallen 

wood, pannage and aSry of hawks 613 4 wood, pannage and a6ry of hawks. 

Demesne and herbage, Bradford and Demesne and herbage, Bradeford 

Brunhull a o o andBronhull. 

Grenlawemore, demesne 3 16 8 Grenlawmore, demesne. 

A plot near the Gross of Opinshawe 068 Plot near the Gross of Opinshale. 

Ditto Le Hules o 13 4 Le Hulles. 

Ditto Kepirfeld, demesne o 4 o Keperfeld. 

Ditto Milnwardecroft and Samland.. 090 Two plots, Milnewarde Croft and 

Samland. 

Ditto Kipirclif ©33 Kyperclif. 

Two parts of an oxgang in Denton 

(yearly) 042 Two parts of an oxgang in Denton. 

' Plot in Famworth 050 Plot in Fomworde. 

Water-mill there 17 6 8 Water-mill there. 

Pulling-mill.... 168 Fulling-mill. 

Oren o 10 o Oven. 

Assise rent of Mameoestre burgages Assise rent of Mamecestre burgages 

(yearly) 7 3 * (yearly). 

Tolls of Mameoestre market and fairs 613 4 Toll of Mameoestre market and fairs. 

Cottagers* rents (? yearly) o 17 6 Bent of cottagers near the Till. 

Bent of two ozgangs in Opin- Bent of two ozgangs of bondage in 

schawe 080 Opensal. 

Bent of sixteen oxgangs in bondage Bent of sixteen oxgangs of bondage 

in Gk>rton 340 in Gk>rton. 

Hall land, in Gk>rton (yearly) 100 Hall land, in Gk>rton. 

Mill there, farm 168 Mill there, farm. 

Ten oxgangs and nine aores in Ather- Ten oxgangs and nine aores b Ader- 

iswyke, bondage 230 wyk. 

Twantirford there (ye^ly) 068 Twant'ford (yearly). 

Ten oxgangs in Curmisale, bondage... 200 Ten oxgangs in Cormesale. 



JSteheator, Saturday, JprU 25, 

128a. £ #. 

Assarted lands there (B) 010 

Bent of free and foreign tenants, 

Mameoestre 7 9 

One soar goshawk, Thomas de Elstoa o o 

One barbed arrow, Adam de heyjr,., o o 

Bent of eak-fte 2 9 

Farmofwarde 2 9 

£Vffm of the fire Foot Baiiiffii 5 o 

Perquisites of ooart of borongh of 

mameoestre , o 8 

Pleas and perquisites of the covrt 

baron 5 o 

Fee in Wjthinton, ploughing of 

fifteen acres o 7 

Ditto, reaping of thirty oxgangs o 2 

Sum of manor of Mameoestre... £84 12 



Sheriff', Sunday, Uatf 3, 
d. 1282. 

2 Assarted lands there (B). 

8 Bent of free and foreign tena&ta. 

o One oustoriu', Thomas de Aston. 

o One barbed arrow, Adam de Lerer. 

o Bent of sak-fee. 

i\ Farm of warde. 

o Farm of the fire Foot Baili&. 

Perquisites of borough court of 
o Mameoestre. 

Pleas and perquisites of the oowrt 
o baron. 

Fee of Withinton, ploughing of 
6 fifteen acres. 
6 Ditto, reaping of thirty ozganga. 

6i Sum of manor of Mameoeatie. 



KeUm Norraye, — Fortj acres of de- HeUm Nbrra^, — Forty acres an- 

mesne, capital messuage and gar- ble, with oapital messuage and 

den 100 garden. 

Plot called le Milne-ridying and Le 

Sporthe 100 Mil-riding and le Spert. 

A mill, two parts yidd o 13 4 A mill, two parts yield. 

Farm of free tenants o 3 io| Farm of free tenants. 

Ditto of eight oxgangs in bondage... 100 Ditto of eight oxgangs in bondage. 
Bent of twenty-four hens, (?) at St. 

John Baptist 020 Bent of twenty-four hens. 

Bent of eight score [160] eggs at 

Easter 004 Bent of eight score eggs. 

Pannage of the wood 068 Pannage of the wood. 

Two pair of gloTes, Adam de Lerer 

(yearly) 000 Two pair of gloTcs, Adam de Lerer. 

Total of this manor, member of 
Mameoestre £4 6 4I Total this member of Mameoestre. 

BarUm. — Garden and meadow, fruit Barton. — Garden and meadow, fruit 

and herbage 080 and herbage. 

Forty acres demesne 168 Forty aores demesne. 

Fishery o i 6 Fishery. 
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Etckeaior, Saturday, April 25, Sheriff, Sunday, May 3, 

1282. £ s. d. 1282. 

Two parts of tbe iiuUb i 10 o Two parts of the mills. 

Third part in hand of a lady, in name Third part in hand of a lady, as 

of dower 000 dower. 

Land planted or laid out i 18 8 Land planted or laid out. 

Herbage and pannage of the wood .. 090 Herbage and pannage of the wood. 

Bent of assise of free tenants o 17 i j| Assise rent of free tenants. 

Perquisites of fibllemote 050 Perquisites of Hallemote. 

Total of manor £616 9I Total this manor. 

Keuerdeley, — Capital messuage, gar- Keurdeley. — Capital messuage, gar- 
den, and two plots 068 den, and two plots. 

One hundred and twenty acres arable One hundred and twenty acres 

%d. per acre 400 arable. 

Thirteen acres meadow 2#. 6^. per acre i 13 6 Thirteen acres meadow. 

Pasture called « Le Warche" and " le Pasture " le Warde" and the " Wod- 

Wodeheye" o 13 4 heye." 

Pannage and windfall wood o 13 4 Pannage and windfall wood. 

A free tenant, twelre acres land and One William, holds twelye acres 

two acres meadow and wood, by land, two acres meadow and wood, 

one e2oo0 000 byone^Zove. 

Bent of bondagers 2 18 10 Bent of bondagers. 

Bent of cottagers or ploughed lands 034 Bent of cottagers. 

Two mills (windmill and watermill).. 100 Two mills. 

Pkas and perquisites of Hallemote... 040 Pleas and perquisites of the HaUe- 

mote. 

Totalof manor £11 12 o Sum of this manor. 

Ibfwf^ of Sopeworih, — Eight Tac- 

canee, and another 19 o o Forest of eight tsc. and another. 

Pannage and a$ry of hawks 200 Pannage and aSry of hawks. 

Three foresters giye 300 Three foresters giye. 

Sum of the forest £24 o o Sum of the forest. 



Sum total of manor of Mameoestre 
and its members, with the forests.. 131 7 

Deduct farm due to Uie lord Ed- 
mund 6 16 



Sum total of manor of Mamecestre 
8i and its members, with the forests. 

Deduct farm due to the lord Ed- 
o mund. 



Bamains dear £124 11 8i Bemains dear. 



BnAeaiar, Satwrday^ April 25, 

1382. £ 9, d. 
Adwfwsom, — Mameoestre two hun- 
dred marks 133 6 8 

Childewelle two hnn- 

dred marks 133 6 8 

Ayston (ABhton-mider- 
Ljne) twenty marks. 13 6 8 



Sherif, Sundi^, Jfoy 3, 
1282. 
AdoowiOM, — Mameoestre two hiu* 
dred marks. 
Ohildewall two hns- 

dred marks. 
Ast onCAshton-nndff- 
L7ne)twentymazl]. 



£270 10 o 



Adding together tlie nett issues of the manor and forest, with 
those of its mesne manors, and also the advowsons of the three 
churches, we have the yearly sum of 395/. is. S^d,, which, multi- 
plied by fifteen, gives as the equivalent amount in our present 
money (5,926/. ^s. 74rf.) nearly 6,000/. a year, showing a very 
extensive estate, and a large revenue for the lord of the manor of 
Mamecestre, in the year 1282. 

We have not yet done with royal writs and sheriff's inquiries 
relative to the death, the possessions, and the heir of Robert 
Greslet. Besides the writ to the escheator of 12th March, an- 
swered by the inquisition of the 25th April, and the writ to the 
sheriff of the 15th April, answered by the extent of the 3rd May, 
there was a third writ issued, this time to the sheriff, on the 24th 
May, answered by an extent on the 12th September, — all these 
dates being in the same year, 1282. Among the public records in 
the custody of the master of the rolls (pursuant to the statute of 
the 1 and 2 Vict. cap. 94) formerly preserved in the Tower of 
London, but now in the Office of Public Records, are copies of a 
writ and an inquisition (10 Edward I. [1282] No. 20), of which 
the following transcripts have been officially made, for the purposes 
of this work : — 

[BREVE. 24 Maij, 1282.] 
EDWARD Dei gra Rex Angl Dns Hifcn et Dux Aqui? Vic 
Lane Saif Quia cciorari volum*' sup [? sacru] vero valore feodo^ 
milit et advocacionu ecclia^ ptinenciu ad MaSium de Mamecestr 
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quod fnit Bofcti Grelle defbncti qui de nofc tenuit in capite tibi 
pcipim"! qd p sacrm pbo^ et leg hominu de Com tuo p quos rei 
Veritas melius sciri potit pdea feoda et advocates diligen? extendi 
fac qntum yideit valeant p annu ut in dnicis Svieiis et in omib} 
aliis exitib}. Et extetam illam inde distlcte et apte foam nob 
sab sigillo tuo et sigitt eo^ p quos fea fuit sine ditoe mittas et hoc 
bre. T. me ipo apd Hertlebur xxiiij die Maij anno r. nl declo. 

[EXTENTA. 12 Sept. 1282.] 

Extenta fca apd Mam^cestr coram Hnr de Lee Vic Lane die 
SaUSi px an fm Exalta^is See Crucis anno r R. Edw* x® de vero 
valore feodo^ militu et advoca^m ecciaj^ que tenebant' de Robo 
Grelle in MaSlio Mamecestr p Hnr de iTfford Dayid de Hulton 
Alex de Pilkington Bic de Badeclif Elis de Leure Ric fit Dd Bic 
f Job Bic de Workedele Thorn de Aston Bobtm de Shoresword 
Bobm Untoun et John de Bilandes qui diit p sc^'m suu qd villa de 
Wythington cu feodo suo tenet' p j feodo militis et valet p annu 
de daro ut in dnicis Sviciis et omib} exitib} xxx^. Et qd villa de 
Pilkington cu ptinciis tenet' p qrta pte uni*' feodi et valet p annii 
de claro x^. Et qd Worthington Copphul cu ptinc tenet' p di feod 
uni*' mili? et valet p annu de claro C. 3. Et qd Childwatt tenet' p 
uno feodo milif et valet p annu de claro x M^rc. Et qd dns Jobs 
de Eirkeby tenet duo feoda milit et valent p annu Acb diio Jofai j 
d qr feofavit alios inde p j den p annu tenend. Et dnt qd Eccia 
Mamec cuj") advo% ptinet ad Ma&ium Mamec valet p annu CO. 
nf re. Et eccia de Childwalle cuj"^ advocaco simihr ptinet ad pdcm 
MaSu valet p annu CO. m^rc. Et eccia de Aston cuj") advoco 
similr ptinet ad Manliii Mam valet p ann xx^. 

(In dorso:) Dno Beg Angl vl ejus CancUar p Vic Lane. 

THE WBIT OF 24TH MAY 1282. 

EDWARD, by the grace of God king of England, lord of Ireland, 
and duke of Aquitaine, to the sheriff of Lancashire greeting.'** Because 
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we will have it certified upon [oath] the true value of the knights* fees 
and the advowsons of churches, appertaining to the manor of Mame- 
cestre which belonged to Eobert Qrelle, deceased, who held of us in 
chief, we command thee that, by the oaths of good and lawful men of 
thy county, by whom the truth of the matter may be better known, the 
aforesaid fees and advowsons thou shalt cause to be diligently extended, 
80 far namely as [to show what] they are worth yearly, as in demesnes, 
services, and in all other issues. And this extent, thus distinctly and 
openly made, to us, under thy seal and the seals of those by whom it 
shall be made, without delay thou shalt send, and also this writ. 
Witness me myself at Hartlebury,^ the 24th day of May, in the tenth 
year of our reign [1282]. 

EXTENT OP 13TH SEPTEMBER 1282. 

EXTENT made at Mamecestre before Henry de Lee, sheriff of lian- 
cashire, on the Saturday next before the feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross^ in the tenth year of the reign of King Edward [I.], of the 
true value of the knights' fees and the advowsons of churches which 
were held of Sobert Ghrelle in the manor of Mamecestre : By^ 

1. Henry de Trafford 7. Richard son of John 

2. David de Hulton 8. Bichard de Workedele 

3. Alex, de Pilkington 9. Thomas de Aston 

4. Bichard de Badcliffe 10. Bobert de Shoresworde 

5. Ellis de Levre 11. Bobert Fntoune 

6. Bichard son of David 1 2. John de Bilandes 

* {Pa^e 167.) The sheriff wm still Henry de Lee or Lea^ for a noUoe of whom 
see note 78, p. 188 ante. 

^ Hartlebury is about two miles from Stourport, co. Worcester. 

* The Exaltation of the Holy Gross is a fixed feast on the 14th of September, 
which in the year laSi (old style) fell on a Sunday, and the Saturday before it would 
consequently be the 1 3th September. 

* Of the jurors, DaWd de Hulton had served on the escheator's inquisition, but 
not on the sheriff's of May 3 ; and the following jurors of September had also 
serred in the two former inquisitions of April and May : — Alexander de Pilkington, 
Bichard de Badcliffe, Ellis de Lerer, Thomas de Ashton [or Eston], Bobort de 
Shoresworth and Bobert Unton. Of the new jurors, Henry de Trafford waa the Sir 
Henry who died about 1288, or his eldest son, who succeeded him in 1289 or 1290, 
who died in 1334. Bichard son of Dayid, and Bichard son of John, can only be 
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who say by their oaths that — 

KNIGHTS' FEES. 

Wtthington. — The vill of Wythington with its fee is held for one 
knight's fee, and is of the clear yearly value, as in demesnes, services 
and all issues, of 30Z. (Comp. p. 160 ante,) And that — 

Pilkhtgton. — The vill of Pilkington with its appurtenances is held 
for the fourth part of one fee, and is of the clear yearly value of loZ. 
(Comp. p. 161 ante.) And that — 

"WoBTHiNQTON CoppHUL. — Worthiugton Copphul with appur- 
tenances is held for half one knight's fee, and is of the clear yearly 
value of 100 shillings. (Comp. p. 160 ante) And that — 

Childwall. — Childwall is held for one knight's fee, and is of the 
clear yearly value often marks [6Z. 13*. 4J.]. (Comp. p. 160 ante.) 
And that — 

Sir John de Kyrkeby holds two knights' fees, and they are worth 
yearly to the said Sir John one penny fiirthing.^ He hath infeoffed 

the subjects of oonjeoture. Bichard de Workedele or Worsley was the son of Elyas 
de Workedlej, a vill or hamlet of Barton, which was oonvejed to Robert Greslet 
seventh baron, in 1276, by John son of Gilbert de Barton. John de Bilands we 
cannot trace. 

*^ Who was Sir John de Kjrkeby ? In this very year (1282) persons holding lands 
of the valae of 30^. a year, were to be provided with arms against the Welsh, and 
meantime a thousand men were ordered to be impressed in Lancashire. The king 
was also obliged to demand aid by way of loan from the religious houses, and from 
all the merchants in the kingdom ; and John de Kyrkeby was empowered to declare 
certain difficult and important matters with which he was entrusted — explanatory, no 
doubt, of the king's necessities — to the people of Lancashire. Now as churchmen in 
that day proved themselves the most astute statesmen and men of business, it is not 
unlikely that the king, in a matter where the religious houses were to be worked upon 
to give liberally, would employ a churchman. This John de Eirkeby, then, was pro- 
bably the same who was in the church a canon of Wells and of York, while in the 
service of the state he was the lord treasurer. And four years afterwards (in 1 286) 
his services to his royal patron were rewarded by his elevation to the see of Ely, of 
which he became the eleventh bishop. How he came to have two knights' fees in 
Lancashire we cannot explain ; but he may have been a Lancashire man, there being 
a Eirkby on the coast. The " Sir** prefixed to his name was used not only to distin- 
guish the knight, but also the priest ; and there seems fair reason to presume that he 
was the same ecclesiastic sent by the king in 1282 into Lancashire. In the chronicles 
of a book called the Greater Liber Som, it is stated that in 1280 (14 Edward I.), 

Z 
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others afterwards, to be held yearly for one penny. And they [the 
jurors] say that — 

ADVOWSONS. 

The Church of Mamecestre, of which the advowson belongs to the 
manor of Mamecestre, is worth yearly 200 marks [133?. 6*. %d,'\ And 
that — 

The Church of Childwalle, of which the advowson in like mamiep 
belongs to the aforesaid manor, is worth yearly 200 marks. And that — 

The Church of Aston \i.e, Ashton-under-Lyne], of which the adrow- 
Bon in like manner appertains to the manor of Mamecestre, is worth by 
the year 20Z. (Comp. p. 161 ante.) 

Endorsement, 
To the lord the king of England, or to his chancellor. Bj the sheriff 
of Lancashire. 



What was the cause of these three different inquiries within six 
months^ as to the possessions of the deceased Bobert Greslet? 
First let us see what the writs required. That to the escheator 
directs him to take and hold for the king all the lands and tene- 
ments of which Oreslet was seised as of fee^ at his death ; and to 
impannel a jury to inquire what land^ fee, Greslet held of the 
king in chiefs and what of other chief lords, and by what service; 
also the yearly value of all these lands and tenements, includiug 
demesnes, rents, villenages, knights' fees, advowsons of churches, 

the mayor, sheriffs, aldermen, and other dignitaries of London were summoned to 
appear on the 29th June before John de Kirkebj, treasurer, and the other jnsticien 
of the king, in the Tower ; when the mayor resigned his mayoralty before entering 
the Tower ; whereupon the said John de Kirkeby took the mayoralty and liberties of 
London into the king's hand, because the city was found to be without a mayor. The 
king then gave the citizens a warden in place of mayor. — {JLiher Albus), There was, 
howerer, another John de Kirkeby, who was remembrancer of the exchequer in 19 
Edward L (1290-91), and who, with certain others, was appointed to reoeive petitions 
to the parliament in 1305 (33 Edward I.), at the dissolution of which, he alone wa« 
authorised to gire briefs to the members to receire their wages in the several ooontiss* 
He died in the i Edward II. 1307. — (Foss's Judges of England^ vol. iii. p. Ui.) 



and all other issues of land. Also who was Oreslet's rightful 
heir, aud what his age. The first writ to the sheriff (15th April) 
is for the most part in very similar terms to that directed to 
the escheator; save that it does not enumerate the various kinds 
of issues from the lands ; nor does it include any inquiry as to the 
heir. The returns to both these writs were^ as we have seen, — 
and as was most likely to be the case when both inquiries were 
made before the same jury, — almost precisely identical, and cer- 
tainly agreed exactly in all the items and in the sum total of the 
money values. The third writ of the year, the second writ to the 
Bheriff (May 24) was issued only three weeks after the sheriff's 
return to the April writ; and its inquiry is more limited. It 
directs the sheriff to summon a jury to inquire as to the true value 
of the knight's fees and the advowsons of the churches, apper- 
taining to the manor and belonging to the deceased Greslet ; and 
to make an extent or valuation as to what was their yearly value, 
as in demesnes, services, and in all other issues. Of the twelve 
jurors impannelled under this writ seven had served on one or 
both the former inquiries. The value of the knight's fee is not 
given in either of the former inquisitions, and it may be stated 

thus : — 

Yearly Value. 

Knts.Fee, Where, £ s, d, 

I Withington, in demesne, &c 30 o o 

0} Filkington 10 o o 

oi Worthington Cophull 5 o o 

1 Childwall 6 13 4 

2 Held by Sir John de Kyrkeby o o li 

The jurors return the advowsons of the churches of Mamecestre 
and Childwall at 133/. Gs. 8 J. each, as in both the former inquisi- 
tions; but whereas those gave the value of the advowson of 
Ashton-under-Lyne as twenty marks, or 13/. 68. 8 J., this states it 
distinctly as of the yearly value of 20/. The later inquisition 
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therefore reveals that in some way the sub-infeudation of Sir John 
Eirkeby was held by him for two knights^ fees^ and apparently 
sub-granted by bim^ at an amount purely nominal^ though worth 
yearly about 60/. Also that the value of the Ashton advowwn 
had been under-stated at 13/. 6s. 8d., being really worth 20/. a 
year. While, therefore, it is by no means clear why a writ of 
inquiry to the sheriff should have been issued before the retam 
had been made to that directed to the escheator, — unless perhaps 
it was supposed that there had been undue delay^ or that the 
sheriff was the proper officer to conduct the inquiry, — we can see 
good reason for issuing the later writ to the sheriff, from its dis- 
closing the values of the knights' fees, and showing that in one 
case two fees, worth perhaps 60/., brought nothing to the chief 
lord of the fee ; and also from the true value being ascertained of 
an advowson which had been considerably under-estimated in 
both the former inquiries.*^ 

*' As a document illustrating the rental of the same period, we take the followio; 
extract from a rent-roll of Edmund, earl of Lancaster, in Salford town and hnndred, 
in the 10 Edward I« (1281-a) as set forth in the surrey of Lonsdale in the 35 £d< 
ward L (1297) preeerred amongst the Harl, MS8, {Cod, 2085, fol. 528, b.):— 
" Extent of the lands of the earl in the wappentaoh of Launsdale, in co. Lancashii^ 
25 Edward 1. (1297) at the death of Edmund earl of Lancaster [in Kay 1290], in 
the Tower, amongst other things, &o, 

[^Salford town^ in the ({foresaid aocownt^ hy inquisiHon, 10 Edward I. 128 1-2.] 

£ s. d. 
Bent of assise of the town of Salford, with the rent of one 

toft near the bridge 6 14 9 

Farm of the water-mill there 300 

Toll and stallage of the market and &ir there 2 6 7! 

Small plots [or places] there o 13 if 

Fleas and perquisites of the court 020 

Total £12 16 61 

Salford Wappentaeh. — 

Assise rent of Burghton 280 

Assise rent of Ordesale i 12 o 

Assise rent of Oadeuelheued 040 
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Assuming that at this period the town of Mamecestre was not 
a firee borough^ or a borough at all^ but simply a market town^ 
with certain privileges and liberties enjoyed from time imme- 
morial^ it would probably come within the regulations of the 
watch and ward instituted about this time. The statute of Win- 
chester of 8th October 1285 (13 Edward I. statute 2, cap. 4) 
enacts that for the more surety of the country^ the king hath 
commanded that in great towns^ being walled, the gates shall be 
closed from the sun-setting until the sun-iising, and that no man 
do lodge in the suburbs^ nor in any place out of the town, from 
nine of the clock [p.m.] until day^ without his host will answer for 
him. 

£ s. d- 

ABsise rent of Sc[h]ore8worth 020 

Assise rent of Tonge 040 

Farm of the land of Augustine de Barton 160 

Farm of the land of William de Badcliffe o 17 8 

Farm of the land of Roger de Midleton, in Ohetham 013 4 

Farm of the land of Alice de Prestwich, in Prestwich, Ho- 

lonet [? Heton et], Sholesworth 168 

Farm of the land of Boger Pilkington, in Boyington o 10 o 

Farm of the land of Cboffirey de Hulme, in Hulme 050 

Farm of the land of Alice de Prestwich, in Penulbury o 10 o 

Farm of the land of William Fitz Boger, in Radish 060 

Farm of the land of Biohard Pilkington, in Ohorleton i o o 

Farm of the land of Henry de TraflEbrd 050 

Farm of the land of Bichard de Byrom 140 

Farm of the land of Hugh Menil, in Werkslegh and Hulton 100 
Farm of the land of William de Bradshagh, in Blackrode 

(yearly) i o o 

Farm of the town of Clifton 080 

Sake-fee of the land of Bichard Fitz Boger o 10 o 

Moiety of the town of Flixton, for sake-fee o i 6 

The same rent, for the land of John de la Ware 4 3^ 

Bent of Jordan de Crompton o i i 

Farm of the bailiff, in serjeanty, there 16 o o 

Pleae and perquisites of the court of the wappentaoh there... 4 7 3 

£40 5 o 
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And the bailiffs of towns every week^ or at least every fifteenth 
day^ shall make inquiry of all persons being lodged in the euburbs, 
or in foreign places of the towns. And if they do find any that 
have lodged or received any strangers or suspicious persons, 
against the peace^ the bailiffs shall do right therein. And the king 
commandeth that from henceforth [the watch of] all towns be 
kept as it hath been used in times past^ that is to wit from the day 
of Ascension [a moveable fast^ from April 30 to June 3] onto the 
day of St. Michael [September 29] ^ in every city six men shall 
keep watch at every gate; in every borough twelve men; in every 
town six or four according to the number of the inhabitants of the 
said town; and shaU watch the town constantly aU night, from the 
sun-setting unto the sun-rising.^^ And if any stranger do pass 

** It Mems eztnordiiiAry that while this statute proTides for watching a city or 
town nightly from May or June to September 29, it containi no enactment for 
watch and ward from September 29 to Afloension Day, during the winter months 
and long, dark nights, when there is more danger of fire and thieyes. The watdi 
specified by this statute was popularly termed " the Midsummer Watch." Bat it 
may be that the closing the gates eyery erenlng at sunset, and the prohibition against 
persons lodging outside the gates, were deemed sufficient watch and ward daring the 
winter. It is remarkable that the first notice of watch and ward in the city of Lon- 
don occurs in the same year, 1285. For some cause King Edward I. substitated for 
a mayor, a warden, who was commanded to keep and goyem the citizens according to 
their customs and habits, the city being then " in the king's hand." There were then 
three principal folk-motes in the year. Ihe second was at Christmas '* to arrange the 
wards," which a note states was probably for the purpose of duly keeping watch and 
ward throughout the winter. As to keeping the peace, any person found wandering 
at night after curfew rung out, with sword and buckler, was to be taken by the keepers 
of the peace and put into the Tun [a prison on Comhill for night-walkers], till the 
morrow, and then brought before the mayor and aldermen for pimishment. No one 
was to keep a tayem for wine or ale open after curfew hour, under pain of amerce- 
ment, and for the fifth offence, forswearing that trade in the city. Amongst *' the 
ordinances which king Edward made when he took into his hand the franchise of the 
city" in 1285, are some against foreign herbegeours [harbourers] or hostelers not 
being freemen ; against the common women dwelling in the city : " and the king doth 
will, for the safe keeping and maintaining of his peace, that the watch [or wait, sf^yf] 
shall be set at night within the city in due manner, and when need shall be." The 
number in each ward to yary with the size of the ward ; " such persons must be 
strong, and with good arms, well able to defend ;" they are to make oath before the 
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by them, he shall be arrested until morning ; and if no suspicion 
be found he shall go quit ; and if they find cause of suspicion 
they shall forthwith deliver him to the sheriff, and the sheriff may 
receive him without damage, and shall keep him safely until he 
shall be acquitted in due manner. And if they will not obey the 
arrest, they shall levy hue and cry upon them, and such as keep 
the watch shall follow with hue and cry in all the town and the 
towns near, and so hue and cry shall be made from town to town 
until they be taken and delivered unto the sheriff, as before is 
said ; and for the arrests of such strangers none shall be punished. 

In a town like Mamecestre towards the close of the thirteenth 
century, if these enactments were observed, there would probably 
be four men to guard each gate ; the number of which gates must 
be stated only as a matter of conjecture. In later times there 
were probably four, — the Dene-gate, St. Mary's-gate, the Mill- 
gate, and the Meal-gate^ — still represented by the streets at 
whose extremities the old gates inclosed the town, viz. Deansgate, 
St. Mar/s-gate, Long Millgate, and Old or Short Millgate, — 
really Meal-gate, from the meal-house being in that direction. 

We have seen that in 1282 Thomas Greslet, at his father's 
death, was but three years of age. During his minority the cus- 
tody of the manor was given to a royal favourite named Amadeus 
de Savoy .^ It has been generally supposed that during Thomas 

tldermen, well and lawfdUj to keep ward, and withoat faTOur or oormption, to arreet 
and attach those who act and go about by night in breach of the peace, &a Towards 
the sustenance of the watch, all hostelers and housekeepers within the ward are to 
contribute. Those sworn of the watch, and not duly keeping it, to be punished by 
imprisonment. The arms for the watch to be provided at the cost of the people of 
the ward. — (See Liber Albus.) 

n Amadeus de Savoy, and not de Saulcy, as Whatton erroneously names him, was 
styled count de Savoy and was a courtier so high in favour with £dward I. that that 
monarch sent him to France to act as the proxy of prince Edward of Caernarvon 
(afterward Edward H.) in his espousal of the Princess Isabelle, daughter of Philip 
the Eair, king of France. Among the Cottonian MS8, is preserved a letter written 
by the young prince, then only fifteen years of age, from his house at Stepney, dated 
15th May 1399, in which he says in right royal phrase, "We do constitute and 
appoint a notable personage, Amadeus Count of Savoy, as our true and lawful proxy 



Greslet'a nonage two surveys of the manor were made^ viz. in the 
lo and the 20 Edward T.^ that is in the years 1282 and 1292. But 
this appears to be a double mistake. Instead of one survey made 
by the oflScers of the lord of the manor^ there were three inquisi- 
tions or inquiries before juries^ directed by the king's writs^ in the 
year 1282. The most diligent search has failed to discover any 
survey of the manor or enumeration of its issues and profits in the 
year 1292; and it is believed that the supposition has originated 
in error, by mistaking a figure in the regnal year '' 10'' for *' 20," 
the figures i and 2 in the MSS. of Eeuerden and others being 
often very similar in form. 

There are three writs of military summons to Thomas Oreslet, 
the eighth baron. Having been returned from co. Lincoln as 
holding lands or rents, in capite or otherwise, to the amount of 
40/. yearly value and upwards, he was summoned under a general 

and especial messenger, to ooutract the espousals, for us and in our name, with the 
aforesaid Isabelle,** &o. In 1303 the ceremony of affiancing took place, and the earls 
of Lincoln and SaToy, procurators of the prince of Wales at the court of France, in 
set phrase, plighted to the little bride the words of troth of Edward of Oaemarvon. 
The actual marriage did not take place till after the accession of the prince of Wales 
to the throne. — (Dr. Doran's Lwbm of the Prinee* of Wales,) It seems probable 
that Amadeus was a son or near relatiye of Peter count de Savoy. In 1236 Henry 
in. married Eleanor, daughter of the count de Proyence, niece of this Peter, who, 
coming to England, soon rose in the favour of the king, who granted him the honour 
of Bichmond (whence he was sometimes erroneously styled earl of Bichmond), and 
gave him the profitable wardship of the young earl of Warenne. Dr. Hibbert-Ware 
and Mr. Baines state (apparently on the authority of lord chancellor Hyde) that this 
Peter de Savoy was created earl of Lancaster ; but we have found no evidence of that 
fact. In June 1252 the "mad parliament*' assembled, and a "committee of gorem- 
ment" was appointed of twenty-four members, twelve chosen by the king and twelre 
by the parliament. Amongst the king's twelve was this Peter of Savoy. He built 
the Savoy Palace, London, and at his death (circ& 1250), his son being deemed an 
alien, it escheated to the crown, and Henry III. conferred it on his son Edmund 
Crouchback (so named from wearing a cross or crouch on his back, in token of a 
pilgrimage), through whom it became a possession of the earls of Lancaster. 
Amadeus seems to have been in as much favour with Edward I. and Edward IL as 
Peter was with Henry III. ; and amongst the substantial marks of this fisvour vras 
his custody of the manor of Mamecestre during the nonage of the young Thomas 
Oreslet, eighth baron, during eighteen years — 1282-1300. 
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writ, in the 28 Edward I. (1300) to perform military service 
against the Scots ; the muster at Carlisle on the Nativity of St. 
John Baptist (24th June). In the 29 Edward I. (1301) he was 
summoned from co. Northampton for the same service; the 
muster at Berwick-on-Tweed on the 24th June. In the 34 Edward 
I. (1306) he was summoned to perform military service in person 
against the Scots, or to appear in the exchequer to compound for 
such service. To muster at Carlisle in fifteen days of the Nativity 
of St. John Baptist (i.e. on or before the 8th July). 

The next valuation to be quoted as having reference to the 
barony and the manor is the ecclesiastical taxation or valuation 
for tithe of Pope Nicholas FV., made about the year 1291, and of 
which the following comprises the benefices then existing in the 

Deakebt or Mamecbstbe akd Blaokbttbite. 

Taxation, Tenth or Tithe, 

Church of Mamecestre £53 6 8 £568 

Church of Eccles (as believed) 20 o o 2 o o 

Priory of Lancaster (share in same) 2' 13 4 o 5 4 

Church of Prestwyke 18 13 4 174 

ChurchofBury 13 6 8 168 

Church of Middelton 13 6 8 i 6 8 

Church of Bakedale 23 6 8 268 

Church of Aston 10 o o 100 

Church of Flyxton 4 13 4 094 

Church of Blakebum, with chapels.. 33 6 8 368 

ChurchofWhalley, with chapels ... 66 13 4 6 13 4 

Totals £259 6 8 £25 18 8 

DsAinBBT OF Wabbikgtok. 
Church of Childwelle £40 o o £400 

We have now brought the documentary annals of the manor to 
the close of the thirteenth century. The greatest event in its 
history^ the grant of a charter to the burgesses of Mamecestre at 
the begiiming of the fourteenth century, must form the subject of 
another chapter. 

AA 



CHAPTER XII. 

LANCASHIEE TOWN CHAETEBS. 

Born in 1278-9^ Thomas Oreslet, eighth baron of Mamecestre, 
would attain fhll age in 1299-1300; his wardship to King Edward 
and the custody of the manor held by Amadeus de Savoj would 
then cease^ and the young baron would enter into the exercise of 
his rights and the enjoyment of his lai^e possessions. The opening 
of the fourteenth century was an epoch in the history of Mame- 
cestre. The young baron^ the last of his line, granted to his 
town tenants or burgesses a charter, confirming rights, privi- 
leges and immunities (many of them, doubtless, enjoyed ori- 
ginally by prescription), under which the town or borough was 
governed in the strictest feudal law and usage for upwards of five 
centuries. What the Magna Carta gave to the people of England 
at large, this charter, in a special and limited degree, confirmed 
and secured to the burgesses of Mamecestre. It is therefore a 
record of the deepest interest in the past history of the place, and 
deserving of the greatest care in its elucidation. Before printing 
its text, however, it may be well to glance at the earlier charters 
granted to the neighbouring boroughs and towns. The charter of 
the king to a town raised it to the rank and privileges of a royal 
or firee borough, and entitled it to send one or more of its bur* 
gesses to represent it in parliament. Of such parliamentary or 
royal boroughs in Lancashire, Preston appears to have been the 
most ancient, being first named a borough in records in 1 183 (30 
Henry II.) Lancaster follows in 1193 iS It'^chard I.); then 
Liverpool in 1200 (2 John). The fourth in age is Clitheroe in 
1329 (3 Edward II.) ; the fifth Wigan in 1399 (1 Henry IV.) 
Newton was of much later date, viz. iggS (1 Elizabeth) ; while 



Manchester (though only for a short time) held the parliamentary 
firanchise in the time of the Commonwealth. It is dear, therefore, 
that the charter of 1301 did not confer on Mamecestre the privi- 
leges of a royal or parliamentary borough; but that it was of a 
purely feudo-munidpal character. What, then, was the so-called 
borough of Mamecestre, as recc^nised and confirmed, rather than 
created, by the charter of 1301 ? Rightly to comprehend this we 
must go back a little. Both the Latin burgus and the Norman 
burff had in all probability their origin in the Anglo-Saxon borh 
or burh, meaning a pledge, and at first denoting a company of ten 
families, who became mutual pledges or sureties for each other. 
As these were usually neighbours, the boundaries which circum- 
scribed the neighbourhood came to be called a burg or borough. 
This practice increased as families drew more closdy and numer- 
ously together into hamlets. Tills and towns ; and in such towns 
as were included in manors, where all the land was the lord's, 
each householder paid to the lord a rent or acknowledgment for 
his house and plot of laud, — which was often a fixed quantity, 
usually behind the house (which of course fronted to some street 
or lane), and hence in deeds and court-leet records termed " the 
back side;'' the whole tenement or holding was called a burgage, 
i.e, a tenement in a borough, and its tenant a burgess. Boroughs 
and burgages existed in Saxon times, and many of both are 
expressly recorded in Domesday; though none in Lancashire 
appear in that surrey. Sodety being then divided into bond and 
free, the freemen were answerable for themsdves in borha or 
pledges ; while the villeins had their lords answerable for them. 
As town^ became boroughs, the old folk-mote became therein the 
port-mote or burgh-mote, and with the court-baron of the lord of 
the manor was exempted by its charter, or its privileges as a 
borough, from its free inhabitants having to follow the shire- 
gemote or sheriff's toum, an itinerating court, held often at some 
distance from the homes of its suitors. It is stated to be the 
distinguishing character of a borough that it should be exempt 
from the interference or ordinary jurisdiction of the sheriff of the 




county. Bargesses had returns of all writs^ and were quit of suits 
of shires or hundreds ; doing suit and service only at the lord's 
manorial court, — the court-baron, and the still more ancient 
court-leet. 

It will be obvious that a charter to a dty, town, or borough^ 
given by the reigning monarch, would be of more value, and of 
less easy abrogation by any opposing authority, than one from 
earl, baron, or other tenant in capite of the crown. But as the 
king granted charters to the citizens of citieS| and the burgesses of 
towns, — the barons and chief manorial lords, having towns within 
their manors or lordships, in imitation of the sovereign, by their 
charters gave to the burgesses of such towns various privileges and 
immunities.^ Thus the great earls of Chester gave a succession 
of charters to the citizens of Chester, with recognitions of yarious 
ancient rights and immunities. The practice was imitated in turn 
by the smaller barons and lords of manors ; and even the older 
charters were to some extent adopted as models. Thus when 

** By no class was the effect of the Norman conquest felt more seriously than bj 
that of the citizens and burgesses. Their Norman lord required of them an anncud 
rent, and various dues and customs. He commonly fEurmed these out to the highest 
bidder ; who, under the title of bailiff, became the chief local ruler of the oppressed 
citizens, instead of their own old elected port-reeve or borough-reeve. By degrees 
they bought back some of their old liberties. Their Norman lords found that tbey 
oould not extort so much by force as the burgesses would voluntarily pay, for the 
sake of getting rid of the obnoxious, petty tyranny of the bailiff^ and recovering their 
own local self-government. This led the king and other lords of towns to farm them 
to the burgesses themselves, who paid a fixed rent, and were thenceforth said to hold 
their town in fse-fSmn, or by burgage tenure. They also obtained charters, entitling 
them to elect their own chief officer, who generally took the Norman title of mayor 
(which Flintoff deduces from the British maer). Other privileges wAe similarlj 
purchased ; for a fine of money was almost invariably the consideration on which a 
charter was granted ; and the cupidity of the lords made them seek pretexts for 
declaring that a borough had forfeited its charter, in which case another fine for a 
re-grant was exacted. Besides these liabilities to the king, or other lord of the city 
or laud, the burgesses were liable to be tallowed ; that is, to have special contribu- 
tions of money levied on them for the lord's behalf, in the same way that aids were 
exacted by him of his land-tenants. — (Creasy on the ConHUutum.) For tallage 
customs see the charters (post) of Preston, Olitheroe, Salford and Hamcceatro. 
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Henry de Lacjr, — himself an earl, but one of the inferior barons 
forming the council of the earl of Chester, and also holding the 
hereditary office of constable of Chester under the earls of that 
palatinate, — wished to give a charter to his burgesses of the town 
of Clitheroe, his charter {circd 1283) grants and confirms to the 
burgesses "all the liberties and free customs'' "which are or have 
been enjoyed by the fi«e burgesses of Chester.''' Here the inferior 
copies the superior lord, in his grant. But even royal charters 
occasionally named the liberties of one place as granted thereby 
to another. Thus the charters to Liverpool of King John (28th 
August 1207) and of his son Henry III. (in 1229) gave to the 
burgesses of Liverpool every commercial privilege which was pos- 
sessed by the merchants of London, Bristol, Lynn and the other 
great ports of the kingdom. This imitative practice of granting 
to one place the liberties, &c., enjoyed by the burgesses of some 
other place named, — thus making the privileges of one place the 
precedent or model for another, — renders necessary a brief notice 
of the earliest charters to Lancashire towns, so far as they precede 
that of Mamecestre in 1301.^ The most ancient of these appears 
to be that of Preston, which precedes the Manchester charter by 
two centuries. 

** The munioipal priTileges of the earlier towns of England were mostly deriyed 
from Roman sources , with4;he addition of Saxon and Norman^ and a few lingering 
British customs and usages. These were enjoyed anterior to the grant of the earliest 
charters, and these charters, whether granted by king, earl or baron, must conse- 
quently be regarded rather as the formal confirmation and ratification of customs, 
privileges and immunities already Tcnerable from their antiquity, than the first 
accordance of such franchises. Indeed most of the early charters express this fact in 
plain terms, confirming to the men of the town, the burgesses or citizens, all the 
liberties, free customs and franchisee, which they hayc had from of old time, or which 
they haye eyer had. In Anglo-Saxon times the king had an officer called the king's 
reeye or receiyer, in a town, to collect and receiye therein the taxes and tolls due to 
the king; and when the king "gaye a town** to a queen, a bishop or abbey, the gift 
was simply of those dues or duties accruing to the crown from such town. Most 
Saxon towns were royal towns, haying no superior lord but the king. Others, after 
the introduction of Christianity, gradually grew up about episcopal sees, abbeys, 
priories, Ac., and eyentually received recognition and confirmation of their liberties 
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PRESTON. — A Borough. — r iioo. 
The corporation of Preston possesses a certificate^ under the 
hand and seal of Sir Tliomas Walmesley, a judge of the Common 
Pleas in the reign of James I.^ stating that he had seen a charter 
granted by Henry I. to the burgesses of Preston in the first year 
of his reign (iioo). This, it is said also^ appears "ex Bondell: 
Escaet: Anno i Henry III. num. 18." It is believed that this 
charter is the same document with what is called the ancioit 
^'Custumale'' of Preston, of which the pendant seal has been lost^ 
and which is without date. From the most accurate translation of 
the original it appears to commence thus : — 

These are the liberties of Preston in Amundrenesse. It grants — i. 
A guild-merchant, with hanse and other customs thereto belonging. 2. 

and immunities at the hands of their eodesiastical lords and protectors. When the 
king's reere or the lord's hailiff practised heavy extortions and grierous oppressions^ 
the townspeople purchased a charter enabling them to choose their own reeve^ and 
protecting them against the petty tyranny of the taxing officers of their anperior, and 
when the town was nnder the king the burgesses, whenever they could, inTariafaly 
bought the £uin of the king's dues for ever, which was called the fee-farm of the 
town. Such will be found to have been the case with Liverpool. As to the provi- 
sions of charters they were based mainly on the great mass of customs, which formed 
the old common law, the unwritten law of England (" lex non tcripia") anterior to 
the commencement of legal memory, i,e, aj>. 1189. To this may be added the 
liberties and immunities directly declared by Magna Carta and the statute or written 
law, subsequent to that year. It would be a vain and futile labour to endeavour to 
give the origin of each clause or provision of a charter of the Anglo-Norman or early 
English period, amongst a mass of old British and Bomano-British, Saxon, Banish 
and Norman customs and usages, modified as many of these were in their tranamia- 
sion from country to country, and their transfusion from race to race of men. 
Probably the great body of town-law in the thirteenth and fourteenth oentuiiea 
consisted of Saxon customs and usages, modified and supplemented by the require- 
ments of the Norman feudal system. The reader who would study this subject should 
consult for the old British laws the Triads of the Isle of Britain, Ancient Welsh laws, 
and the Laws of Hod the Gtood. For the Boman municipal law, Justinian's humutet 
and Savign/s JSUtary of the Soman Law, For the Anglo-Saxon laws, those of Ina, 
Alfred, Athelstan, Edgar, and Edward the Confessor ; for the Anglo-Danes, those of 
Canute ; and for those of the Anglo-Normans, the laws of William the Conqueror, 
the Domesday Survey, Magna Carta, and the earliest portion of the statute-book, as 
well as the legal treatises of Bracton, Fleta, &c. 
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Any bondman holding my land, and in the guild and hanse, paying scot 
and lot a year and a day, shall remain free in the town. 3. The bur- 
gesses to have soc and sac, toll and them, and in£uigthef ; and to be 
quit throughout all my land of toll, lastage, passage, pontage, and 
stallage ; land-geld, Dane-geld, grithwite [peace-breach], and all other 
customs throughout our land and domain, as well in England as in 
other our lands ; and no sheriff shall intermeddle with the burgesses 
concerning any plea, plaint or dispute, pertaining to the town, save the 
pleas of the crown. 4. To become a burgess, a man must come into 
court and give to the mayor [propositus or pr<rfectus, i,e, reeve or port- 
reeve] 1 2d. and shall take his burgage from the prsBtors, [?] giving to the 
prsetor's servant a penny that he may certify him to have been made a 
burgess in court. 5. If his burgage shall be a void place, the mayor 
shall admit him, so that he shall erect his burgage within forty days, on 
forfeiture ; if he does not erect it, he shall be in mercy i2d. 6. When 
any burgess shall challenge his burgage against another, and the tenant 
holding it shall prove it to have been held without challenge many 
years and days, and for one year and day shall prove himself to have 
been possessed of it, by the oath of two of his neighbours in court, he 
shall hold it, without contradiction of any claimant, for one year and a 
day. 7. If any burgess complain of any matter, and another challenge 
against him, the pl^tiff for judgment shall name two witnesses, and 
he may have any lawful person for witness and another burgess ; but 
the defendant against a burgess shall be put to his oath at third hand 
by his peers. [? Shall have two witnesses besides himself.] 8. The 
amerciament in our court shall not exceed i2d,, unless for toll evaded, 
and then the amerciament shall be 12s, 9. A burgess shall be bound 
to come to no more than three port-motes yearly, unless there be a 
plea agamst him ; and unless he shall come to some one great port- 
mote, he shall be amerced i2d, 10. The mayor shall collect the king's 
farm at the four seasons of the year ; and shall go once for the farm, 
and another time if he pleases, and (if not paid) shall take away 
[depanet hostiumi] the door of the burgage, and the burgess shall not 
replace it till he have paid his debt, unless at the will of the mayor. 1 1 . 
If any burgess buy any bargain or merchandise, and give earnest, and 
the seller repent of his bargain, he shall double the earnest ; but if the 
buyer shall have handled the goods, he shall either have the merchandise 



or 5«. [a8 rue-bargaiii] firom the seller. 12. If any burgeeB shall bare 
drink for sale, be sball sell according to tbe assise made by tbe bur- 
gesses, uless it sball be replaced by tbe tunnel. 13. A burgess sball 
not come to tbe mayor after sunset for any claim, if he is unwilling, 
unless tbe daim be made by a stranger. 14. A burgess sball aocom- 
modate bis lord out of bis bargain, tbe lord paying him within forty 
days ; if not, the burgess shall not accommdate him again until he shall 
pay. 15. No one can be a burgess, unless he hold a burgage of twelve 
feet in front. z6. If a burgess sell for more than the assise, he shall 
be in mercy J2d., and be who brought in [P bought or informed] 
nothing, so the burgess shall of the court have fuel, fire and water to 
make judgment. 17. If any be taken for theft, or breach of trust, and 
be condemned, he who sued shall do [or execute] justice. 18. If a 
burgess wound another, who shall be willing to agree amicably, be shall 
giye for every bruise the breadth of a thumb 4d,, and for evezy wound 
Sd, ; and whoever is wounded may prove what he has lost by the woimd, 
and the other shall return to him what he has paid the surgeon for 
healing the wound. And the arms shall be brought to him, and he 
shall swear upon his arms that he has been wounded, and such things 
have been done to him, and that, if his friends [? borhs] consent, he 
will take what is offered to him. 19. If one burgess complain of 
another burgess that he owes a debt to him and tbe other acknowledge 
the debt, tbe reeve [not tbe mayor] shall command him to avoid [i.e, 
pay] the debt within eight days, on forfdture of Sd, the first week, i2d, 
the second week, and so for every week till he shall render the debt. 
But if he deny the debt, and the plaintiff hath witnesses, he shall 
deny by a third band upon oath, and the plaintiff shall be amerced 
i2d, Tfthe defendant come with his witnesses and the plaintiff sbaU 
not come, tbe defendant shall be quit and the plaintiff in mercy. If the 
plaintiff be unable to come and send any one in bis stead before the 
court, be may take the defendant's oath. No plaint or forfeiture shall 
be set on any burgess in the court exceeding i2d. unless he shall be 
vouched to duel, and duel be adjudged to him ; but if duel be adjudged 
and waged, he shall be in mercy 409. ao. If a burgess marry his 
daughter or grand-daughter to any one, he may marry her without the 
license of any one. 21. A burgess may make an oven upon bis ground 
and take fiimage for one load of meal [or seam of com, 9umafaris] one 
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hal^nny ; and the owner of the meal or com shall find wood to heat 
the oven. aa. The bnrgeases shall not go to the oven or to the kiln 
[of the lord] unless they please. 23. If any one's kiln take fire, and it 
have one door, he shall give 4od, ; if it have two doors half a mark 
[6*. Sd.] 34. If burgesses, by the common council [counsel] of the neigh- 
bouriiood, travel for any business of the town, their expenses shall be 
rendered to them when they return. 25. A stranger may not share in 
any merchandise with the burgesses of our town. 26. When a burgess 
wishes to sell his burgage, his next of kin may buy it before any other ; 
and when sold, and he hath not another burgage, when the other shall 
be seised, he shall give 4^. from the issue $ but if he hath another 
burgage, he shall give nothing. 27. If a burgess shall be in mercy for 
[breaking the assise of] bread or ale, the first, second and third time 
he shall be in mercy 1 2d, ; but the fourth time he shall go to the cuck- 
stooL ["iW^ at Oucke^tolam.''] 28. If a burgess of the town die 
suddenly, his wife and his heirs shall quietly have all his chattels and 
lands, so that neither his lord nor the justices may lay hands on the 
houses or chattels of the deceased, unless he shall have been publicly 
exeommimicated ; in which case, by the counsel of the priest and the 
neighbours, they are to be expended in alms. 29. The wife of the 
deceased may marry whomsoever she please. 30. If any one demand a 
debt of another before the reeve, if he be unwilling to pay, the mayor 
[? reeve] shall render to the plaintiff his debt from the king's purse, 
and shall distrain on the other's chattels, to pay the debt, or he shall 
seise the house [burgage] into his hfmds. 31. The burgesses shall not 
receive claim from the reeve on a market-day, unless the claim be made 
by a stranger. 32. A burgess gives no transit [? toll or custom]. 33. 
A burgess hath common pasture everywhere [in the borough] except in 
comfidds, meadows and hayes. 34. If a burgess shall strike the mayor 
or reeve of the borough [two names for the same officer] in court and be 
convicted, he shall thenceforth be in mercy for the offence. 35. If the 
reeve shall strike any one out of court, he shall be in mercy for his 
offence. 3d. If a burgess shall strike the reeve out of court, he shall 
be in mercy 40*. 37. If a burgess shall overcome another, if he confess 
it, he shall forfeit 12J. ; if he deny it, he shall clear himself by oath. 
38. If any one carrying fS^lse money shall be taken, the reeve shall 
render to the king the false moneys as many as there be, and shall 
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account in the rent of his [the burgess's] fium for the goods, and 
deliver his body to the king for judgment. 39. Eegrators shall not buy 
anything sold on a market day to a regrator, imtil the bell be rung in 
the evening, nor on any day in the week, until that which he bought 
shall be in the town for one night. 40. The burgesses shall not go in 
any expedition, unless with the lord himself, unless they may be able to 
return on the same day. 41. If any one shall be summoned when the 
justice of the town shall be in the expedition, and shall not go, and 
acknowledge himself to have heard, he shall forfeit 1 2d. If he denies to 
have heard the edict, he shall clear himself by his own oath ; but if be 
shall have essoin [excuse], to wit, either by his wife's lying in childbed 
of a son, or other reasonable essoin, he shall not pay. If he is going 
with the person of the king, he shall not have essoin. 42. It is the 
custom of the borough that no burgess ought to be taken for an accu- 
sation by the lord or by the reeve if he have sufficient pledges. So of 
claim made in the borough by any knight, if duel be adjudged between 
the burgess and knight, the knight may not find a substitute, unless it 
be found that he ought not to fight. 43. If the reeve command any 
burgess by another than his [the reeve's] own servant, and he shall not 
come, he shall forfeit nothing. 44. No justice shall lay hold on the 
house or chattels of any deceased [burgess]. 45. If any one call a 
married woman a whore, and complaint be made, and witnesses be 
absent, she may clear herself by her own oath ; and he by whom it was 
said shall do [her] this justice, — he shall take himself by the nose, and 
say he hath spoken a lie, and shall be pardoned. There is the same 
judgment as to a widow. — This is the law of Preston in Amoundie- 
nesse, which they have firom the law of the Bretons.^ 

The next charter to Preston was granted by Henry 11.^ in all 
probability in the twenty-sixth year of his reign (1 179-80), It 
briefly confers upon the burgesses of Preston the privileges pre- 

^ What thie meauB is not yeiy dear. FerhapB that the law was deriTed firom the 
old law of Cheshire, called the Mereen-lage^ or Mercian law, which embodied in it a 
considerahle admixture of the old laws of the Britons or Welsh. This CuHmmale is 
a remarkable body of mnnioipal law, bearing date, as it appears to do, only thirty- 
four years after the Norman Conquest. A volume might be written in illustration of 
the singular customs and usages it sets forth, and their probable origin. 
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viously granted " to his burgesses of Newcastle-under-Lyne.'* As 
the Staffordshire borough's charter is lost^ it can only be supposed 
that the liberties usually granted to free boroughs were therein 
given. In a confirmation of this charter by King John, the 
privileges are described as ^' the liberties and free customs which 
the lord Henry our father gave, granted, and by his charter con- 
firmed, to the same burgesses; the whole toll of the wapentake or 
hundred of Amoundemess, and a free fair at Preston at the 
Assumption of St. Mary [August 25] to last eight days." Henry 
III. confirmed former charters; and Edward III. in 1328, after 
confirming all previous rights and privileges, further grants to the 
burgesses of Preston, "that they and their heirs shall have for 
ever a weekly market in the town, and a [second] fair in like 
manner every year, to last five days, — the vigil and feast of the 
apostles Simon and Jude [October 28] and the three days next 
following. Enough has been cited to show that Preston was a 
royal free borough, parliamentary and municipal. 

CLITHERO. — Borough. — ? 1147. 

The charter granted by Henry de Lacy, the first of that name, 
to the burgesses of Clithero, no longer exists ; but it is distinctly 
referred to in the oldest charter extant, that of Henry de Lacy, 
earl of Lincoln, drcd 1283. In this he grants — 

To our firee burgesses of Clithero all their burgages, lands, and tene- 
ments, with all their appurtenances, within and without the town, with 
all their liberties, commons and easements, to the said burgages, &c., 
belonging, excepting our wood of Salthull, Ac. We have also granted 
and confirmed to the said burgesses all the liberties and free customs 
which they have heretofore had of the ffift and grant of Henry de 
Lascy, our ancestor, — that is to say, those which the free burgesses of 
Chester have, and which at any time they have freely had or have or 
have used. We grant abo and confirm to the said burgesses the farm 
of the town of CHthero, with the issues and amerciaments to the said 
pleas and court of the town belonging, except whatsoever toll [there 
may be] which we retain to the use of ourselves and our heirs ; and 



laving to ub and our heirs plaints^ and trespaases made on our fineadi, 
by the said burgesses and others in the said town, — to wit, on their 
bodies; so that they who offend shall make full amends before the 
steward, or our bailiffs, according to custom and the law of the land. 
We have also given and granted to our said burgesses turbary within 
the limits of Bashall, <Skc. To have and to hold all the aforesaid, with 
all their appurtenances, to the said burgesses, their heirs or assigns, 
freely, peaceably, honourably and wholly, of us and of our heirs for 
ever ; paying yearly, therefor, to us and to our heirs ten maib \_6l. 13*. 
4J.] at the feast of St. Michael [September 29] for all services to ua 
and to our heirs belonging ; — saving to us and to our heirs talliage of 
the said town, when the Irmg makes talliage of his dominions, and the 
rest of the customs [dues], which the free burgesses of Chester do to 
their lord. 

Henry IV., by deed in the eleventh year of his reign {4th 
December 1409) granted two fairs to Clithero. But what free 
liberties and customs were granted or confirmed by the charter of 
1283, we can only learn from the charters of the earls of Chester 
to that ancient city, and from its Oustumak, or inventory of rights, 
privileges and immunities. It was natural for Henry de Lacy, as 
a feudatory and a chief officer (constable of Chester) to the third 
Bandle, seventh earl of Chester, to copy the grants of his chief 
lord; and we must, therefore, refer to three charters of this 
greatest of the earls of Chester and to the Costumale for informa- 
tion as to the rights, &c., of the burgesses of Clithero. None of 
these charters are dated. The first charter to Chester was granted 
by Bandle filundeville, seventh earl of Chester, some time within 
the years 1190-1211, during the constableship of Boger^ seventh 
baron of Halton, who is a witness to the charter : — 

I have given, Ac., to my •citizens of Chester their guild-merchant, 
with all the free liberties and customs which they have ever freely and 
quietly had in the time of my ancestors, in the said guild. And I 
forbid upon penalty to me of loZ. that no man trouble them thereof 

^7 Plaint (French ptainUy Latin querela) is the propounding or exhibiting anj 
action, real or personal, in writing ; and the partj making it is called the plaintiiTor 
complainant {querentes). 
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A second and longer charter was granted to the citizens by the 
same earl, also within the twenty-one years of Soger's constable- 
ship ; and its chief clauses are : — 

I have given, granted, &c., to my citizens of Chester, all the liberties 
and free customs which they have ever had, freely and quietly, in the 
time of my ancestors, — to wit, acquittances, releases, and recognizances, 
with the appurtenances, in the city of Chester for ever. If any citizen, 
&c., die, his will, &c. If any citizen, &c., do buy anything in open day 
before witnesses, <fcc. If any citizen, &c,, do lend any of his goods or 
chattels to any man, it may be lawful, <&c. If a citizen be slain in my 
service, &c. All these liberties and free customs I have given to the 
said citizens, to hold of me and my heirs, freely, <&c., for ever ; and I 
forbid that no man hinder or trouble them thereof, upon pain of lol. 

The unfinished clauses^ ending with " &c." will be found fully 
seth forth in the Custumale. The third charter, also without 
date^ is by the same earl^ and as amongst the witnesses are con- 
stable Uoger and Master Hugh^ Abbot, this fixes the date of this 
charter within the three years 1208-1211^ in the first of which 
Hugh Grylle succeeded to the abbacy, and in the latter Soger the 
constable died: — 

I have granted, &c., to my citizens of Chester and to their heirs, that 
no man shall buy or sell any kind of merchandise which cometh to the 
city of Chester, by sea or land, but themselves or their heirs, by their 
grant, except in the [two] fairs, Ac. Wherefore I will that my said 
citizens, ^., have and hold the aforesaid liberties of me and my heirs 
for ever, freely, quietly, peaceably and honourably. And I forbid, upon 
pain of loZ. to be paid to my use, any man troubling or hindering them 
of their said liberties. 

Succeeding earls granted other charters^ but the royal one of 
28 Edward I. (June is, 1303) appears to have conferred the 
largest immunities on the citizens, namely^ exemption throughout 
England and Wales from soc, sac, toll, them, infangethef and 
utfangethef, ftc. The following translation of the ancient Custu- 
male or Record of the Liberties of Chester, is from the only copy 
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of it known to be extant ; and it is singular that this should be 
founds not amongst the muniments and archives of Chester, but 
in a little box in the custody of the corporation of Clithero : — 

THE LIBERTIES OF CHESTEB. 

The major and citizens of Chester do challenge these liberties, to 
wit : — First, that the city of Chester is a free city, and that the fore- 
said citizens may by their own power choose yearly a mayor, on the 
Friday next after the feast of St. Dionise. [? St. Denis, bishop of 
Corinth, April 8]. But having [i.e. but he must have] first made his 
oath of the law of the king, and sworn to the said citizens to pre- 
serve the liberties of the city. Also that they may of their own power 
choose two sheriffs on the day named and in manner aforesaid, on which, 
at the command of the said city, the mayor and bailiffs thereof do make 
and perform their oaths. [The oath of the mayor and bailifiEs follows. 
It is chiefly of allegiance to the king, and defence of the rights of the 
crown, and thus concludes : — " You shall preserve the liberties of the 
city as much as in you lieth. You shall keep two leet courts in the 
year, if Cod shall lend you life. You shall look that the officers do 
their duties under you to the uttermost of their power."] The mayor 
and citizens also challenge to have two markets every week of the year, 
on the Wednesday and Saturday, and all things appertaining to a 
market. Also two fairs in every year in the said city, one on the 
feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist and the other on the feast of 
St. Michael the Archangel [June 24 and September 29], and all things 
belonging to a fair. They also challenge to have this liberty under- 
written, — to wit, acquittances, releases, recognizances, with their 
appurtenances, and the Fendice [a court, so named from its pent-house 
porch] in the city for them, their heirs and successors for ever. If any 
citizen die, his will, being reasonably made, shall be accounted strong 
and sure, in what place soever he shall die. If any citizen do buy 
anything upon the eighth day [? in open day], and before witnesses, 
and some man afterwards shall come out of France or England, who 
can reasonably reprove [? claim as his] the thing bought by the citizen, 
the citizen who bought it shall be quit from the earl of Chester and his 
bailiffs ; losing only and restoring the thing bought. If any man shall 
come to the bailiffs, who can reasonably disprove the thing bought, he 
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shall paj the price of it to the citizen, which the citizen can reasonably 
prove he paid for it. If any citizen, &c., have lent to any man any of 
his goods and chattels, it may be lawful to him to take no man in the 
dty for the recovery of his goods without the license required of the 
sheriff or any bailiff of the said earl. If any citizen be slain in the 
service of the king, his goods shall be disposed of as and if he had made 
a will lawful, and no man shall trouble them, their heirs or successors, 
upon pain of 20I. to be paid to the earL "No man shall buy or sell any 
kind of merchandise which shall come to the city by sea or land, except 
themselves, their heirs and successors, or by their grant, unless in the 
fairs holden upon the feast days of St. John Baptist and St. Michael ; 
and no man shall hinder or trouble them of the aforesaid liberty on pain 
of 10/. to be paid to the earl for his own use. And the said city doth 
challenge all their liberties and free customs to be holden of the said 
earl, &c,, to the said citizens, <&c., for ever. Yielding yearly to the said 
earl, 4&c., the sum of 20/. at the feasts of Easter and St. Michael by 
equal portions. And also they challenge that they may of their own 
power choose coroners in the said city so often as need requireth, who 
shall swear before the mayor of the city that they will faithfully do and 
execute attachments and pleas of the crown and of the said earl, within 
the said city and liberties thereof, and other things belonging to the 
office of coroners. And to have and hold all pleas of the crown which 
shall happen within their liberties, to be pleaded before the mayor and 
bailifs of the said earl in the court of the said city, and to receive all amer- 
ciaments and all other things which belong to the said earl in this behalf, 
or which they know the predecessors of the said earl to have been accus- 
tomed to receive before time. And also they claim to have for ever sac 
[and soc], toll, and infangethef and ut£uigethef, and quiet being 
[quittance] through all the dominions of the said earl, from '' theolonio, 
passagio, lastagio, marigio [P], passagio, pontagio et stallagio, dainguilt, 
guiltbitt,^ and all other customs, as well vnthin England as in all other 

*" TheoUmikm^ toll. — PoMMogium (Lfttin trcmntMm)^ is a free passage over water, 
or else the toll demanded for such passage. — Ixutagium or lastage is a onstom paid 
on wares sold by the measure called a last, as herrings, pitch, &c. — Marigimm we 
cannot find ; but there may have been some coast-toll on merchandise brought over 
sea bearing some such name. Or it may be a clerical error for murage, a toll levied 
on horses and carts for the repair of the waUs of a town or dty. In a charter of 



dominionB of the said earl. And also tliej challenge that if any do die, 
testate or intestate, [neither] the said earl nor his heirs shall cause their 
goods to be confiscated; but their executors or nearest friends shall 
have them wholly. Also that no bailiff or officer of the said earl, of the 
said city, shall attach or distrain within the liberties of the said city, or 
execute the office of bailiff in default of the foresaid citizens or [their] 
bailiff. Also they challenge that if any man be attached or apprehended 
within the liberties of the city [he] shall be brought to the prison of 
the said earl in the said city, to wit, to Northgate, there to be detmned 
and kept until he be delivered according to the law and custom of the 
said city. Also they challenge that they themselves or their goods, in 
what place or dominion soever of the said earl, shall not be arrested for 
any default, whereto they stand not either as sureties or principal 
debtors. Also they challenge to have their merchantable guild [or 
guild-merchant, gilda mercatoria] with all liberties and free custcmis 
which they ever freely and quietly have had in the time of the ancestors 
of the said earl in the said guild. Also they challenge to have all the 
goods of felons and fiigitives within the liberties of the said city whidi 
do amount to the value of $ol. or under, and if the said goods do exceed 
the value of sol. the said earl shall have aU the residue. Also they 
challenge that the mayor of the city shall have the office of escheator of 
the said earl within the liberties of the city, and shall be as escheator ; 
that every mayor at the time he is chosen shall come into the exchequer 
of the earl, before the justice of the earl or his deputy, and the cham- 
berlain of the earl and his heirs, or at least before the chamberlain, and 
shall swear &ithfully to execute the said office, and to make a true 
account thereof to the earl. The mayor and citizens by these words 

Edward I. to the city of London, the oitisens were declared " quit of parage, poati^ 
and mnrage." (See Liber Aibmt,) In the context we cannot think it means mmi- 
iagiimf^ the custom paid on a marriages The second time the word p agt rng h oceurs 
in the text is douhtless a mistake for petagio* Fesage is a custom or duty paid for 
weighing merchandise or other goods, and pesariw was a weigher. PofUagiwm^ 
pontage, was a toll taken from persona passing over a bridge. StaUoffium or stallage 
was the toll paid to the lord for pitching or erecting stalls (Anglo-Saxon cioQ or 
standings, in fidrs or markets. DainguiU (Latin Dane-gUdum) is of course Dane- 
geld, and OuiU'hitt is probably the small yearly payment towards the guild- 
merchants of those days. Or it may be a corruption for ga/cel-hU^ a sort of arbitrary 
rent or custom paid to the lord. 
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*' acquittances, releases, recognizances and patents" do challenge to 
liaye record and to receive all manner of recognizances, as well for 
peace-keeping as for all manner of debts, to what sum soeyer amounting, 
before the mayor for the time being, in their court there, called the 
Portemote, and to record, receive, and make releases and acquittances 
of the premises in the said court. Also to determine of all indictments 
and forfeitures in the said court, and to take issues, amerciaments, and 
fines thereof, to their own proper uses. And by these words "mer- 
chantable guild, with all liberties and free customs which they ever 
freely and quietly have had," they challenge that upon the Friday next 
after the feast of St. Dyonise, they may of their own power choose 
every year two stewards of the same guild, which be of the fraternity 
of the same guild ; who then shall swear before the mayor and sheriffs 
and other citizens, that they will truly and sufficiently make account of 
all money by them received, of any persons coming into the guild, and 
of all other customs of the said guild, which have been received time 
out of mind, and appertain to the said guild. That every one that is of 
the said guild shall be a free man in the said city, and may buy within 
the liberties of the city all kinds of merchandise coming to the city by 
sea or land. That no man that is admitted into the said guild shall buy 
anything within the liberties of the city without consent of the stewards 
of the guild. And for the maintenance of the said guild they may take, 
as their predecessors time out of mind have taken, these customs, — 
every ton of iron 4^. And by this word " sacke" they challenge to hold 
pleas in their court called the FendicCy before the sheriflfe of the city ; 
and all manner of complaints and pleas personal between parties, of 
every cause arising within the liberties, <&c., which do belong to a court 
baron. And also to have suit of all free citizens. And by this word 
" Pendice Court" they challenge to have in the said court all kinds of 
pleas and plaints amounting to any sum, and all pleas personal, and all 
plaints arising within the liberties of the city ; and also to have to their 
own proper use all issues, fines, forfeitures and amerciaments arising 
within the said court. And by this word " sacke" *• they challenge to 
have fines, issues, amerciaments and forfeitures, of and for all articles, 

* This 10 the seoond time that the Ciutumale explains what it claimed under the 
tenn " sacke." Perhaps this latter should be " soo" or " soke," which implies the 
liberty of freemen within the jurisdiction of the lord of the manor. 

CC 



complaints and pleas coming out of the said court, which do appertain 
to a court baron. And by this word " Portemote" they challenge to 
haye and to hold a certain court in the city every fifteen days, called 
the Portemote, in the common hall before the mayor of the city, and 
there to hear and determine all plaints and pleas, real and personal, of 
all lands and tenements within the city, and the liberties thereof^ 
arising or being ; and to make execution thereof. Also to reoeiTe all 
articles which belong to the view of frank pledge, by indictment in rolls 
or inquiry, and then to hear, and determine, and execute. And also to 
have and to hold to their proper uses all issues, fines and forfeiturai 
whatsoeyer proceeding out of the said court. And by this word " toll" 
they challenge to have and take toll for all kinds of merchandtte bought 
or sold within the liberties of the city. To wit, for every ship coming 
within the liberties of the city, with any merchandise or victuals, called 
"keile" [a keel] toll 4^. and to the clerk id. For every merchant 
having merchandise in the city exceeding the value of 6s. 41^., for hia 
toll on all his merchandise 4 J., and the derk id. And for every tun 
of wine 4J., and for every [blank, P ton or cart-load] of any kmd of 
merchandise coming in or going out of the city and the liberties thereof 
4 J. ; and if there be more merchants, every one of them 4£l. ; and for 
every horse carrying in or out of the city any load or &rdel [bundle] of 
merchandise or victuals to be bought or sold id. ; and for every horse 
bought 4 J. ; for every ox, cow, or heifer i^. ; for three sheep 4^., and if 
there be more 4J. ; and for every pair of wheels 4 J. And by this word 
*' Them" they challenge that every one bom within the liberties of the 
city [that] shall continue quiet within the franchises and liberties of 
the city, a year and a day — him and his goods shall be quiet from the 
earl, and from any others in the city of Chester. And by this word 
'* Infiuigthief ' they challenge that felons apprehended within the liber- 
ties of the city [the rest of the sentence is illegible; probably "shall 
be tried before the mayor and bailifis in the Pendice"]. Andby tiiia 
word " Outfimgthief" they challenge that if any felon of the city be 
apprehended for felony, without the city and county, the felon shall 
be delivered to the officer of the city to take execution. And also 
they challenge by this word " Theolonio" that they may be free from 
all toll for any kind of merchandise or any other things bought or 
sold by them, in any fairs or markets, or other places, as well within 
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the city of Chester as through all the comity of Chester ; and also as 
well throughout all England as in Wales and the marches thereof. 

There are of course many privileges and immunities of the 
citizens of Chester^ which could not in the nature of things be 
enjoyed by the burgesses of Clithero; — for instance its franchises 
as a free port^ and as possessing a guild-merchant. But enough 
remains to give the burgesses of Clithero very large liberties if 
duly claimed by them^ and allowed by authorities higher than 
that of their feudal lords the Lacies. And it does appear that the 
Clithero burgesses had a royal confirmation of their liberties : — 

In 1229 Edward I. conferred all the liberties and free customs 
granted in a charter of Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln, to the free 
burgesses of Clithero and their heirs, giving them their burgages and 
lands, which they had by the grant of the king's ancestors or of the 
said Henry ; and the same privileges as the burgesses of Chester ; — 
together with the farm of the town of Clithero, its profits and amerce- 
ments, and right of turbary. 



LANCASTER. — Borough. — 1 188 ? 

John, earl of Mortaigne or Moreton, before he ascended the 
throne, some time 1183-1189, probably about 1188, granted a 
charter to his burgesses of Lancaster, by which he gave to them 
all the liberties and free customs enjoyed by his burgesses of 
Bristol. His charter to that city grants and confirms — 

I . To my burgesses of Bristol, dwelling within the walls and without, 
as far as the boundary of the town, all their liberties and free customs, 
as well, freely and completely (or more so) as they ever had them in 
my time or the time of my predecessors, viz. 2. No burgess of Bristol 
shall plead or be impleaded out of the walls of the town in any plea, 
except pleas relating to foreign tenures, which do not belong to the 
hundred of the town, and that they shall be quit of murder within the 
bounds of the town. 3. No burgess shall wage duel, unless he shall 
have been appealed, for the death of any stranger who was killed in the 
town, and did not belong to it. 4. No one shall take an inn within the 
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wallBy bj aBsigmnent or by livery of the marshal, against the will of the 
biirgesses. 5. They shall be quit of toll and lastage and pontage, and 
of all other customs throughout my whole land and power. 6. No one 
shall be condemned in a matter of money, unless according to the law 
of the hundred, viz., by forfeiture of 40^. 7. The said hundred court 
shall be held only once a week ; and no one, in any plea, shall be able 
to argue his cause in miskenning. 8. They may lawfully have their 
lands, tenures, mortgages and debts, ' throughout my whole land, 
whoever owes them anything. As to lands and tenures within the 
town, they shall be held by them duly according to the custom of the 
town. 9. As to debts which have been lent in Bristol, and mortgages 
there made, pleas shall be held in the town, according to the custom 
of the town. 10. If any one, in any other place in my land, shall take 
toll of the men of Bristol, if he shall not restore it after he shall be 
required, the reeve [propositus^ of Bristol shall take from him a 
distress at Bristol and force him to restore it. 11. No stranger trades- 
man shall buy within the town, of a man who is a stranger, leather, com 
or wool ; but only of the burgesses. 12. No stranger shall have a wine 
shop, unless in a ship ; nor sell cloth for cutting, except at the fair. 
13. No stranger shall remain in the town with his goods for the pur- 
pose of selling, but for forty days. 14. No burgess shall be confined or 
distrained any where else, within my lands or power, for any debt, 
unless he be debtor or surety. 15. They shall be able to marry them- 
selves, their sons, their daughters, and their widows, without the license 
of their lords. 16. No one of their lords shall have the wardship or 
the disposal of their sons or daughters, on account of the lands out of 
the town ; but only the wardship of their tenements which belong to 
their own fee, until they shall be of age. 17. There shall be no recog- 
nition (?) in the town. 18. No one shall take tyne [? teind, tithe] in 
the town, unless for the use of the lord earl [John himself], and that 
according to the custom of the town. 19. They may grind their com 
wherever they shall choose. 20. They may have all their reasonable 
guilds, as well or better than they had them in the time of Sobert and 
his son William, earls of GHoucester.^ 21. No burgess shall be com- 

^ Robert, sumamed the Coiuul, wae a natural son of Henry I. He was created 
(first) earl of Glouoeeter. Djing in 1 147, he was succeeded in the earldom by 
William, his son and heir, who died in 1 173 s.p.m., and the earldom pasted to ths 



pelled to bail anj man, unless he himself choose it, although he be 
dwelling on his land. 22. We have also granted to them all their 
tenures within the walls and without, as aforesaid, in messuages, copses, 
buildings, on the water and elsewhere, wherever they shall be in the 
town, to be held in &ee burgage, viz. by land-gable [gavel] service, 
which they shall pay within the walls.^^ 23. Any of them may make 
improvements as much as they can in erecting buildings, on the bank 
[? of the Severn] and elsewhere*, so it is without damage of the borough 
and town. 24. They shall have and possess all void grounds and places, 
contained within the said boundaries, to be built on at their pleasure. 
Wherefore I will and firmly enjoin that my burgesses aforesaid and 
their heirs shall have and hold all their aforesaid liberties and free 
customs, as above written, of me and my heirs, as well and completely 
(or more so) as ever they had them in good times, well and peaceably 
and honourably, without hindrance or molestation which any one may 
offer them on that account. 

In 1199 the earl of Moreton, on ascending the throne as King 
John, abrogated his former charter to Lancaster so far as regards 
the liberties of Bristol, instead of which he conferred on his bur- 
gesses of Lancaster the liberties which the late king his father 
(Henry IL) had granted to Northampton, and confirmed the 
other grants contained in the charter. Of this charter we do not 
find a copy ; but amongst the most important liberties and immu- 
nities which it grants are — Quittance of toll throughout all 
England and the ports of the sea ; a court of pleas of all debts 
contracted at Lancaster; power to choose a mayor annually; a 
yearly fair of eleven days and a weekly market ; and the enjoyment 
of all other liberties and free customs of the citizens of London. 
This charter was confirmed by Henry III. in 1226. We see, 
therefore, that in succession rights and liberties were granted to 

hnflband of Isabel, his third daughter and coheir, John Plantagenet, younger son of 
HenrjIL 

*' Gbbel (jaheUa^ gahlwm^ gdblagimm) in French ^aveUe, it a term varionily nied 
for a tax, a rent, a tribute, a custom, a serrioe^ payable or to be rendered to the lord. 
Here it is treated as a service eqairalent to burgage tenure. 



the burgesses of Lancaster, such as were enjoyed by Bristd, 
Northampton and London. 



LrVEEPOOL. — Pebb Bobough on thb Sba. — 1207. 

King John, having exchanged lands with Henry Fits-Warine of 
Lancaster, became possessed of the town of Liverpool by deed on 
the 28th August 1207 ; and the very same day, by a short charter, 
he raised it to the dignity and privilege of a free sea-port : — 

We have granted to all who shall take burgages at Liverpul, ihst 
they shall have all liberties and free customs, in the town of Liverpul, 
which any free borough on the sea hath, in our land. 

The free boroughs on the sea at that period were London, Bristol, 
Hull, Lynn, Southampton, Newcastle-on-Tyne, &c. The second 
charter to Liverpool was granted by John's son Henry III. 24th 
March, in the thirteenth year of his reign (1229) : — 

We have granted, Ac., that our town of Liverpool shall be a free 
borough for ever, and that the burgesses of the same borough may have 
a guild merchant, with a hanse® and other liberties and free customs to 
that guild pertaining ; and that no one that shall not be of that guild 
shall traffic in any merchandise unless by the consent of the same bur- 
gesses. Also we have granted to the same burgesses and their hein, 
that they may have soc and sac and toll and theam, and infangethef ; 
and that they shall be quit throughout our whole realm, and throughout 
all the ports of the sea, of toll, lastage, passage, pontage, and stallsge ; 
and that they shall do no suit of county courts or wapentake courts, for 
their tenures, which they hold within the borough aforesaid. Also we 
have granted to the same burgesses, &c., that whatsoever merchaata 
shall come to the borough with their merchandises, of whatsoever place 
they may be, whether foreigners or others, who shall be in our peace, 
or who shall come into our realm by our license, may safely and securely 

*> Same (an old Gh)tIiio word) denotes a society or confederation of merchants for 
the good usage and safe passage of merchandise from one kingdom to another. The 
Hanse merchants had four principal seats or staples, with a house ; that in London 
was named the Steel Yard. — (Jacob,) 
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come to our said borough with their merchandises, and there safielj 
dwell, and thence safely depart, rendering therefore the right of due 
customs. Also we forbid that any one shall do injury, damage, or 
grievance to the said burgesses, upon forfeiture to us of lol. Where- 
fore we will and firmly command that the aforesaid town of Liverpool 
be a free borough, and that the said burgesses may have the aforesaid 
guild merchant, with a hanse, and other liberties and free customs to 
that guild pertaining ; and that they may have all other liberties and 
free customs and acquittances, as is aforesaid. 



SALFOED. — Borough.— 1230-31. 

Eandle Blundeville^ earl of Chester^ was created earl of Lincoln 
by Henry III. in 1217^ and his dateless charter to Salford, in 
which he sets forth his title of earl of Lincoln^ must have been 
in or subsequent to that year. The first witness to this charter. 
Sir William [de Vernon], justice of Chester, only held that office 
about two years, 1230-31, being succeeded in the latter year by 
Bichard Fitton. In all probability, therefore, the charter was 
granted in the year 1230, or early in 1231. The original docu- 
ment is still preserved amongst the archives of the borough, in a 
chest having three separate locks, the keys of which are kept by 
the mayor and two other functionaries, so that the chest cannot be 
opened without bringing the three together. A copy (Latin) is 
printed in Baines's Lancashire (vol. ii. p. 170), but it has been 
carelessly and inaccurately copied, and four of the witnesses' 
names are omitted. A translation of the charter was made by 
Mr. Thomas Feet, and printed for private circulation in 1848 ; but 
this also contains many errors; and it is therefore desirable to 
print a translation as literally accurate as possible, after collation 
not only with the original, but also with a copy (Latin) which is 
more legible, and which is now in the Peel Fark Museum, Salford. 
The granting clauses have been numbered for convenience of 
reference: — 



Bandle, earl of Chester and Lincoln, to all present and to come, who 
Bhall mspect or hear this present charter, greeting. 

1. Know ye me to have given and granted, and bj this my present 
charter to have confirmed, that the town [villa] of Salford may be a free 
borough, and that the burgesses dwelling therein may have and hold all 
these liberties underwritten. 

2. Eirst, that each burgess may have one acre of land to his burgage, 
and he shall pay for such his burgage by the year twelve pence, for all 
services which to that burgage belong. 

3. [The word " Also" at the beginning of each clause is omitted.] If 
the reeve of the town [or borough-reeve] shall challenge any burgess 
on any plea, and the challenged come not on the day, nor any one for 
him, vnthin the Laghe-mote,^ he is in my forfeiture twelve pence. 

4. If any burgess implead another burgess for any debt, and he shall 
acknowledge the debt, the reeve may appoint a day for him [to pay] to 
wit, the eighth, and if he come not on the day, he shall pay to me 
twelve pence as forfeiture of the day, and he shall pay the debt, and to 
the reeve four pence. 

5. If any burgess, vnthin the borough, through anger, shall strike or 
beat any burgess, without bloodshed, by view of the burgesses he shall 
make peace vrith him, saving my right, to wit, twelve pence. 

6. If any one shall be impleaded in the borough of any plea, he need 
not answer, neither to burgess or villein, or any other, unless in his 
Portemote, to wit, to a plea which pertains to the borough. 

7. If any burgess or other accuse [appellat] any burgess of theft, the 
reeve shall attach him to answer, and to abide [stare] judgment in the 
Portemote, saving my right. 

8. If any one shall be impleaded of his neighbour, or of any other, of 
anything that belongeth to the borough, and he shall make suit [seeutus 

fuerif] three days, if he have vntnesses of the reeve and of his neigh- 
bours that his adversary made default on those three days, he shall 
after that give no man answer of that plea, and the other shall fall into 
mercy [muericordia]. 

<* Laffhmote, i.e, law-meeting or court, was one of the ancient law-courts, and 
possibly its older form was Lagh-Halmote, the hall or manor mote for recapitulating 
their manorial laws ; such oourt being held in London twice a year. — (See Xii^ 
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9. No burgess ought to bake bread to be sold, save at my oven, by 
reasonable custom. 

10. K I shall have a mill there, the burgesses shall grind at my mill, 
to the twentieth vessel [or measure] ; and if I shall not have a mill 
there, they may grind where they will. 

1 1 . The foresaid burgesses may choose a reeve of themselves, whom 
they will, and remove him at the end of the year. 

1 2. Any of the burgesses may give, pledge [or mortgage, impi^norare] 
or sell his burgage to whomsoever he will, unless his heir will buy it ; 
but his heir shall be nearest to buy it, saving my service ; but so that 
it shall not be sold into religion [i,e. mortmain]. 

13. The burgesses may arrest their debtors for their debts in the 
borough, if the debtor acknowledge his debt, unless they be tenants of 
the borough. 

14. The chattels of burgesses ought not be seized [fMmare] for the 
debts of any one but themselves. 

15. The aforesaid burgesses and all of whomsoever they may buy or 
sell, wheresoever it may be within my demesnes [or lordship] whether 
in fairs or in markets, shall be quit of toll, saving the toll of salt. 

16. Whosoever shall break the assise, whether of bread or of ale, 
shall remain in forfeiture of twelve pence for three times, and the fourth 
time he shall make [or do] the assise of the town.** 

17. The same burgesses shall have common free pasture, in wood and 
in plain, in all pastures belonging to the tovni of Salford. And they 
shall be quit of pannage in that wood of the town of Salford. 

18. The aforesaid burgesses may reasonably take from the aforesaid 
wood all that is necessary to build [with] and to bum. 

19. Any one may be at plea [i,€, may answer a plea] for his wife and 
his family ; and the wife of any one may pay his farm [or rent] to the 
reeve, doing what he ought to do, and follow the plea for her husband, 
if he should perchance be elsewhere. 

20. A burgess, if he shall have no heir, may leave his burgage and 
his chattels, when he dies, to whomsoever he pleaseth ; saving, however, 
my right, to wit, four pence, and saving the service that to that burgage 
belongeth ; so that the burgage, however, be not alienated in religion. 

^ This last clause is obscure; but it probably means that he shall suffer the 
punishment usual in the town for aesise-breaoh, yiz., the pillorj or the tumbrel. 

DD 



21. When a burgees dieth, his wife may remain in the hoiuse with 
the heir, and there may have necessaries so long as she remain without 
a husband; and whenever she will marry, she may depart without 
dower, and the heir as lord [or master] shall remain in the house. 

22. When a burgess dieth, his heir shall give no other relief to me 
than these arms, to wit, a sword, or a bow [and arrows] or a-lanoe [or 
spear]. 

23. No one within the wapentake of Saiford, as a shoemaker, a fell 
or pelt-monger [pelliparius]^ a fuller, or any other such, shall use his 
office [foUow his business] unless it be within the borough, saving the 
liberties of the barony. 

24. The aforesaid burgesses shall pay their rent for their burgages at 
the four yearly terms, namely, at the Nativity of the Lord [Christmas] 
three pence ; at Mid-Lent [ad mediam zl"*] three pence ; at the feast of 
[the nativity of] St. John the Baptist three pence ; and at the feast of 
St. Michael three pence. 

25. All the aforesaid pleas shall be determined before the bailifis of 
the lord the earl, by view of the burgesses. 

26. Whosoever shall desire to sell his burgage, save into religion, 
and to depart from the town, shall give me fourpence, and shall go 
freely whithersoever he will, with all his chattels. 

27. I the same Bandle and my heirs will warrant all the aforesaid 
liberties and customs, to the foresaid burgesses and their heirs, against 
all people for ever ; saving to me and to my heirs reasonable talliage, 
when the lord the king shall cause to be tolled [or tallaged] his boroughs 
throughout England. 

In memory of which matter to this present page I have set my 
seal. These being witnesses : — Sir William, justice of Chester ; Simon 
de Montfort ; Paganus [or Payne] de Chauros: [? Choresworth] ; Fulke 
Eitz-Warine; Gilbert de Seagrave; Walter de Arden; Bichard de 
Benin [Byron] ; Roger Ghemet ; Roger de Derby ; OteoSrej de Bury ; 
Hugh de Bury ; Simon and John, clerks ; and many others.^ 



<* As to the witnesses, we have already noticed the first, Sir William de Temon, 
and need only add that he was a Lancashire knight, and was at the head of a body of 
archers in the 5 John (1203-4). He was attached to the serrice of William, Ssri 
Ferrers, under whom he held lands in the counties of Nottingham and Derby. He 
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WIGAN. — Borough. — 1246. 

By one of the Banastres, early barons of Newton, the manor of 
Wigau was conferred upon the rector and his successors, who 

also liad possessions in Lanoashire and other oounties, and in 1219 he was appointed 
one of the justices itinerant for the northern counties ; and he was such an officer for 
the counties of Nottingham and Derby in 1225. — Simon de Montfort was the great 
man of that name, the second and youngest son of Simon, count de Montfort in 
France, who was so conspicuous in conducting some of the barbarous crusades 
against the Albigenses. The father (having married Amicia, sister and co-heir of 
Robert Fitx-Parnell, earl of Leicester) was created earl of Leicester by King John ; 
but was subsequently banished the kingdom, entered into the serrice of France^ and 
died in 12 17. Simon, his second son, was for a time in favour with Henry XXL, who 
(with the consent of Almaric, the elder brother) in 1236 confirmed him, in right of 
his mother, in the earldom of Leicester, which had, with his father's confiscated 
lands, been given by John to Randle, earl of Chester. These fiusts show that when 
he signed the Salford charter, thirteen years after the death of his father, he had not 
recovered his earldom, or even received the honour of knighthood. It is stated that 
he was little known in England until 1238, when he married a sister of the king's, 
Eleanor, countess dowager of Pembroke. Simon soon distinguished himself as the 
firm opponent of all foreign &vourites and encroachments ; was in consequence 
banished the court ; became the great leader of the EngUsh barons in resisting the 
king's violations of Magna Carta, fought against the tyrant with various fortune, and 
finally, after the defeat of his son Simon at Kenilworth, perished with his son Henry 
at the battle of Evesham on the 4th August 1265. He was a skilful politician, a 
master of the art of war, possessed great literary acquirements, and was a devout 
man, a patriot, and an idol of the people. — Paganus de Chauros, or Payne de Chores- 
worth, we have not been able to trace. Probably he was the holder of the messuage 
and sixty acres of land in Pendlebury, called " Schoresworth.'* Some read the abbre- 
viated surname " Chaurt," which may mean Chaderton or Chorleton ; but we have 
found no Paganus or Payne of either locality. — Fulke Fits-Wanne is stated to have 
been a Shropshire baron, and he was probably at the court of the great earl of 
Chester, to render his homage. He was slain at the battle of Lewes, May 14, 1264. — 
Ghlbert de Segrave was the second son of Stephen de Segrave (justice of Chester in 
1236-37) by Rohese, daughter of Thomas le Despenser; but his elder brother John, 
dying in his father's life-time, he succeeded to the property on his father's decease in 
1 241. He married Amabilia, daughter of Robert de Chaucomb, and in the 15 Heniy 
m. (1230-31) had a grant from Simon de Montfort, lord of Leicester, of the town 
of Eegworth, Leicestershire. In the 26 Henry IIL (1241-42) the year following his 
Cither's death, he was made justice of the forests south of Trent, and governor of 
Kenilworth Castle; was raised to the bench at Westminster in 125 1, and was one 
of the justiciers appointed to hear such pleas of the city of London as were wont to 



still enjoy the manorial privileges of the borough. This gift was 
confirmed by two royal charters in the reign of Henry III. The 
first of these charters, dated in the thirtieth year (1245-46), 
grants and confirms the former grant to John Maunsell, parson of 
the church of Wigan.^ It grants further that his town of Wigan 
shall be a borough for ever, and that the burgesses shall have a 
guild-merchant, with a hanse, and all the liberties and free 
customs to such guild belonging. The burgesses shall also have sac 

be determined by the juBtioes itinerant. In 1 254 he was sent on a mission into Qas- 
cony, in returning from which, with John de Plessetis, earl of Warwick, and other 
nobles, in spite of the kins of France's letters of safe conduct, they were seixed and 
im|frisoned at Pontes, a city of Foictou. Though ultimately released, his sufferings 
there brought on his death towards the close of that year, when his lands, as usual, 
were seixed into the king's hands. — (Foss's Judffet qf Engh^dy 70I. ii. p. 466.) — 
Walter de Arden we do not find, but the abbreviation may be " Walker"; and there 
was a Sir Walkelyne de Ardeme knight, justicier of Chester in 1236, who married 
Agnes, daughter of Philip de Orreby, and died about 1265. — lUohard de Berun or 
Byron, was either the second son of the Bobert, who married the heiress of Clayton, 
which Bichard was lord of Cadenay ; or the Sir Bichard, lord of Cadenay and Clayton, 
who had grant of free warren in his Lancashire demesnes in June 130S, represented 
Lancashire in parliament, and died before 1 347. — Sir Boger de Gemet of Halton 00. 
Lane was the male representative of a Norman fanuly ; being the younger son of 
Vivian Gemet, and brother and heir of WiUiam Gemet. He was hereditary forester 
of Lancashire in fee, and held by serjeanty, in right of that office (partly from the 
crown, and partly from the house of Lancaster) a forge within the forest, the lands 
and advowson of Halton, lands in Lee, Burgh and Fishwic, a fishery in the Bibble 
there ; the adrowson of Preston, and lands in Eccleston and Whiston, and paramomit 
rights in Speke. (See inq. p.m. 36 Henry m. 125 1-2). He married Qnenilds, 
fourth daughter of Thurstan Banastre, under grant from the earl palatine of Chester, 
of whom she was militaiy tenant ; but as she also held lands of the king, he caused 
Sir Boger Gemet's lands to be seized on the marriage {Test, de NeviU^ p. 401). On 
certificate of the husband's senrioes to King John, made by the earl of Chester, the 
estates were restored. Sir Boger left no issue by Quenilda, but he left a son by 
another marriage, Benedict Gemet ; and Jane, sister of a Benedict Gemet, afler 
wards carried the estates into the Daore family. — (Ormerod's MiscelL PeUiMt.) — Tbe 
other witnesses are men of less mark, and not easily identified at this long interral of 
time. Those we have noticed show with what almost regal state the ancient earls of 
Chester were surrounded by men of high rank, large possessions, and of grave, judicial 
and other offices and functions. 
" The provost of Beverley, already noticed, note 6 p. 92. 
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and 80C, toll and them, attachments within the borough, infange- 
thef and utfangethef, and quittance from toll, lastage, pontage, 
passage, and stallage, over land and at all sea ports. Also freedom 
from suit and service to the county or the wapentake for their 
lands in the borough. Merchants, strangers and others, on 
paying the customary dues, to have freedom to pass into the 
borough with^ their merchandise, safely there remain the limited 
period, and safely thence return. The same king, in the forty- 
third year of his reign (1258-59) by a second charter confirms to 
John Maunsell, parson of Wigan, and his successors for ever, a 
weekly market every Monday at their borough of Wigan, and two 
yearly fairs [together] of six days' duration, viz., one on the eve, 
day and morrow of the Ascension (Thursday in Rogation week) ; 
and the other on the eve, day and morrow of All Saints (Novem- 
ber 2). It should be added that in this case the barons of Newton 
retained the advowson of the church of Wigan in their hands. 



In further illustration of the forms of charters granting muni- 
cipal liberties, we may refer to two north Cheshire boroughs : — 

Stockpoet. — Sir Robert de Stokeport, who was mesne lord of 
Stockport under the flEwnily of Despencer, diuing the northern earldom, 
granted a charter to his burgesses of Stockport, that it should be *' a 
free borough ;" that each burgess might have a perch of land to his 
house, and an acre to his field, and should pay for each burgage i2d, 
yearly for all the farms to it belonging. — (Ormerod*s Cheshire, vol. iii. 

p. 385.) 

Macclesfield. — Randle de Blundeville, the third earl of Chester 
of that Christian name, granted to his burgesses of Macclesfield that it 
should be *' a free borough." He also willed that it should consist of 
one hundred and twenty burgages, for each of which 1 2d, yearly was 
paid to the earl. In the 45 Edward III. (1371) Prince Edwiurd, as 
earl of Chester, granted various privileges to the burgesses of Maccles- 
field, with all liberties and free customs to the same belonging. And 
Edward HI, granted '^ to our burgesses of Macclesfield that our vill of 
Macclesfield may be a fr'ee borough, and that our burgesses there may 
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have a guild mercatoiy in the same boroiigh, with all liberties and free 
customs to that guild belonging, and that thej may be quit through all 
Cheshire, as well by water as land, of toll, passage, pontage, stallage, 
lastage, and all other customs (except of salt in the wyches), and that 
they may have pasture and housbote and haybote in our forest," ^.— 
(Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. iii. p. 365.) 

Enough has been dted from the earlier charters of neighbouring 
places to give a general idea of the nature of these grants^ and 
what privileges and immunities they conferred on the burgesses, 
or freeholders of burgage tenements. It is somewhat remarkable 
that of the six Lancashire places^ no two can be classed in the 
same category. Omitting further consideration of the four royal 
parliamentary boroughs as such — Preston^ Liverpool^ Lancaster 
and Wigan — we may state that in municipal character, Preston 
was a royal free borough^ with a guild-merchant, still maintained, 
and governed by a mayor. Clithero was at first only a baronial 
borough^ afterwards confirmed iu its privileges by royal charters, 
and those privileges the largest of any Lancashire inland borough^ 
being those of the then capital city of Chester. But Clithero was 
governed by a reeve^ and fix)m having no navigable river^ could 
enjoy only a small portion of these extensive privileges. Lancaster 
was first chartered by an earl^ then by a king, in the same person, 
John earl of Morton or Montaigne and king of England, — and it 
had in succession the privileges of two important places granted 
to it — Bristol and Northampton. It was a royal free borough, 
governed by a mayor. Liverpool was a royal free borough on the 
sea, with all the extensive privileges of the other ancient seaports, 
as London, Bristol, &c. It was governed by a mayor. Salford, 
though within the royal hundred or wapentake of that name, was 
chartered by its lord the earl of Chester, as a free borough, and 
governed by a reeve. Wigan is a manor, held not hereditarily, 
but by the rector for the time being in succession ; and to one 
rector a king granted that it should be a borough, with a guild- 
merchant and hanse, &c. Stockport and Macclesfield were both 



baronial boroughs, styled in their charters "free boroughs/' but 
in all cases where the baronial charter is not subsequently con- 
firmed by a royal charter, it is very doubtful whether these places 
were really raised to the dignity of boroughs, or whether they 
were legally more than market towns. This will be seen more 
fully when we come to examine the inquisition at Preston in 1359, 
as to whether Mamecestre really had the privileges of a borough 
town, or only those of a market town. 



End of Vol. I. 
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